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  Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

       Hilo, Hawaii 

First United Protestant Church of Hilo is part of the greater United Church of Christ and was 

founded in 1868.  We were originally named the First Foreign Church, and were known early on 

for our  hospitality and welcome to sailors who came to the Big Island of Hawaii.  Today, as a  

community of faith we are committed to the personhood of Jesus Christ, we are committed to    

being in unity with the Body of Christ, and we are committed to the work Christ calls us to in the 

world.  On Sunday’s we have meditation beginning at 9:50am and worship begins shortly after 

10:00am. No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!! 

 

            Sunday Morning Meditation                         9:50 am 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 

 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 

 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 

 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 

            Children’s Ministry offered during Worship Service 

 
 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 

Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

October 2019 

Return Service Requested 



   

 

  

First United Protestant Church 

 Sermon Themes for October 2019 

*Sermon themes and Scripture texts may change at the Pastor’s discretion. 

**Meditation begins every Sunday at 9:50am during the prelude. 

Sunday, October 6th, 10:00 AM - Scriptures: Lamentations 1:1-6, 3:19-26.  Sermon Title: 

“Free to Grieve.” 

The book of Lamentations was penned in the wake of the destruction of Jerusalem by the 

Babylonians hundreds of years before Jesus would ever live.  During the destruction of    

Jerusalem many people were killed in an eighteen-month siege on the city, and the lives of 

the survivors who lived through it were broken and shattered.  The loss the survivors’       

experienced was terrible, and these two scriptures, are expressions of that grief.  

**This Sunday is "Neighbors in Need Sunday", which one of the five annual offerings shared 
each year with the United Church of Christ.  The “Neighbors in Need” offering, goes to    
support the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries and to fund a wide array of local and     
national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.  We will also be 
celebrating World Communion Sunday that day.  We are asking folks to bring different kinds 
of breads (whole loafs) and/or globes of the planet to help decorate our altar that day. 

Sunday, October 13th, 10:00 AM - Scriptures: Jeremiah 29:1-7.  Sermon Title:  “The Long 

and Faithful Fight.”  

One day while in exile a letter was delivered to the Israelites from Jeremiah.  The people of 

Israel had been waiting in anticipation and hope that this letter would contain the good news 

that their exile would be ending soon.  That the letter would tell them the harsh realities of 

exile would finally be coming to an end.  Yet, what they had hoped to hear that day landed 

on their ears as a shocking and unsettling surprise.  They were told that they would not be 

leaving Babylon anytime soon.   

Sunday, October 20th, 10:00 AM - Scriptures: Luke 18:1-8.  Sermon Title: TBA 

In this parable a widow, who is a poor and powerless person, persists in nagging a corrupt, 

powerful judge to do justice for her.  The parable assumes that holding a position of such 

power obligates you to work justly, especially on behalf of the poor and weak.  Jesus        

focuses the parable on how if persistence pays off against corruptive human powers, how 

much more will it pay off with a God of justice. 

Sunday, October 27th, 10:00 AM - Scriptures: Joel 2:23-32.  Sermon Title: TBA 

In this scripture a vivid picture is given of the destruction of land by an army of locusts.  

Through Joel, God commands people to repent, telling them to turn to Him wholeheartedly 

and to mourn.  In response to such repentance, God will bless the land and make it fruitful. 

God will pour down rain and blessings, restoring the years that the locusts have eaten, and 

meeting all the physical needs of the people.  But more than this their repentance will be 

met by a pouring out of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

  



   

 

Beloved of First United Protestant Church, 

Does the word “stewardship” feel unsettling or make you 

nervous?  Unfortunately, for many it can.  Especially in 

the church, when we begin having conversations about 

finances and annual budgets.  However, the truth is     

Jesus talked a lot about money.  As a matter of fact,    

Jesus talks about the topic of money so much it’s kind of 

alarming.  He talks more about money than he does 

about things like love, peace, or even the Kingdom of 

God.  Even eleven of his forty or so parables are about 

money.  He talked about money because he knew that 

the relationship people forged with money would effect 

how they exercised their faith.  The reason he talks about 

money so much is that it reveals one’s true priority.  The 

truth is, our own bank statement can tell us a lot about 

what we prioritize or what is important to us.   

Jesus talked about money in this way because he was 

testing people to see where their allegiance really lied.  Did it lie with one’s fears, concerns, and 

worries that they would not have enough, or did it lie in the trust that God would provide for our 

every need?  At the heart of our faith is the premise that God has created everything and is part 

of everything today.  Within God’s creation, we exist as stewards of God’s resources, and this 

includes our money and how we choose to use it.  Jesus talked about money unapologetically 

because when we truly understand our role as stewards of God’s creation, money becomes a 

tool we can use to invest in the kingdom on earth Jesus was pushing us to build. 

The issues we face around stewardship at the church are not financial problems, but spiritual 

ones.  Our willingness to give reveals our relationship to God.  God is without doubt a giver, are 

we?  Money can be emotional topic for many, especially for those who have financial struggles.  

Yet, at the end of the day it is not about the amount of money we give, but the heart through 

which we give it.  I think it is important to be clear that stewardship is a role we embrace, giving 

is an act we do, and generosity is an attitude we have.  Generosity involves a willingness to     

sacrifice for the benefit of others.  Giving on the other hand, is merely the act of releasing   

something of value.  Giving can be done without generosity, but we cannot be generous without 

giving.  Our commitment to genuine stewardship reveals our commitment to faithful discipleship. 

The reason I bring up stewardship in this letter is that you will be receiving pledge cards in the 

mail during the first or second week of October.  Along with the pledge card you will be receiving 

In The Name of Truth, Life, and Love: 

A Monthly Message from the Pastor 



   

 

the church’s annual budget and some additional pieces of information that will help you prayerfully 

consider what your stewardship commitment will be to the church over the next year.  While the 

tithes and money received during Sunday’s open offering plate go to help meet our annual budget 

expenses, they are not designated as a stewardship pledge.  A stewardship pledge more properly 

helps the church make financial plans and decisions for the following year.  What I want to ask is 

that you prayerfully consider committing to a stewardship pledge for the upcoming year that is a 

reflection of your faith and covenant to our church. 

I also wanted to take time in this letter to tell you about some of the other exciting things that have 

been happening at our church.  At the end of August Pastor Nixon Jack and I went with a caravan 

of members from the Episcopal Church, and the Bishop of the Episcopal Churches of Hawaii, to 

Mauna Kea.  We were there to learn and observe, and were part of a ceremony where gifts from 

the church were presented to the Kupuna.  Witnessing for Christ is such an important part of     

discipleship, and we were humbled to be invited by leaders of the Episcopal Church and to join 

them.  

Our confirmations classes started in September and we are already half-way through our book 

study on “The Universal Christ” by Richard Rohr.  I have included more information about how 

those are going at the end of this newsletter.  This month I also met with Rev. Pressley Sutherland 

of the Metropolitan Congregational Church (MCC) and discussed ways we might support one    

another in ministry.  Our church also hosted the Interfaith Community In Action (ICIA) meeting in 

September.  Clergy from around the community gathered on a Tuesday evening to learn about 

the issues of domestic violence in our communities and how we can raise our awareness and 

support people who might be experiencing it. 

Our church was working on two fundraisers in September.  So far we have raised a total of 

$674.00 for the Interfaith Council In Action (ICIA) to help build a prototype home that could be 

easily manufactured to create more affordable housing and help end homelessness in our local 

community!  Earlier this year the ICIA teamed up with Hope Services to try to raise $40,000 for a 

prototype home that could be easily manufactured.  If the prototype home is successful, HPM 

Building Supply and the County of Hawaii will be able to easily manufacture these homes to     

create more affordable housing in our community.  We also participated in the Give Aloha     

Fundraiser.  At our last update from Foodland we had raised $553.00. 

Over the course of September we provided friends and members of the church the opportunity to 

share their thoughts and ideas on our church’s future.  A simple questionnaire was placed in the 

narthex and we communicated to folks all month long about the importance of providing input.  

We also hosted two “Open Discussion Forums,” which generated several ideas about what people 

felt was important to our church’s future.  Those forums also provided some perspective on where 

we might actually have to begin as a church before we start moving forward on the ideas that 

were generated.   

All the ideas from the “Open Discussion Forum” were put into a document and shared with the 

congregation in September.  Some of those ideas were things like having a better connection to 

the Hawaii Conference, strengthening our youth program, and working to revive our music       

ministry.  Overwhelmingly though, people at the “Open Discussion Forums” felt we first needed to 



   

 
create a mission and vision statement for our church.  Those attending felt that a mission and    

vision statement would help give the church a sense of direction.  So we have a first step!! 

With that said, our Visioning Retreat is scheduled to take place this month on Saturday October 

12th from 9:00am to 4:00pm at Easter Seals.  We originally planned to meet from 9:00am to 

4:00pm, but we may depart early than 4:00pm.  If you are unable to stay for the entire time you 

are welcome to attend for part of day and leave when you need to.  After the visioning retreat we 

will continue to communicate to the church our next steps and ask for your input and participation.  

Your input and participation are vital to what we create and our church’s future.  I am looking     

forward to what comes next.  

Peace and Blessings, 

Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 

 

 



   

 

 

  
 

Gifts for Christmas Fundraiser 

On Sunday October 27th there will be an easy way 

to shop for Christmas and support your church this 

year!  We are asking individuals and families to bring 

one or more items to sell that day.  The item you bring 

could be a baked good, recycled gift, something  

handmade, or even something new.  The items will be 

placed on several tables in the narthex for purchase 

after worship with suggested prices or a love offering.  

We will begin setting up tables in early October for 

items to be brought in.  All donations from this      

fundraiser will go to support the church!  If you have 

questions or would like to volunteer for this fundraiser 

please contact Gwynn Sosa.  More information will  

becoming soon as we approach the date. 

Our Church Visioning Retreat Is Finally Here!!! 

Our Visioning Retreat is scheduled to take place this month on Saturday,         

October 12th from 9:00am to 4:00pm at Easter Seals.  If you plan on attending the 

church’s visioning retreat please RSVP with the church office by Friday October 

4th.  This will help us properly plan for lunch that day.  We have planned to meet from 

9:00am to 4:00pm, but we may likely depart early based on the goals we now have for 

that day.  If you are unable to stay for the entire time you are welcome to attend for 

part of the time and leave when you need to.  Over the course of September we      

provided friends and members of the church the             

opportunity to share their thoughts and ideas.  A simple 

questionnaire was placed in the narthex and we           

communicated to folks all month long about the importance 

of providing input.  We also hosted two “Open Discussion 

Forums,” which generated several ideas about what     

people felt was important to our church’s future.  Those    

forums also provided some perspective on where we might 

actually have to begin before we start moving forward on 

the ideas that were generated.  So let’s gather and begin 

talking about this church’s future. 



   

 
Missions So Far This Year at First United Protestant Church

   

May & June   

Our Sunday school students were 
busy making desk note holders and 
rock paper weights for Mother’s 
and Father’s Day...Job Well Done! 

July   

Patriotic table decorations were 
taken to the Veteran’s Home to 
give thanks for their service.  

On-Going Projects    

1. Pennies from Heaven has collected $216.42 to date., simply from donating your change.  
There is a small wooden house in the Narthex where your coins can be dropped.  

2.  Stamps Project  Our church members have been faithful in donating your posted stamps 
which helps challenged people be employed using the stamps for artwork.  Please bring 
your stamps to our secretary, Chris, in the church office.  

October - New Project        

The church council would like to have a church fundraiser.  On Oct. 27, 2019 we are asking 
every family to bring one or more items to sell.  Your item could be a baked item, a home 
made item, or a recycled gift item!  The sky is the limit!  Tables will be set up in the Narthex 
to place your items.  We are excited about this project to benefit the church.  Please be 
looking around your home! 

November  

Thanksgiving Basket for the needy.  A box will be set up in the Narthex. 

December   

The Shoebox Ministry.  Donations requested to fill shoeboxes for children who  otherwise 
would not have Christmas.  A box will be set up in the Narthex for donations.  

Donation Project    

Betty Nekoba has generously donated a variety of yarn.  If anyone would like yarn to make 
an item or items for any of the projects, please contact Gwynn Sosa. 

Thank you to everyone for your giving spirit, 

Mission Chair, Gwynn Sosa 



   

 First United Protestant Church Happenings 

 

 

 

On September 15th some of our youth 

members began confirmation classes.  

We have three confirmands this year at 

our church:  Cori Dela Cruz, Phoebe 

Wyatt, and Ben Wyatt.  Confirmation 

classes meet every two weeks and will 

go through March, with Confirmation 

Sunday being in April.  Confirmation is a 

faith formation process and helps young 

people learn more about what it means to 

be a person of faith and a member of the 

church.  If you see any of these folks at 

our church:  talk with them, encourage 

them, and support them.  They are      

deciding and wrestling with what they  

believe, and it is an honor to walk this 

journey with them!  (Photo taken by Joanne 

Pocsidio) 

What you are looking at here is a 

first edition print of the first ever First 

United Protestant Church Cookbook.  

Inside it contains recipes for things 

like Portuguese Bread, German     

Potato Salad, Oriental Meatballs, 

Mock Chow Mein, Pumpkin Squares, 

Split Pea Soup, and so many more.  

The book was compiled and edited by 

Sandy Kofel, who was a member of 

the church in the 1980s.  This book 

was put together nearly 40 years ago.  

If we were to put our own cookbook 

together today what kind of recipes 

would we put inside so that they 

might bless the table we share with 

others? 



   

 
 

 

 

What Is Pastor Chris Reading Right Now?   

By the time you have received this newsletter 

we have already entered had four weeks of 

group study covering this amazing book by 

Richard Rhor.  And what an experience it has 

been!  I have enjoyed reading it and being 

reminded of the reasons why I fell in love 

with the idea of a spiritual journey being a 

journey of self-discovery.  I have also         

enjoyed watching the study group be       

challenged by new concepts and opened to 

new ways of how they think about their own 

relationship with Christ.  There are so many 

juicy quotes in this book, and I wanted to 

share a few of those with you:  “God loves 

things by becoming them.  We love God by 

continuing the same pattern. (page 113),” 

“Humanity now needs a Jesus who is        

historical, relevant for real life, physical and 

concrete, like we are.  A Jesus whose life 

can save you even more than his death.  A 

Jesus we can practically imitate, and who 

sets the bar for what it means to be fully    

human.  And a Christ who is big enough to hold all creation together in one harmonious 

unity. (page 107)” 

Who Will Be Offering The Gift of Music 

This Upcoming Month?   

Oct. 6th - Cori Dela Cruz & Shanel Simmons 

Oct. 13th - Michael Russell &  

     Michael Springer 

Oct. 20th - Richard & Bonnie Alger 

Oct. 27th - Kosraean Church 



   

 

  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

 Doris Toma  Mike Gardner 
 Fay Jack  Cullen Chee 
 Pedro Queja  Lei Semana 
 Michael Russell  Ella Fontanilla 
 Maria Valido  Margo Aguiar 
 Sheldon Asejo  Janet Lang 
 Royal Solmerin  Fillmore Lorenzo 
 Traveyion Taylor Gabrielle Marlo             
 
 
 

       Happy October Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

 

 Shanel Simmons ( 2nd)    Yukiko Dizon ( 7th )   

 Akeera Czarnecki ( 10th)     Melecia Lorenzo ( 8th )  

 Royal Solmerin (  13th )    Kamaile Kaupu ( 14th )  

 Margo Aguiar ( 17th )    Magdalena Dayoan ( 18th )  

            Karisa Solmerin (  23rd )    Courtney Sasan ( 26th)  



   

 

                                 Food & Fun  

         Tofu Lasagna 
                                                    from the kitchen of  Utako Tao 
1/4 C butter    1/2 t. salt 
 3 cloves of garlic, finely chopped 1 bottle (3C.) spaghetti sauce 
1/8 t. pepper    1C. Mashed tofu 
 182 C. wheat germ   2C. Grated mozzarella cheese 
1/4 C. Parmesean cheese  1 pkg. lasagna noodles, cooked and drained 
 1/4 C. chopped parsley   1/2 lb. fresh mushrooms 
 
Melt butter.  Add mushrooms, garlic, salt and pepper and cook until mushrooms are tender.  Stir in sauce and 
wheat germ.  Heat thoroughly.  Combine tofu and Parmesan cheese in a bowl.  Combine mozzarella and     
parsley 
 in another bowl.   Place 1/3rd of the noodles on the bottom of a greased pan (7  1/2 x 11  3/4 inch pan) 
 Spread half of tofu mixture on top, then 1/3 of sauce and 1/3 of cheese.  Repeat layering.  Final layer will be    
lasagna, sauce and cheese.  Bake at 350 degrees oven for 45 minutes.  
                                                 All recipes from Heirlooms from our Church Family, 1998. 



   

  
Please mark your calendar for these upcoming events 

Happening at First United Protestant Church... 

October 2019 

Tuesday Oct. 8th - The Universal Christ Book Study 6:00pm-7:30pm. 

Saturday Oct. 12th - Church Visioning Retreat from 9:00am-4:00pm. 

Sunday Oct. 13th - Going away party for Margo Agiuar during fellowship. 

Sunday Oct. 13th - Confirmation Class 6:00pm-7:30pm. 

Tuesday Oct. 15th - The Universal Christ Book Study 6:00pm-7:30pm. 

Sunday Oct. 20th - Church Council Meeting following worship at 11:30am. 

Tuesday Oct. 22nd - The Universal Christ Book Study 6:00pm-7:30pm. 

Sunday Oct. 27th - Gifts for Christmas Fundraiser (shop for gifts in the narthex!) 

Sunday Oct. 27th - Confirmation Class 6:00pm-7:30pm. 

Tuesday Oct. 29th - The Universal Christ Book Study 6:00pm-7:30pm. 

 

November 2019 

Saturday Nov. 2nd - Rev. Christopher’s Installation at FUPC at 12:00pm.  Rev. Becky Turner, all 
the way from Christ Church UCC in Maplewood Missouri, will be presiding over the installation 
ceremony. 

Sunday, Nov. 3rd - Question & Answer Session on Annual Budget after worship. 

Sunday, Nov. 17th - Church Council Meeting following worship at 11:30am. 

Sunday Nov. 24th - Annual Congregation Meeting after worship.  Our Annual Thanksgiving   
luncheon will follow the annual meeting. 

Tuesday Nov. 26th - ICIA Community Thanksgiving Celebration & Concert at FUPC at 7:00pm.  
Volunteers are needed to help that day!! 

 

December 2019 

Sunday Dec. 15th - Church Council Meeting following worship at 11:30am. 

Sunday Dec. 22nd - Christmas Party & Potluck After Worship. 

Tuesday Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 6:00pm. 

Sunday Dec. 29th - Kosraean Mahs following worship service. 



   

 

Greeters/Ushers 

Oct. 6   Dusty Cardines & Gwynn Sosa 

Oct. 13  Cori Dela Cruz & Shanel Simmons 

Oct. 20  Phoebe Wyatt & Tyler Dela Cruz 

Oct. 27  Dusty Cardines & Bobby-Dale Skilling 

 

Sunday School Teachers 

Oct.  6 – Akeera Czarnecki 

Oct.  13 – Fay Jack 

Oct.  20 – volunteer needed 

Oct.  27– volunteer needed—call Fay Jack 

 

Lay Readers 

Oct. 6  Ben Wyatt 

Oct. 13  Bob Ahia 

Oct. 20  Fay Jack 

Oct. 27  Danny Dizon 

  

Gift of Music 

Oct. 6     Shanel Simmons & Tyler Dela Cruz 

Oct. 13 – Michael Russell & Michael Springer 

Oct. 20  – Richard & Bonnie Alger 

 Oct. 27 – Kosraean Fellowship 

 

Acolyte 

Oct. 6   Shanel Simmons 

Oct. 13   Admiral Tumaneng 

Oct 20   Aiden Benjamin 

Oct. 27  Yuleen Kimo 

  

Special Events & 

Worship Services 

 Visionary retreat  9:00am to 4:00pm at 
Easter Seals.  Oct. 12. 
Going away luncheon for Margo Aguiar Oct. 
13 after service. 
Council meeting Oct. 20. 
Christmas Fundraiser in Narthex Oct. 27 

  

Coffee Hour 

Oct. 6   World Communion Day, Pot Luck 

Oct. 13  Gail Kagawa 

Oct. 20  June Dela Cruz 

Oct. 27  Kosraean Fellowship 

  

Communion Preparation  Oct. 6 

Oct. 6  Debbie Sasan 

Altar Decorations 

 Oct. 6 – World Communion Sunday 

  

If you are unable to be at church on the Sunday 
you are scheduled to participate, please find a 
substitute and let the office know as soon as  
possible so we may print their name in the     
worship bulletin.  Thank you! 

Communion Servers Oct. 6 

Oct. 6  Jeremy Agag, Bob Ahia, Daveyion      
Simmons,  and  Betty Nekoba,  

Worship Participation for October 2019 


