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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Ordinary Time we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us 

as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with 

the Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early    

missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society 

in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. 

That’s why the church exists and why you belong.         

                                     November  2018 

                          Return Service Requested 



  

First News – Newsletter of First United Protestant Church, Hilo 

November   2018 

Sermon Themes for November 

We are taking an up-close look at the prayer we pray every Sunday in our worship 
service.   Jesus gave this prayer to his disciples in response to their request, 
“Teach us to pray.”    

Each phrase is a gem of profound spiritual insight.   Taken as a whole, the prayer 
includes praise, adoration, thanksgiving, submission, dependency, faith,          
confession and forgiveness, making good choices, overcoming temptation,     
kingdom living and mission.   

My hope is that spending time with this prayer will lead us to a deeper              
appreciation for prayer in general, and this particular prayer that we repeat      
together every Sunday. 

Nov. 4   Hallowed Be Thy Name, Thy Kingdom Come 

Nov. 11   Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread 

Nov. 18   Forgive Us Our Debts As We Forgive Our Debtors 

Nov. 25   Lead Us Not Into Temptation but Deliver Us From Evil 

Dec. 2    For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory, for ever and 
  ever,  Amen. 

In these final weeks before the end of December, we’ll be living with the Israel-
ites as they receive the promise of a Messiah, the One who will be their Deliverer 
and King.  They lived in a desert place frequently… in between the rich past and 
the unknown future.    God led them day and night, through dangerous places 
and through fertile times.  Without knowing all that the future would hold, they 
trusted their lives to the One who Promised to bring forth from the earth a 
“shoot”… just the slightest glimmer of hope that their God would be with them 
and would not abandon them.  There are lessons in their journey for our church 
in these final weeks before our time with you is over.   

Dec. 9  Life In-between 

Dec. 16 Finding Beauty in the Desert 

Dec. 23 The Birth of Hope  

Dec. 30 God Be With You 

 



Thinking Out Loud…  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

By now, you may be aware that I have submitted my resignation as your Interim Minister.  It may come as a surprise to 
some but others know that I’ve been thinking about this for awhile.   

In this 150th anniversary year, I’ve felt it important that I try to provide some continuity to pastoral leadership and some 
depth of appreciation for the history and life of this congregation since its founding in 1868.   We’ve held three         
wonderful and powerful services of celebration on Sunday, January 14, Friday evening July 27 and Sunday afternoon 
Sept. 23.   Our church was featured in a Tribune Herald 8 page insert.  There are four “stations” of our church’s life 
mounted on the pillars along the lanai as a reminder of where we’ve come from.  And in a few months, we will have a 
book published that will tell the story of this church.   

The pastoral search committee continues its diligent and faithful work of reviewing profiles and evaluating candidates 
for pastoral leadership.  And our prayer is that sooner than later, the person God has prepared for ministry will be            
identified and settled into our church’s life. 

My letter of resignation was sent to the church council prior to our recent vacation.  I think it may be important for a 
wider audience to read it and so I’ll include it here: 

This letter will serve as official notice of my resignation as the Interim Minister at FUPC in accordance with the terms of 
my call which requires a 90 day notice to be given, either by the church or by the pastor.   The beginning of the 90 day 
notice will be October 1 and therefore December 31 will be the final date of my service with you all. 

In May, 2013 when my service began at FUPC, I thought it might extend for up to two years as is often the case with  
interim positions.  For a variety of reasons, the process of finding a settled pastor has taken longer than I or any of you 
imagined.  Despite the effort of several search committees under a variety of leaders and committee members, two  
different candidates chose to withdraw their profiles at the last minute.  This was disappointing and has put the current 
search committee in the position of beginning again.  Please pray for them and thank them for their efforts. 

While I have greatly enjoyed serving you all during this “in-between” period, interim ministry is limited in providing   
pastoral services to a congregation.  Interim ministry provides for the maintenance of worship services, pastoral care 
and administrative leadership.   In addition, during my time with you, I’ve addressed five important areas of                  
self-understanding that I hoped would help to prepare this church for the future.  They are Heritage, Leadership,       
Mission, Connections, and Future direction.  In addition to providing pastoral services, I’ve focused on these five areas of 
self-understanding. 

This year, we are celebrating our Heritage and learning more about our past.  We have a congenial and effective church 
council with harmonizing Leadership.  We have become more aware of our Mission opportunities through our facilities 
and campus and are beginning to reach beyond ourselves and put resources behind our intention.  We have renewed 
Connections with ICIA, with local service groups and other churches in Hilo and in the Hawaii Conference.  And some are 
brainstorming what our Future might look like in one – five – ten years and beyond.  We have wonderful musical        
resources here (I’m thinking of our pipe organ, piano and wonderful acoustics) and then there’s our organist Michael 
Springer, whose talent is amazing and whose respect among the Hilo musical community is enormous. 

Despite the self-awareness the church has gained, an interim minister is not in a position to provide the kind of 
“visionary” leadership and long-term commitment to projects and initiatives that are better suited to the role of a       
settled pastor.  In fact, a long-term interim puts a church in a kind of “limbo” where it is easy to maintain the status quo 
and lose forward momentum.  Our ministry needs to transfer into the hands of another person with a long-term       
commitment and long-term vision which will best serve the church.   

Priscilla and I have enjoyed the calling to be among you and serve the mission of God along with you.  You will always 
remain in our hearts and in our prayers. 



          

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

Kosraean News                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IF WE HAVE AMOUNTED TO ANYTHING, IT WILL BE DUE TO HIM, OUR HEAVENLY FATHER 
 
In the last month, when you have had to stand together as never before, all of 
what we have observed and experience in the past months has come together in a 
brand new way. In spite of it all, now our laughter is richer, our strength is 
stronger, our love is deeper, and we are discovering in truth what a great, 
great community we are. 
 
Kulo Na Maluhlap, 

Pastor Nixon, Pastor Danny, Nipastu Fay and Nipastu Tulpe 
 
Fay Jack, FUPC Vice Moderator, presents check to Pastor 
Danny Dizon 
Please accept our heartfelt thanks for your generous   
monetary donations. WCA Tafunsak was a huge success, in 
part due to your help.  Kulo Na Maluhlap 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Bennett Alokoa, Pastor Livinson Taulung,  
Nipastu Sepe Taulung, Nipastu Fay Jack,  
Pastor Nixon Jack and Pastor Danny Dizon 
 TAFUNSAK WCA MEMORIES 

Jam Jam Robert & Lei’Alani Jackson                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Royal Student of the Month                                                                                                         

at Waiakea Elementary School 

CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE!! 



  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Sheldon Asejo                     Family of Agnes Perreira        
Mike Gardner                     Margo Aguiar & Famiy      
Maria Valido & the Queja Family     Michael Russell 
Doris Toma                     Lei Semana & Family                                                
Sylvia Hammer                                    David Lee 
Rev. Nixon & Fay Jack                        Marlo & Ella Fontanilla  
Aulani Humphers       Royal Solmerin 
Janet Lang                                            Esperanza Tolentino 
Cori Dela Cruz 

       Happy November  Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

 

 

 

   Kun H. Sigrah (5th)  Frank Alokoa, Jr.  (8th)                                                          

   Hanna Alokoa (8th)            Olaa Ha’a (9th)                                 

   Ziara Be; Tosie (9th)            Karin Alokoa (11th)                                                             

          Joel Queddeng (16th)            Fred Gacula (17th)                     

           Michael Springer ( 17th)      Filmore Lorenzo (22nd))          

           Izaiah Queja-Bidad( 23rd)   Beluma Bell Tosie  (23rd)                                                       

           Sylvia Hammer (24sth)         Tulpe Dizon ( (26th)                     

           Bobby Dale-Skilling ( 27th)  Eric Hopfe (28th)  

           Kurt Iokepa (29th)                Melody Padilla (29th)                   



 

The Stamp Project to help handicapped workers learn skills and earn money continues to  thrive         

because people like you and others from all over the U.S. regularly save all their postage.  The       

handicapped workers, trim, soak, sort, package, and sell these stamps.  Buyers in the U.S. especially 

want foreign stamps and foreign buyers want U.S. stamps.  Duplicate stamps are used to create maps 

and other items on request.   The handicapped workers in a sheltered workshop in Germany (where 

some of the stamps are sent) do the same job but do not personally need money because they are  

subsidized by the German government.  Instead, the money they earn from the sale of stamps is used 

to support African communities of handicapped individuals. Each boxful weighs at least 9 pounds and 

takes about 1 1/2 to 2 months to fill with a about 62,000 stamps on paper.  The stamps must be intact, 

with generous margins of paper around the stamp.  Stamps with damaged perforations are valueless.   

First United Protestant Church has historically supported this mission and we would like to rejuvenate 

this mission.  If you work in an office, get everyone involved.  Get your relatives and fiends involved 

and please remember to save the postage from your Christmas mail.  When you get a reasonable      

number of stamps, bring them or mail them to the office and leave them with Chris to send off to he 

Women’s Board of Missions.  A no cost opportunity to participate in a Mission program!! 

                                      The Stamp Project 

The Thanksgiving Basket for those in need is located in the church Narthex.  Your response in the past 

has been overwhelming.  Once again, the holiday season is upon us.  Non perishable items are          

requested. Anything from Spam to SOS pads would be appreciated.  Thank you  

                                          The Thanksgiving Basket 

                                           Pennies From Heaven 

The Pennies from Heaven Bank is in the Narthex with a steady growing of funds from the generosity of 

the congregation.   



   

                                 Food & Fun  

 
        Crisp Won Ton 
    From the Kitchen of Judi Ewert            
 
1can Spam, mashed with a fork  1 can chopped water chestnuts 
1can chopped mushrooms  4 T. Oyster Sauce (to taste) 
Chopped green onions   2 pkgs. Won Ton Pi wrappers 
 
Mix Spam, mushrooms, green onions, water chestnuts and oyster sauce together.  Place 1 heaping teaspoonful 
on  center of  wrapper.  Fold diagonally.  Wet edges with water to stick.  Deep fry until golden brown. 
 
    All recipies from Heirlooms from our Church Family, 1998. 
 



   NEWS FROM THE PEWS……. 

 For Your Calendar… 
 Here are some of the upcoming concerts for the rest of the year at FUPC: 

  

     

     THIS SATURDAY NIGHT!!!! 

 

   

 Nov. 3, Saturday 7:30 pm,   Amy Horst &       
  Friends in  Concert. 

 

 

 

        

 

  

Nov. 18, Sunday 11:00  -1:00 pm  Thanksgiving Luncheon following Worship Service 

 Nov. 25, Sunday, 11am, Congregational Meeting after church service. Voting on 2019 Council                                                                   
    and Committee Chair positions and 2019 Annul Budget. 

        Dec. 1, Saturday, 1-5 pm,    Hilo Community Chorus  in Concert 

        Dec. 16, Sunday  2:00pm,  The Messiah Celebration 

        Dec. 30, Sunday following worship service ,Kosrae Hilo Christmas March at FUPC 

                                                                   

          And  so far …  for 2019  

 

      March 8 & 9, Friday & Sat. night 7:00pm, Harmony on Tap Concert 

       April 13, Saturday,  noon to 4:00pm,  Chieko Garrett, Piano Recital  

 

 



                                                                                         
  “ 

 
The FUPC Council meets every third Sunday of the month.  We will share with you current events that are          

happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on the Narthex bulletin board. 

 HAPPY THANKSGIVING EVERYONE!  Please come and join us for our Thanksgiving Pot Luck Luncheon on 

Nov. 18th, after church services.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 The Pastoral Search Committee continues to meet regularly and is actively moving through the process of 

selecting a new Pastor.  

 Come join us every second Saturday of the month for Congregation Appreciation Day.  Bring the family, a 

friend and if possible a refreshment to share. Next congregation appreciation day will be Nov. 10, 2018, 9:00 

a.m. – 12:00 p.m.   

  Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your Council members suggestions, questions or      

concerns that you would like to address in your church life.  You can also contact me at: debbie-

fupc@gmail.com 

 

 

God Bless You, 

  Debbie Sasan, 

   Moderator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL KORNER 



   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 

 

He Walks with me and he Talks with me………... 

                              November 2018 

 

 USHERS/GREETERS                                        COMMUNION PREP 

  Phoebe Wyatt & Tyler Dela Cruz                               Bob Ahia. 

         

 

 

                     

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                                                 COMMUNION SERVICE 

November 4    Royalyn Solmerin   Betty Nekoba, Joanne Pocsidio,    

November 11   Jeremy Agag                  Zandriz,Queja, & McCharles Tumaneng 

November 18   Kristel Tumaneng 

November 25   Danny Dizon 

  

  

COFFEE HOUR                                            

November 4     Tumaneng Family           

November 11    Jane McLean & Royalyn Solmerin     

November 18    Thanksgiving Luncheon  

November 25    Kosraean Fellowship   

                    

    ACOLYTE 

Ben Wyatt 

Paht Melsamel & Kishaun Esau-November 25th 

 Aloha Church Family 

On behalf of the Worship Committee of FUPC I am truly sorry for not getting our monthly Servant Leadership 

lists out on time. I will try my best to send them out to you sooner! Thank you to everyone for serving our 

Lord each Sunday at FUPC. I am so so grateful for you all! May God Bless you! 

-Royalyn 

Worship  Chair 


