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ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR NOVEMBER 29, 2020 
First Sunday of Advent 

 

Video of this worship service can be found at: 

https://www.fupchurch.org/ or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA1yVuDdFJrhYsmJ0TyI8UA/videos 
 

PRELUDE                                       Michael Springer 

 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

 

ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE 

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, so we light the first candle for Hope.  Twenty-five 

centuries ago, when the Israelites had little hope for the future of their country or their 

people, the Jewish prophets called to God to come to the people and make things right.  

They told the people—and us—that a messiah would come as a new hope in the midst 

of suffering.   

 

Today begins our Advent journey of waiting for the birth of this hope.  As we light the 

candle of Hope we give thanks for the prophets of today who dare to speak words of 

hope for liberation, who say “No” to the evils of this world, and who call us to overcome 

our faulty ways of thinking and doing.  We affirm on this first Sunday of Advent that 

God’s hope shines on hopelessness and brightens the path toward peace. 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME                                                       Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 

Aloha.  For those of you who do not know me, my name is Pastor Chris.  No matter 

who you are or where you are on life’s journey, I want to welcome you to First United 

Protestant Church of Hilo.  I am grateful you have decided to join us for worship today.  

Today’s worship service is about resting in the assurance that God is with us.  Let us 

begin today’s service with our call to worship. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                           

We begin this hour of worship by affirming that God is with us. 

All:  God is in our homes, at our bedsides, and with us in the midst of challenges. 

Let us remember to have hope that God will be there. 

All:  God is there in the good times and the bad, through joy and through 

adversity. 

Come, let us worship a God who loves us dearly.   

All:  We give thanks for God’s presence in our lives.  Amen. 

https://www.fupchurch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA1yVuDdFJrhYsmJ0TyI8UA/videos
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HYMN                                          “Abide with Me”                                             NCH #116     

                                                     (verses 1, 3, 5)                                      

 

PEACE READING                                   

Our peace reading for today comes from Justice Kojo Bentil, who is the Senior Pastor 

of Kingdom Family Power International Church in Ghana, Africa.  He is quoted saying… 

 

“What makes us powerful is Christ in us.  God does not have love, God is love.  

God does not have truth, God is truth.  God does not have power, God is power.  

We have power because we have God in us.” 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                   

Our Scripture reading for today comes from the Gospel of Mark 13:24-37 (CEB), where 

Jesus tells the disciples to watch and stay alert for how God is going to show up in the 

world... 

 
24 “In those days, after the suffering of that time, the sun will become dark, and the 

moon won’t give its light. 25 The stars will fall from the sky, and the planets and other 

heavenly bodies will be shaken. 26 Then they will see the Human One coming in the 

clouds with great power and splendor. 27 Then he will send the angels and gather 

together his chosen people from the four corners of the earth, from the end of the earth 

to the end of heaven. 

 
28 “Learn this parable from the fig tree. After its branch becomes tender and it sprouts 

new leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 In the same way, when you see these 

things happening, you know that he’s near, at the door. 30 I assure you that this 

generation won’t pass away until all these things happen. 31 Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will certainly not pass away. 

 
32 “But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the angels in heaven and 

not the Son. Only the Father knows. 33 Watch out! Stay alert! You don’t know when the 

time is coming. 34 It is as if someone took a trip, left the household behind, and put the 

servants in charge, giving each one a job to do, and told the doorkeeper to stay alert. 
35 Therefore, stay alert! You don’t know when the head of the household will come, 

whether in the evening or at midnight, or when the rooster crows in the early morning or 

at daybreak. 36 Don’t let him show up when you weren’t expecting and find you 

sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to all: Stay alert!” 

 

Liturgist:  Hear the Word spoken to the people. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 



3 
 

 

SERMON                                  “God is Going to Come”                

                                               Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 

 

GIFT OF MUSIC                  “Help Me, God” by Kathy Troccoli 

                                                    Solo by Joanne Pocsidio 

                                           Accompaniment by Michael Springer      

                                                                   

TIME OF PRAYER 

 Prayers of the People 

 Moment of Silence 

Prayer of the Day 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day, our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation  

But deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom  

And the power and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY 

Now is our time of offering.  If you have been spiritually nourished by today’s worship 

service, I want to encourage you to prayerfully consider supporting the work and 

ministry of the church through a tithe or donation.  Last week we received a total of 

$473.50 to support the work and ministry of the church.  Please visit our website to see 

the multiple ways you can give to the church during this time such as through our 

Facebook Page, Paypal, ChurchTrac, or by simply writing a check to the church.  Let 

us join in a prayer of dedication for all that we will receive. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

All:  Thank you, God of hope, for the promise of this season.  We are grateful for 

the generosity stirred in us by the hope of Christ’s coming into the world.  May 

all the gifts that will be shared strengthen our church, spur ministries that reach 
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people in need, and work toward the building of your Kingdom here on earth. 

Amen. 

 

DOXOLOGY HMYN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

Praise God, above, you heavenly host, 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION                                                                      Rev. Christopher Czarnecki  

 
LOVING RESPONSE                    “O Kou Aloha No”                        The Queen’s Prayer 
  

O kou a-lo-ha no, A i-a i ka La-ni 
A o kou oiai’o, He he-mo-le-le ho’i.  Amene. 

[Translation: Your love is in heaven and your truth so perfect.] 
 
POSTLUDE                                       Michael Springer 

 


