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The dinner party was a gathering of important religious leaders curiously trying to figure out who 

Jesus was and what he was about. Then the woman showed up. She had a “reputation” in town for 

being someone you wouldn’t want to be seen with if you cared about your image. Labeled 

“immoral” and “sinner” you can imagine where her life choices or circumstances had led her.  

 

Somehow, she gained access to the home of the Pharisee and went over to where Jesus was 

reclining at the meal. She had an alabaster flask of precious, aromatic oil with her. She broke it and 

poured out the contents onto Jesus feet. As the oil mixed with her tears, she began to wipe his feet 

dry with her hair.  

 

It stopped every conversation around the table cold. The important men eating there stared. What 

thoughts went through their minds? The host was embarrassed and ashamed, for himself and for 

Jesus. Doesn’t Jesus know who this woman is? How could he allow her to come near, let alone to 

pour oil over his feet and wipe them with her hair? The host was filled with indignation and 

judgment, ready to punish her and throw her out the door. 

 

Jesus stopped him and turned the spotlight on the host who thought he was surely better than this 

woman many times over.  The man had a huge blind spot.  He could see the woman’s faults.  He 

could even see Jesus’ faults for letting the woman touch his feet.  But he couldn’t see his own faults.   

 

Jesus pointed out that the host had failed to offer Jesus the basic courtesy of hospitality when he 

entered. There had been no welcoming ritual. No washing of feet. Nothing to make Jesus feel 

welcomed as a guest in this man’s house.  There was no expression of grace, or kindness or warmth 

or happiness that Jesus had come to his house.  His rudeness was obvious and the host was the one 

who should have been embarrassed by his own behavior. 

 

Jesus praised the woman.  She had not ceased to anoint his feet with precious oil, wash his feet with 

water, and then weep tears of repentance.  And then she wiped his feet with her hair.  This sinful 

woman had performed the rituals of hospitality with heartfelt gratitude.  The Pharisee had stood at a 

distance and though he had invited Jesus to his house, neglected intentionally to offer the basic 

courtesies that would be given to any guest.    

 

What Jesus said next was an embarrassment for the host: “whoever is forgiven much loves much 

and whoever is forgiven little loves little.”   The woman knew she was a sinner, had made poor 

choices, had lived a life for which she felt shame.  The Pharisee on the other hand, had kept the law, 

walked a straight line, avoided any appearance of evil and contact with those who were considered 

immoral sinners.    

 

Jesus is saying that this man has no sense or awareness that before God, he is just as guilty and 

unworthy as the woman.  Her gratitude could be seen in the way she treated Jesus… with humility, 

tears and precious oil poured out on his feet.  The Pharisee had no awareness of his own sin of 

pride, arrogance, judgment and hypocrisy.   Without a sense of his own culpability before God, he 

felt no need of forgiveness.  And because he felt no need of forgiveness, he had no gratitude.  And 

without gratitude, there was no graciousness and kindness and humility.   

 



And then Jesus told a story.  It was a simple and easily understood story about two people who 

owed money to a lender.  One owed a lot, maybe $100000 and the other owed $500.  The lender 

forgave them both.  Which one was likely to be more grateful?  The one who owed more, of course.    

 

The Pharisee host saw only a sinner, an immoral woman doing something shameful in his house. 

Jesus saw heartbroken repentance and sorrow from a woman who had been used and abused, 

rejected and reviled.  

 

Perspective is the filter through which we see life and make our choices and judgments about what 

is good and bad, worthy and unworthy. Two people looking at the same facts can arrive at different 

conclusions. It happened to Jesus. It happens to us too. At home, at work, in the church… we can 

have radar for what is threatening, what is risky, what undermines our sense of security. It is 

guaranteed that if we are looking for something out of place, something to complain about, 

something to judge another person for… we will surely find it. But if we’re looking for the blessing, 

sensitive to the gifts and positive ripples in a situation, or a person… we will find that too. We will 

always find what we’re looking for!! Where Jesus found beauty, the Pharisee found ugliness.  

 

Have you ever been around someone who can always find something to complain about?  On a 

beautiful day, with the sun shining, they’ll complain about the heat.  On a rainy day when the earth 

and nature soak up the life-giving sustenance of water, they might complain about what a nuisance 

it is to go out and run errands.  When the child brings home a B, they might scold him for not 

getting an A.   In the presence of beauty, they see what’s out of place.  Surrounded by abundance 

and plenty, they’ll worry about what they don’t have.   

 

The Pharisee was looking for the violation of the rules, the imperfect presence of a known sinner in 

his own house!  What an outrage.  Jesus was looking for the heart of a repentant and hurting human 

being who had humbled herself to seek and receive forgiveness for her sins.  Both Jesus and the 

Pharisee saw the same thing… the facts were indisputable.  But they came to different conclusions.   

 

Here’s the question:  Are you more likely to look at life through the eyes of the Pharisee or the eyes 

of Jesus?  Do you more often see the negative than the positive?  Do you more often find something 

to criticize than to praise?  Do you more readily see that which makes you worried and anxious than 

the abundance of blessings already visible at hand?   Do you find it easier to complain than to be 

thankful?   Is it easier to be unhappy for what you don’t have than to be grateful for what you do 

have?   

 

It all comes down to our basic orientation in life – our perspective.  How do we see the world?   Is 

the glass half full or half empty?   It was Abraham Lincoln who said, “Most people are about as 

happy as they make up their minds to be.”   If its true that we’ll always find what we’re looking for, 

the question becomes, “What are we looking for?” 

 

This week, I challenge you to live with the awareness that your happiness is a choice you make.  Its 

an inside job.  I challenge you to catch yourself when a negative, critical, judging thought enters 

you consciousness… to stop and look at it and make a decision to find something positive to replace 

it.  Something to be thankful for.  An unexpected blessing.  Just the reality that you’re alive, 

healthy, you have people you love and who love you and you’re not starving to death.  Spiritual 

Transformation is the work of the Holy Spirit working in our spirit with our cooperation, to make us 

more like Jesus.  Amen. 
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