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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Ordinary Time we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us 

as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with 

the     Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early    

missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society 

in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. 

That’s why the church exists and why you belong.         

                          Return Service Requested 
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                                            Sermon Themes for June 

  

May 29                                        Guest  Speaker   

Pastor Ron and Priscilla will be on vacation from May 23 – June 8.  Mr. Ray Stewart, our Treasurer, will be    
speaking this Sunday, sharing his perspective of our church since he was baptized here in 1941.   

 

June 5        Celebrating Our Faith Through Scripture and Music 

While Pastor Ron and Priscilla are on vacation, we will worship together using the familiar hymns and Scriptures 
that have spoken to us at times of challenge, loss, grief, celebration and hope.   The sacrament of Holy            
Communion will be celebrated on June 12 when Pastor returns.  Thanks to all who are taking part in this      
homegrown celebration of our faith. 

June 12                Jesus Calls Us Friends      John 15.12-17 

Friendship is what the church is all about.  Did you know that Christians were called “friends” before they were 
called “Christians”?   Scripture says that the followers of Jesus were first called Christians at Antioch after Jesus’ 
death and resurrection and the ensuing persecution of the early church.  But it was Jesus himself who first called 
his followers “friends”.  It was Jesus’ most intimate word to describe the relationship that he wanted with his   
followers. 

June 19                    A Father’s Legacy                     I Kings 2.1-4 

Before Dad died, we all had a chance to be with him through long days in the hospital.  We talked about           
important things, expressed our love, told him of our gratitude for being the kind of father that he was.  Whether 
we know it or not, everyday we are bestowing on others our legacy.  It’s invisible and intangible but it is all       
important.  David’s words to his son Solomon on his deathbed were not about how to rule, how to win wars,  
how to be a political power broker and how to accumulate and increase wealth.  David’s final words had to do 
with what it means to walk with God in simple daily trust and obedience.  What legacy are you creating for those 
whom you love? 

June 26                              Jesus and the Sunday Blue Laws            John 5.1-13 

Jesus ran head  on into a lot of “blue laws” that got him into a trouble.  For example, he healed people on the 
Sabbath.  Big mistake according to the religious leaders of that time.    We sometimes have our own “blue laws”, 
unwritten and not always logical or rational.  But we’ve always “done it that way”  and so challenging tradition 
and embedded expectations gets us into trouble.  The healing of the lame man got Jesus into trouble with the 
religious authorities.   When God brings people and situations into our path that challenge our expectations and 
opinions, maybe it’s His way of telling us to have an open mind and focus on what God wants to do even if it’s  
outside the boundaries of our own Blue Laws. 

July 3                                        Don’t Kick the Donkey                            Acts 9.1-9, Luke 22.47-51  

A man, a donkey and an angel come together to teach us a profound lesson about acceptance of that which feels 
like failure or disappointment.   When things don’t go our way we have two choices:  1.  We can force our will 
upon the circumstances or people and get our way at all costs.  Or 2.  We can change our plans, accept the reality 
and go in a different direction.   It is the gift of divine wisdom to know when to back off, change course, make 
adjustments and look for the deeper meanings of why we’ve been stopped in our tracks.  The story of a man, a 
donkey and an angel can be found in Numbers 22-24.       



THINKING OUT LOUD…….      

We all live inside an invisible world called our “Comfort Zone” in which we feel secure, safe 
and life is fairly predictable.  In the “Comfort Zone” we are in control and we have learned 
what to  expect and how to function so that we remain reasonably happy and contented.  
Our comfort zones determine how much risk we’ll allow into our lives.   Our comfort zone 
helps us filter out new experiences that may push us beyond where we want to go.  Thus 
we are saved from making fools of ourselves in places where we don’t feel competent. 

You can ask me to preach, pray, or play the piano but don’t ask me to sing a solo.  That’s out 
there beyond my comfort zone.  Some of you are willing to stand up in front on a Sunday 
morning and be the Lay Reader.  For others, that’s out there beyond the edges of their  
comfort zones.  We have them in every area of life:  at work, at home, at school, at church, 
and in our private leisure moments.  I can handle a golf club or a tennis racket but don’t  
expect to see me out there on a surf board getting pounded by a big wave.  It’s way beyond 
my comfort zone.   

So our comfort zones can be helpful in defining our lives, and protecting us from our own or     
others’ foolishness.  They form a stable, predictable, secure environment in which we can 
live each day with reasonable confidence.   

But there’s a downside to comfort zones:  they also limit growth.  They can turn us into 
couch potatoes on the sofa of life.  If we never step beyond their borders, we always settle 
for what’s safe, known, predictable and cozy.   Our comfort zones are neighbors with     
complacency, growing stale, bored and boring.   

Abraham and Sarah were called by God to step outside their comfort zones when he called 
them to leave their home and follow him along an unknown route, to an unknown location, 
to be the father of an as yet nonexistent and unknown nation.  And God would bless them 
with too many descendants to count – yet they were way beyond the age of bearing        
children.  Talk about stepping outside your comfort zone.  Yet Abraham and Sarah did.  God 
was faithful to His promise, and they were blessed and became a blessing just as God   
promised. 

What would it mean for you to step outside those safe and secure boundaries you’re living 
in as a Christian?  Where is God calling you to grow, to risk, to become vulnerable?  What is 
standing in the way?  It’s an important question for you to ask personally… and for us to ask 
as a church. 

I see blessings beyond the boundaries… 

 

  

Pastor Ron Kent 



     Did You Know… 
 
   

 That our new Resource Chair, Pastor Nixon Jack, has created a Work Day 
for the  congregation on the second Saturday of each month from 9am to 
1pm?  Come and join the fun!  Our members are getting lots done, creating 
a beautiful campus and having some food and fun along the way! 

 
 That Kepola Ishikawa, Drenzen Queddeng, and Striesand Galdones, with 

Priscilla Kent along as their chaperone, are heading to the National Youth 
Event ”Believe”, in Florida the latter part of July? The event is expecting 
over 4,000 attendees.  Our kids have been fundraising all year and have 
brought in thousands of dollars towards their trip.  GOOD JOB kids!! They 
are still fundraising through the month of June selling those yummy Big 
Island Candy bars. 

 
 That we now have a “stat counter” on our website and we have been       

receiving an average of 45 hits a month on our site? If you have not visited 
the site in awhile, please do so.  There are new pictures in the gallery,     
sermons, a mission donation page,  a monthly calendar and more.  

  
 That  Debbie Sasan, Pastor Nixon Jack and Bob Ahia will represent FUPC 

at this year’s Aha Makua “Called as Partners” in Honolulu?  This  two day 
event will feature key note speakers Rev. Dr. Min Heui Cheon,  Executive 
Secretary of  Partnership and Ecumenical Relations for the Presbyterian 
Church in the Republic of Korea and Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson who  
is the Minister for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations in the Office of the 
General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ.  Debbie, 
Pastor Nixon and Bob have also been asked by the Aha Makua organizers 
to prepare and present a session to the group titled “Mutual Ministry in     
a Multi-Cultural Setting”, which is based on FUPC’s long standing              
relationship with our Kosraean Fellowship.  

 
 That our congregation will be asked to fill out a Pastor Evaluation form on 

May 29th and June 5th?   
 

 That Pastor Ron will be returning from his 2 – week vacation on June 9th 
and we will be having our Communion Service on June 12th this month? 

  That we will receive the “Strengthen the Church” offering during the 
month of June? 

   



 

  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Fay Jack  Agnes Perreira       

Song Soon Lee                Ray Stewart 

Mike Gardner  Pedro Queja 

Doris Toma  Sofia Bumanglag 

Eric Wyatt   

        Happy June Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

Jeremy Agag (1st) 
Magie Galdones  (3rd) 
Monica Pacris  (3rd) 
Shigeru Kataoka ( 5th) 
Jeremy Taylor (7th) 
Eva Mally Esau (10th) 
Maile Wasserman (12th) 
Fay Jack (13th) 
Rosemarie Esau (13th) 
Sephine Dizon (19th) 
Kristel Tumaneng (20th) 
Darren Dela Cruz (23rd) 
June Dela Cruz (27th) 
 



                   Tough Interview? 

              Pickled Mango or Five Fingers 
        From the kitchen of Dorothy Kataoka 
 
1C. Vinegar 
1T. Hawaiian Salt 
1 Gal. Skinned and sliced Mango (about 20 mangos) 
2C. Sugar 
1pkg Li Hing Mui (opt) 
 
Mix sugar, vinegar, salt and Li Hing Mui (opt.). Pour over 
sliced mango.  Soak overnight and refrigerate. 



          FAITH    HOPE   LOVE 
     And now these three remain faith, hope and love. 

   But the greatest of these is love” 

                                                                                    Corinthians 13:13 

 

The FUPC Council meets every fourth Sunday of the month.  We continue to share with you current events that 

are happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on the narthex bulletin 

board. 

 

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 

 

 Come join us every second Saturday of the month for congregation workday.  Bring the family, a 

friend and if possible a refreshment to share. Next workday will be June 11, from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.   

If you have any questions or would like to help in a specific area please contact Rev. Nixon Jack our 

Resource Committee chairperson. 

 

 If you would like to be a part of worship on Sundays, we are looking for individuals to serve as   

ushers/greeters, lay leaders, communion servers and coffee hour hosts.  A sign-up sheet is posted in 

the narthex next to the flower sign-up sheet. Every little way you are able to serve is much       

appreciated.  Feel free to partner up with others for coffee hour or find someone to serve 

alongside you as an usher/greeter. 
 

 The FUPC Pastoral Search Committee continues to review profiles with the support of the Hawaii   

Conference United Church of Christ. 

 

 We are actively searching for an individual to lead the Outreach Committee. Please see Debbie 

Sasan or Rev. Kent if you are interested or would like to know more about this position. 

 

 Three of our youth and an adult chaperone will be attending the National Youth Event in Orlando,    

      Florida July 26-30, 2016.  Please support our youth as they make every effort to raise money for this   

      event. See Striesand Galdones if you are interested in purchasing Big Island Candies Crunch Bars.    

      You can also support them by going to www.gofundme.com to view their stories and make a         

      donation on line or through the church office.  If you have any questions please feel free to approach  

      Kepola Ishikawa, Striesand Galdones, Drenzen Queddeng, Prisiclla Kent, Debbie Sasan or Rev.  

      Kent. 

 

 The Sunday school room renovation is near completion. The committee is currently working on  

purchasing cabinets.  Thank you to Priscilla Kent, Karena Asejo, Kepola Ishikawa and Sali Queja 

for taking on this task. 

 

Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your council members suggestions, questions or concerns 

that you would like to address in your church life.  You can also contact me at: debbiefupc@gmail.com 

 

God Bless You, 

Debbie Sasan 

              Moderator 

http://www.gofundme.com


   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 

                                  JUNE 2016 

 

     USHERS/GREETERS                                 COMMUNION PREP 

 Kepola Ishikawa & Striesand Galdones                  *** June 12   Robert Ahia 

          

                     

 

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                                  COMMUNION SERVERS 

June 5 Faymae Queja                      

June 12 Kristel Tumaneng    *** June 12  Team #3  June, Karisa, Royalyn & Kepola 

June 19 Ray Stewart  

June 26 Danny Dizon 

  

  

   COFFEE HOUR                              FLOWERS 

June 5 Jane McLean          

June 12 Jeremy Agag     

June 19 Marlo & Ella Fontanilla              

June 26 Kosraean Fellowship 

                 

  

     

    ACOLYTE 

  Sheycie Asejo 

    

   ***Communion will be held on June 12th 


