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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Epiphany we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us as we 

grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with the     

Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early    

missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society 

in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the 

church exists and why you belong.         
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                          Return Service Requested 
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                                        Sermon Themes for February 

  

Feb. 7                                        The Rude Host and the Gracious Sinner                         Luke 7.36-50 

The woman who washed Jesus’ feet and dried them with her hair was an outcast in her society.  The Pharisee, 

the “righteous” religious leader hosting the dinner did not extend the normal courtesy of welcome to Jesus but 

the woman did.  It’s a story about the relationship between grace and hospitality.  Being gracious and               

welcoming to others arises out of our own sense of having received grace and being grateful for it.    

  

Feb. 14                  Seeing the Unseen                              Mark 5.21ff 

What impossible situation in your life is defeating you, discouraging you?  In this passage, Jesus         

confronts two impossible tragedies and transforms them into a celebration of victory and hope.  A  

small daughter is dying and the parents are helpless to do anything about it.  A woman has lived with 

shame and despair for twelve years because of unstoppable bleeding.  Jesus resolves both impossible         

situations with tenderness and grace.  What is your impossible situation? 

 

Feb. 21        Plowing Straight                             Luke 9.51-62 

Plowing a field is an art that comes with practice.  It’s important to make straight furrows that go from 

edge to edge and cover the entire field.  Picking out a tree or landmark far across the field can help to 

keep the tractor and plow moving straight ahead.  Looking back and looking down is an easy way to  

create crooked furrows that waste time, energy and seed.  Jesus was a man of the earth and so warned 

those who wanted to follow him to “not look back” - but to make a commitment and move straight 

ahead.  What does that mean for us today?  

 

Feb. 28       Mustard Seed Living                                           Mark 4.26-34 

We are always planting seeds….either of healing kindness and grace, or of angry, judgmental criticism.  

Each seed bears fruit.  Scripture says that we will reap what we sow.  Mustard seeds are tiny, out of all 

proportion to the tree that grows through planting and growth.  Our daily actions, words, silence and 

choices are the seeds that determine what kind of harvest we will experience in our lives down the 

road.  Give kindness….expect kindness in return.  Give judgment….receive judgment in return.  Each day 

we plant many seeds….some good, some not so good.  Mustard seed living calls us to be mindful of our 

daily choices that result in blessings ….or curses.  

               



THINKING OUT LOUD……. 
 

The dinner party was just an ordinary and predictable gathering of important religious leaders 
curiously trying to figure out who Jesus was and what he was about.   Then the woman showed 
up.  She had a “reputation” in town for being someone you wouldn’t want to be seen with if 
you cared about your image.  Labeled “immoral” and “sinner” you can imagine where her life 
choices or circumstances had led her. 
 
Somehow, she gained access to the home of the Pharisee and went over to where Jesus was 
reclining at the meal.  She had an alabaster flask of precious, aromatic oil with her.  She broke it 
and poured the contents onto Jesus feet.  As the oil mixed with her tears, she began to wipe his 
feet dry with her hair.  It stopped every conversation around the table cold.  The important 
men eating there stared.  What thoughts went through their minds? 
 
The host was embarrassed and ashamed, for himself and for Jesus.  Doesn’t Jesus know who 
this woman is?  How could he allow her to come near, let alone to pour oil over his feet and 
wipe them with her hair?   The host was filled with indignation and judgment, ready to punish 
her and throw her out the door. 
 
Jesus stopped him.  And turned the spotlight on the host who thought he was surely better 
than this woman many times over.   Jesus pointed out that the host had failed to offer Jesus the 
basic courtesy of hospitality when he entered.  There had been no welcoming ritual.  No     
washing of feet.  Nothing to make Jesus feel welcomed and respected.   But, Jesus pointed 
out… the woman had not ceased to wash his feet, to weep tears of repentance, to wipe his feet 
with her hair.  The conclusion was clearly an embarrassment for the host:  “whoever is forgiven 
much loves much and whoever is forgiven little loves little.” 
 
It all goes back to what we see from our vantage point in life.  The Pharisee host saw only a   
sinner, an immoral woman doing something shameful in his house.  Jesus saw heartbroken   
repentance and sorrow from a woman who had been used and abused, rejected and reviled.   
Perspective is the filter through which we see life and make our choices and judgments about 
what is good and bad, worthy and unworthy.   Two people looking at the same facts can arrive 
at different conclusions.   It happened to Jesus.  It happens to us too. 
 
At home, at work, in the church… we can have radar for what is threatening, what is risky, what 
undermines our sense of security.  It is guaranteed that if we are looking for something out of 
place, something to complain about, something to judge another person for… we will surely 
find it.  But if we’re looking for the blessing, sensitive to the gifts and positive ripples in a    
situation, or a person… we will find that too.   We will always find what we’re looking for!!   
Where Jesus found beauty, the Pharisee found ugliness. 
 
What are you looking for? 
 

                                       

                              Pastor Ron  



Did You Know… 

 
 That the Manse is being painted, cleaned and made ready for new tenants? If you know of  

anyone looking for a wonderful house in a great location, please call Karen Bade at Clark 

Realty at 933-9600. 

 That the Resource Committee has a full list of upgrades and repairs that they are working 

on as they seek to keep our church facilities in good repair?  The list includes: cleaning the 

gutters, removing and replacing the fascia, upgrading the kitchen ceiling, cleaning and    

restoring the nursery area behind the Sunday School room, and more.  Thanks to all the 

volunteers who help out in many ways….keeping our facilities in good shape.   

 That Sunday sermons are now available to read or download on our church website?  Click 

on the  tab named “Sermons” at the top of our  website Home Page at 

www.fupchurch.org.  Then click on the icon for the sermon of your choice. 

 That our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, Feb. 14th following the morning service?  

Plan to stay and affirm the various committees and ministries of our church family. 

 That the Young People of our church are sponsoring a “Valentine ‘s Day Lunch-In” after 

church on Sunday, Feb. 14th?  The proceeds will go toward the cost of their trip to the    

National Youth Event in Orlando, Florida this coming July. 

 That Ray Stewart, our Treasurer will be attending the HCUCC Church Leaders Event  2016 

on February 27th?  This is an important gathering in Honolulu in which up-to-date            

information is shared and networking is encouraged for all Hawaii Conference church  

leaders throughout the State. 

 That we received a copy of the 75th Anniversary Booklet for our “First Foreign Church” 

that was held in 1943?  It is full of interesting material and photo’s.  It is displayed in the 

glass case in the Narthex.  Please let the office know if you would like a copy. 

 That we now, courtesy of an anonymous donor, have a weekly advertisement in the  Friday 

Worship Section of the Hawaii Tribune-Herald?  Be sure to check it out! 

 That the Hawaii Conference of the United Church of Christ is now taking nominations for 

Chairperson, Secretary, Youth/Young Adult At-Large Member, Justice & Witness Missional 

Team Chairperson, Stewardship Missional Team Chairperson and Hawaii Conference   

Foundation Trustee?   If you are interested  in applying for any of these positions please 

contact Chris  in our church office to obtain the forms.  

 



 

  Happy February Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

Kalehua Lee  (3rd) 
Edwin “JR” Pacris (8th) 
Robert Ahia (9th) 
Bill Stormont (11th) 
Izaac Queja-Bidad (13th) 
Brian Padilla (13th) 
Admiral Tumaneng (17th) 
Randal Payao (24th) 

  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Fay Jack  Agnes Perreira 

Joe Wahl  Song Soon Lee  

Mike Gardner  Pedro Queja 

Doris Toma  Ray Stewart 

Eric Wyatt  Geronima Solmerin 

George Paaluhi 



                        COUNCIL KORNER 

    

“The possibilities are numerous once we decide to act and not react” 

                                                                                        George Bernard Shaw 

 

The FUPC Council meets every fourth Sunday of the month.  We continue to share with you current events 

that are happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on the narthex       

bulletin board. 

 

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 

 

 Thank you to everyone who made our Holiday Season at FUPC one to remember. 

 If you would like to be a part of worship on Sundays, we are looking for individuals to serve as    

ushers/greeters, lay leaders, communion servers and coffee hour hosts.  A sign-up sheet is posted in 

the narthex next to the flower sign-up sheet.  Every little way you are able to serve is much        

appreciated.  Feel free to partner up with others for coffee hour or find someone to serve  

alongside you as an usher/greeter. 

 The FUPC Pastoral Search Committee continues to review profiles with the support of the Hawaii 

Conference United Church of Christ. 

 We are searching for two individuals to fill the Council position of Outreach Chairperson and    

Resource Committee Chairperson. 

 We continue to address the on-going Manse and campus maintenance/repairs. 

 FUPC will be sending four youth and an adult chaperone to the National Youth Event that will be 

held this summer in Orlando, Florida.  Please support these young people as they make every effort 

to raise money for this event.  If you have any questions or would like to support them in any         

particular way please feel free to approach Kepola Ishikawa or Faye Persson. 

 Good News!  The Sunday school room renovation is near completion. 

 We continue to look for caretakers for concert rehearsals and concert events.  This responsibility pays 

$10.00 per hour. If you are interested please inquire through the church office or approach any of the 

Council members.  Please keep in mind that if anyone wants to use the facility for events, the Council 

needs advance notice to approve these events.  Caretakers need to be in place before a Request for 

Facility Use contract can be approved. 

 

Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your council members suggestions, questions or 

concerns that you would like to address in your church life. I also have a FUPC e-mail address that you 

can contact me at: debbiefupc@gmail.com 

                                                                                   

              God Bless You, 

                                                                                      Debbie Sasan, 

                                                                                         Moderator 



   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 

                              FEBRUARY 2016 

 

  USHERS/GREETERS                                      COMMUNION PREP 

         Letti & Jeremy Agag                              Bob Ahia 

   

 

 

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                                             COMMUNION SERVERS 

Feb. 7  Faymae Queja                            Bob, Debbie, Gail & Jeremy 

Feb. 14 Kristel Tumaneng 

Feb. 21 Ray Stewart 

Feb. 28 Danny Dizon 

  

  

   COFFEE HOUR                                     FLOWERS 

Feb. 7  Debbie Sasan       Jane McLean 

Feb. 14 Jeremy Agag             Gwynn Sosa 

Feb. 21 Jane McLean      Gwynn Sosa 

Feb. 28 Kosraean Fellowship     Gwynn Sosa         

  

     

    ACOLYTE 

    Ben Wyatt 

      


