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      RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Ordinary Time between Pentecost and Advent, we welcome you and your loved 

ones (including children) to join us as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United 

Church of Christ and affiliated with the Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the 

congregational church of the early missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as 

The First Foreign Church and Society in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Language Bible Study                                                  7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean Language Service                                                        1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the 

church exists—and why you belong. 

                 August  2014 



FIRST NEWS – NEWSLETTER OF FIRST UNITED PROTESTANT CHURCH, HILO, HI  AUGUST  2014 
 

WORSHIP THEMES FOR AUGUST 
 
 
 

August 10     Staying Flexible       Mark 2.18-22 
Jesus talked a lot about change, being open to new ways of thinking, doing and believing.  The religious          
establishment of his day resisted this teaching.  It threatened their authority and power.  God’s Spirit is         
dynamic and contemporary.  Yet we sometimes find our lives, and our church, stuck in predictable, time-worn 
ways of living and working.  Today’s passage challenges our comfort zones and calls us to a life of openness, 
flexibility, and growth as we fulfill Christ’s call to mission and the abundant life. 
 
   
August 17     On Not Giving Up                     Luke 18-1-8 
A poor widow had suffered unjustly and sought to be vindicated and compensated for the unfairness she      
experienced.  She appealed to the judge with no response.   She would not give up.  Again and again, she came 
to him to plead her cause.  Finally he relented, not for the sake of justice, but because she wore him down and 
it was the only way he could get rid of her.  She was finally vindicated.  It’s a homely parable.  But it speaks    
volumes about not giving up on ourselves, or on others, or on God. 
 
 
August 24     Face to Face With a Bully                      I Samuel 17 
Bullies come in all sizes and shapes, and we’ve all had the experience of feeling intimidated, paralyzed, and  
diminished by people or situations that we could label “bully”.   David, the Shepherd, was face to face with a 
huge bully in the person of Goliath.  We all know what happened that day and who came out on top.  From this 
encounter, we can learn  some important lessons for when we come face to face with the bullies in our life.   
  
 
August 31     Words, Words, Words        Matthew 21.23-32 
The old saying is that “the road to hell is paved with good intentions”.   In principle, it’s easy to affirm a lot of 
noble, moral, spiritual and beautifully expressed sentiments.   But when it comes to getting our hands dirty and 
sweating some, it gets harder.  The religious leaders in today’s passage knew all the right words, had memo-
rized Scripture, could even teach  it.  But living it was another matter.   Jesus said that their words were just so 
much hot air.  This encounter challenges us to own an authentic faith that is more than mere words. 
 
  
September 7     Forgiven and Forgiving        Matthew 18.21-35 
 Are you a prisoner of someone who is holding you hostage because you can’t bring yourself to forgive them?  
Have you given them that much power over you to keep you locked up in your hurt that may be turning into 
bitterness?  Today’s Good News and the offer of our Lord is:  Release that person.  Forgive them.  Let it go.  No, 
its not easy. It certainly isn’t “cheap” because its costing you a lot to let that offense go.  But if you don’t, you’ll 
be a prisoner forever.   

 
 
 



THINKING OUT LOUD… 
  

Candles and churches go together.   In our church we have two candles on the altar table.  Each 
week, the children of the church take turns as acolytes, lighting the candles.  And each week, we hold 
our breath hoping the candles won’t tip over.   
 
Our two old candles have witnessed marriages, funerals, Easter and Christmas celebrations,          
concerts, and hundreds of morning worship services.  But like aging sentinels of love, they have 
grown old and feeble… tottering dangerously on their warped bases as the flames from the           
children’s candle lighter touched their wicks and brought them to life.   They would sway back and 
forth on their stands and then, as they were lit successfully,  we would breathe a sigh of relief.   
 
Fire in the sanctuary… it’s a great image that one can find throughout the Bible.  Go all the way back 
to Moses searching for God, and you’ll find a bush on fire.  Moses kicked off his sandals because God 
was in the fire.  It was a “Holy Ground” moment.   Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all built altars and 
started fires to consume their sacrifices.  Each time, God showed up.    Elijah trounced the priests of 
Baal in a fire-starting contest to see whose God was more powerful.  After soaking the altar and    
sacrifice with a dozen barrels of water, he called out in prayer, and God lit up that pile of rocks with  
a fire so hot that even the stones were turned to dust.  
 
Lighting the candles on Sunday mornings is a Holy Ground moment, with meaning that reaches all 
the way back to the burning bush.   Jesus declares of himself, “I am the light of the world.  He who 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the Light of life.”   And then, “You are the light of 
the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hid.”   John wrote, “In him was life, and that life was the light 
of all humankind.”   For us, light is measured in watts and source – incandescent, florescent, laser, 
etc.  In Jesus’ day, the only light source was fire.   
 
Sunday morning candle lighting connects us to the ancient understanding that where there is fire, 
there is God.   At the end of the service, the flames are extinguished.  The truth is, the flame is still 
burning – in our hearts, that sacred Holy Ground where God dwells within us.  As we move out of our 
pews, leaving the sanctuary behind, we carry within us the sacred fire of God’s life and presence.   
And we become candle lighters in our world of work and family, neighborhood and community.   
 
The fire of God is not confined to Sunday morning altars.  The fire of God is alive in us where our lives 
touch other lives in sacred acts of love, prayer, healing, compassion, forgiveness and sacrifice.  From 
Sunday morning church to the streets of Hilo and beyond, the Holy Fire of the Divine Presence, 
spreads from one person to another.  “A candle loses nothing by lighting another candle.” 
 
Now we have NEW candle stands!  Beautiful, shiny, secure and stable… thanks to an anonymous    
donor.  New candle stands, but the same Fire! 
 
Taking off my shoes… 
 
Pastor Ron 



UPDATE ON CHURCH PROFILE – RESULTS 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped to fill in the two posters in the Narthex during the past month.  One 
poster indicates our preferences when it comes to qualities of pastoral leadership we think are needed 
in our church.  The other poster contains demographic information about our members.  This              
information will be included in the Church Profile by the Pastoral Search Committee and then sent to 
the Hawaii Conference office for circulation. 
 
The church profile asks for the top twelve qualities/skills of pastoral leadership and here are the results 
in order of preference: (there are 14 because of a tie in several of the categories) 
 An effective preacher/speaker 
 Makes pastoral calls on people in hospitals and nursing homes, and homebound members 
 Effective in planning and leading worship 
 Works regularly at bringing new members into the church 
 Deals effectively with conflict 
 Is accepting of people with divergent views 
 Is effective in working with youth 
 Maintains confidentiality 
 Regularly encourages people to participate in UCC activities and programs 
 Is effective in working with children 
 Has a strong commitment to the educational ministry of the church 
 Works regularly in the development of stewardship growth 
 Is a person of faith 
 Is a compassionate and caring person 
 
 

KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOL STARTING WEDNESDAY, JULY 30 
 

The happy sounds of children gathering for pre-school are back as Kamehameha Pre-school began a 
new year on Wednesday, July 30.   All the classroom floors have been stripped and refinished, rooms 
are cleaned, bathrooms are repaired, fire ants have been banished and the teachers are ready.  Pastor 
Ron will again be meeting with the children generally twice a month for chapel services in our           
sanctuary.   It’s a joy to have this crew back again for the 12th year! 
 
 

WEBSITE UPDATES: www.fupchurch.org 
 

Check out the church website – new information is being added regularly.  The latest addition is a tab 
for NEWSLETTERS.  On this tab, all this years’ newsletters beginning with January 2014 are available 
in .pdf format for viewing.   Other additions and changes are coming along as well including more     
photos and calendar information for what’s happening in our church.  Thanks go to Chris Oda, our     
Administrative Assistant, who knows her way around websites and is making these changes. 
 

 
 
 



TYPHOON HAIYAN PROJECT 
 

Our mission this year is to assist in the educational rehabilitation of Hernani Elementary 
School located on the eastern coast of the Philippines that was ravaged by the strength of  
Hurricane Haiyan towards the end of last year. As we have done in previous years with the 
public schools of our own community, we extended our sympathy and aloha by coming        
together to help those who have lost basic essentials needed for their education. 

In March we asked for donations of basic classroom supplies including binder paper, pencils, 
tablets, ball point pens, erasers, crayons, pencil boxes, rulers, glue, chalk, scissors, paper clips 
and portfolios. In addition, we have collected several miscellaneous items including oral       
hygiene, envelopes and book covers. We sent our first box at the beginning of June to Ezra 
Valido M.D. who is a member of the Rural Health Unit in Hernani and will distribute the      
supplies accordingly. 

As an ongoing project, donations of school supplies to revitalize and sustain Hernani             
Elementary School are always accepted. Thank you to those who have put your time and     
effort towards this  mission project. 

 
 

NEWSPAPER WORKDAY 
 

Ten volunteers showed up on Saturday, July 19 to help process the newspapers that had been 
donated for support of Raymark Dela Cruz in the Philippines through the Pearl S. Buck       
Foundation.  The response from members and friends of the church is much appreciated.   
 
The newspapers need to have the slick color inserts removed, then they are stacked in neat 
piles of approximately 20 lbs. and rolled and tied.  They are then ready for delivery to the 
buyer, a greenhouse in lower Puna.  This takes a lot of work!  With refreshments to share and 
friendship to energize, the work went forward and finally the newspapers were ready for     
delivery to the Hawaii Tropicals Greenhouse.    
 
Through their purchase of the recycled papers, we are able to support Raymark’s education 
and health care needs.  It’s a WIN-WIN-WIN-WIN project -  for Raymark, for the Environment, 
for the greenhouse, and for the church’s mission outreach.  Thanks to Joanne Pocsidio, Jane 
McClean, JoAnn Park,  Letti Agag,  Sali Queja, Charlene & McGil Tolenna, Gail Kagawa,  Debbie 
& Courtney Sasan.   
 

  
 



DID YOU KNOW… 
 That New Song will begin taking part in the morning worship services in August?   

If you can add your voice to this important ministry… we would all be so grateful.  
For now rehearsals are on Sunday morning before church. 

 
 That the Sunday morning bells are silenced?  There is a broken connection      

somewhere between the switch by the organ and the bells in the tower… and 
we’re working on finding and fixing it! 

 
 That we are still looking for a person to be our Children’s Ministry Coordinator? If 

you know of  someone who has a love for children, a solid faith and would be    
willing to devote 2 hours per week to this ministry… please speak to Pastor Ron. 

 
 That the educational wing of the church in which Kamehameha Preschool is       

located was recently treated for fire ants – both inside and outside? 
 
 That our church will host the annual Thanksgiving Celebration sponsored by        

Interfaith Communities in Action gathering on Tuesday evening, November 25      
at 7 p.m.?  This is a large gathering of religious communities from Hilo and East 
Hawaii.  We’ll all need to pitch in and help.  Its an exciting opportunity.  Stay  
tuned for more details! 

            New Candles on the Altar 



We trust in God. 

We love OUR COUNTRY 

And will respect it’s laws 

We will play fair 

And strive to win 

But win or loose 

We will always do 

OUR BEST 

KOSREAN NEWS 

  Happy August Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

Maulin Alokoa (3rd), Petra Queja (6th), Danny Dizon ( 8th), Jessie Gacula (11th), Sali Queja 

(23rd), Shannylen Dayoan (24th), Katharine Stormont (31st) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            AUGUST 2014 

 

    USHERS/GREETERS                           COMMUNION PREP 

Bob Ahia & Lettie Agag                          Bob Ahia 

 

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                          COMMUNION SERVERS 

Aug 03  Streisand Galdones           Team #2 FayMae, Kepola, Streisand & Shanylen 

Aug 10  Fay Jack 

Aug 17  Jade Iokepa 

Aug 24  Danny Dizon 

Aug 31  Margo Aguiar 

  

   COFFEE HOUR                          FLOWERS 

Aug  03  Bob Ahia                Lettie Agag    

Aug 10  Kathleen Kim                   Jane McLean 

Aug 17  Jeremy Agag        Marlo & Ella Fontanilla in Memory of Son, Julius 

Aug 24  Kosraean Fellowship            Sali Quejo & Jessie Gacula 

Aug 31  “All the Filipino Ladies” 

 

    ACOLYTE 

   Ben Wyatt 

                                Note 

If you are unable to be at church on the Sunday you are scheduled to  participate, please 

find a substitute and let the office k now as soon as   possible so we may print their name 

in the worship bulletin.  Mahalo. 

   SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION 


