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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Ordinary Time between Pentecost and Advent, we welcome you and your loved 

ones (including children) to join us as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United 

Church of Christ and affiliated with the Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the 

congregational church of the early missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as 

The First Foreign Church and Society in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the 

church exists—and why you belong.         

                                  November 2014 

                          Return Service Requested 
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November 2   Caution!  God At Work    Philippians 1.1-11
  
Living in Hawaiian Paradise Park, we commute daily to Hilo through a construction zone.  They’re    
widening the highway to handle the growing population and traffic out that way.   It means slowing 
down, sometimes to a crawl.  It means leaving early for appointments, burning more gas and         
sometimes feeling angry that there seems to be no improvement.   Actually, we’re all living in a        
construction zone.  It’s called LIFE.   Caution!  God is at work.  Be grateful.  Pay attention. Learn the  
lessons, grow in grace, figure out how to love the unlovely, seek to forgive and to be forgiven, see    
beyond the surface to what’s really happening inside.   Our church is in a construction zone too.  
What’s God doing? 
 
November 9   A New Twist on an Old Story   Matt. 25.14-30 
The parable of the talents can be interpreted in two different ways.  In the traditional interpretation, 
the two “faithful” servants multiplied their master’s money and received praise.  The third servant  
buried the master’s money and got himself fired.  Use what you’re given.  Don’t waste it, bury it or try 
to hold on to it.  The other interpretation is this:  If increasing wealth comes at the expense of injuring 
the poor, the marginalized and the “have nots” of the world, then better to not participate or support 
such an injustice.  The third servant did not “sell out” but he paid a price for it.  What does this parable 
say to us and to our church? 
 
November 16   Life in the In Between    Exodus 17.1-7 
Have you ever been stuck?   It’s a place where we feel paralyzed, afraid to go forward, unable to go 
backward.  We are ‘in between’ a rock and a hard place, afraid to fail, afraid to make the wrong         
decision, afraid to embarrass ourselves.  The Jewish exiles wandering in the Sinai desert were living    
‘in between’ – with no home in Egypt and no home in the Promised Land… yet.   Our church is living in 
an “in between” time and maybe you are too.  Today’s good news is that God is walking with us 
through whatever wilderness we may be experiencing right now.  In Between passages are where God 
becomes more than an abstraction. 
 
November 23    Learning From the Widows  I Kings 17.7-16, 2 Kings 4.1-8
  
There are two ways of looking at life that determine nearly everything we have, or do or become.  We 
can look at life through the lens of “Scarcity” or through the lens of “Abundance”.    Scarcity is rooted in 
fear that we don’t have enough and that there is a limited supply.  Abundance is rooted in the          
conviction that there is always enough and more available as we are faithful with what we have been 
given.  Two widows from the Hebrew scriptures teach us the difference between these two words –     
a very important lesson as we think about our church budget, what we can give and how God will meet 
our needs in the year to come. 
 
November 30         Why Me, Lord?      Matt. 2.13-18   
At the beginning of Advent, we meet a number of people who could have easily said, “Why me, Lord?” 
Zechariah the old priest said it.  Elizabeth, his wife did too?  Mary’s mother, feeling shame at her 
daughter being pregnant and not married, Joseph who just wanted a simple life with the love of his life, 
but ended up being an adoptive father to the son of God, all the mothers of the two year old boys who 
were killed as Herod raged with jealousy and fear that one of them would take his throne.  Have you 
ever asked that question?  Why me Lord?  You’re not alone.  How does God answer that question?



THINKING OUT LOUD… 
 
I found every pin but one.  A new shirt comes pinned in every conceivable corner and crevice, holding it 
together just so.  Pins at the collar button, pins on the shoulders, pins holding the sleeves to the back, a 
pin at the bottom of the buttons.  I thought I got them all, but I missed one. 
 
I found it after a couple of hours of wearing the shirt for the first time.  It announced its presence as I 
got into the car and turned my body in just the right way.  Ouch!!  What was that??  A centipede?  A 
mosquito?  A fire ant?  A spider?  No.  Just one lonely, overlooked but very sharp pin. 
 
I double check shirts now.  I shake them, get them into a good light so that I can see clearly, run my 
hands over the material, examining and re-examining for overlooked pins because I don’t want to feel 
any more painful surprises. 
 
Now a pin, though tiny, can be a very useful and blessed instrument.  They can hold eyeglasses to-
gether, dig out splinters, hold papers on the wall, keep a seam in place, poke a hole where you need a 
tiny hole.  I do not blame the pin for bringing me pain.  It’s made to be very sharp on one end.  It’s that 
sharp end that makes the pin useful. 
 
The fault was not the pin’s but mine.  I was blind to the pin, though I looked and took out all that I 
could see.  The pin simply ended up being where it was not supposed to be… digging its way into my 
tender exterior. 
 
Behold the lesson of the pin.  Before you wear the shirt, you gotta take the pins out.  All of them!  It’s 
not enough to say, “Well, I got most of them out.  That’ll do.”  If this is your approach, you’ll be    
sorrrry.  Now you might think that the pins are our sins and weaknesses and foibles and dysfunctions.  
Fix ALL of these and you can wear your life safely and comfortably.  Life will be good.  Let one remain 
and you’ll be sorrrrry. 
 
But that’s not my point.  As soon as you remove all your bad qualities, you’re left with the worst one, 
and that’s spiritual pride.  But that one’s really hard to see for the person who has it.  So I’m not sure 
its possible to apply this little parable to our sins.  One or two always remain, and if we think we have 
taken care of them all, then we are surely in for a big surprise. 
 
The pins holding my shirt together teach me about Complicated Blessings.  In the right  place, the pin 
does wonderful things.  In the wrong place, the pin makes me yelp with pain.  A Complicated Blessing is 
something good that comes to me with a painful impact.  A Complicated blessing is not something I 
would choose but it ends up blessing me anyway.  Can you think of any? 
 
Here’s a few: 
-An illness that leads us to re-evaluate life, values,  priorities and leads us to live with greater        
awareness and gratitude. 
-A financial stress that prompts us to spend less and trust more. 
-Losing a job we like only to discover a job that we absolutely love. 
-Geckos.  They leave a mess everywhere they go.  But on the other hand, there are no mosquitoes in 
the house.  Behold, they are among the hidden pins in the shirt of life. 
 
Blessings to You! 
Pastor Ron 
 



 

Did you Know… 
 

 That the front door of the church and eventually all the fascia trim as well, is being          
renewed  with a fresh coat of paint?  The color will be a lighter brighter shade – and       
upgrade our entrance with a happy welcome!  Thanks to Priscilla Kent, John Wolf, Bob  
Ahia and the Church Council for pulling this project together. 

      That we are receiving orders for Poinsettias for the Christmas season to decorate the   
        church sanctuary?  The plants will cost $10. each and may be ordered using the forms on   
        the table in the Narthex.  Orders must be in by Sunday, November 16. 
 
      That a Devotional booklet is being prepared for this Advent season containing the writings   
        of our members and friends of the church?  If you would like to contribute a recipe, a   
        poem, a memory, or any other writing, please make sure it gets to our church office by   
        Sunday, November 16. 
 
 That we are creating a new church directory with photos?  We will be taking photos during 

the next few Sunday mornings.  Or if you have a favorite photo, please send it to the 
church email address or provide a copy for us to scan.  If your information needs to be 
changed, please let us know. 

 
 That the Hawaii Conference UCC Boundary Training for Clergy was held in the Library on 

October 21, 2014 and the Committee on Church Ministry met following the Training  
       Session. 
 
 That MusicFun with Aunty Roni, featuring Kindermusik, where children can enjoy singing 

and playing music for fun and learning, will begin in the Library on January 14, 2014.  
Classes will be held twice a week on Wednesdays and Saturdays.  Registration begins on 
November 17.  Please call Aunti Roni at 938-5406 for further information.   

 
ICIA Thanksgiving Celebration 
We will host this year’s Thanksgiving Celebration sponsored by Interfaith Communities in Action.  The 
gathering will take place on Tuesday evening, November 25 at 7:00 p.m. at our church.  This year’s 
theme is “Gratitude:  Sacred Ground We Share”.   Many religious communities from East Hawaii will be 
participating including Buddhist, Jewish, Muslim, Baha’I, Christian and others.   This celebration usually 
attracts more than 200 people and includes refreshments afterwards. 
 
Can you help?  We need people to assist outdoors with parking and security.  We need people in the 
church to receive donated food items and also the food for refreshments.   We need ushers and greet-
ers.   We need folks who will help with the set up and serving of the refreshments during the fellowship 
hour following the service.  If you can help in any of these areas, please get in touch with Pastor Ron or 
Chris in the church office. 
 
 
 
 



 The Latest News    
  from Raymark  
     Dela Cruz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We recently discovered a          

leak in the roof of our   

Lanai. 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 



 
Prayer Corner 
We have prayed for 4 year old Manai Tua`au regarding a possible 
lupus diagnosis.  Good News!  The tests are negative and there is 
no lupus.  Her condition is treatable.  Mom Moani gives thanks for 
all  our prayers. 
 
We prayed for guidance to find the right contractor to do carpen-
try work – and in two days, Susan was in touch with the person 
who would do the work, exceeding her expectations.  Susan gives 
thanks for our prayers. 
 
Please continue to pray for these individuals and situations: 
Jane McLean 
Fay Jack 
Agnes Perreira 
Dorothy Kataoka 
Mike Gardner 
Steve McKuhen 
Mama Emma Solmerin 
A family in Seattle whose son was killed in a logging accident 
A woman seeking meaningful and rewarding work and for her family 
A family whose father died recently and for those who mourn his passing 
 
It’s a simple thing to light a candle.  But behind the lighting is an intention, a spirit of caring and a 
prayer.  The symbolism of a small flame burning brightly makes visible the invisible reality that God 
cares, we care and we are never alone. 
 
 

Looking Ahead to 2015 
On Sunday, November 16, following the morning service, those in attendance will have an opportunity 
to review the proposed church budget for 2015.  Everyone should have received a copy in the mail by 
the first week of November.  This is a chance to ask questions and affirm the vision for ministry that we 
are called to fulfill in the year to come.   On Sunday, November 30, following the morning service, we 
will have our congregational meeting at which time the budget will be approved and new council  
members will be affirmed by the members. 
 
Our church has been able to fulfill its mission because of the faithful giving of friends and members 
through all the years we have been in existence.    From small gifts to large donations and bequests, we 
have moved forward, conscious that we are dependent on God’s provision for what we have been 
called to do.   When the Spirit speaks and says, “Get involved” “Don’t be afraid”  “I will bless you when 
you give”  “Your gift makes a difference”…. We need to listen to that still, small voice inviting us to be 
partners in healing and restoring those who have been hurt, disillusioned, and discouraged.  A church 
eager to fulfill its calling by God’s strength and provision will never have to worry about having 
enough to do the job. 
  



 Happy November Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

Frank Alokoa, Jr. (8th), Hanna Alokoa (8th), Ola Ha’a (9th), Karin Alokoa (11th), Fred Gacula (17th), Michael Springer 

(17th),, Fillmore Lorenzo (22nd), Izaiah Queja-Bidad (23rd), Sylvia Hammer (24th), Tulpe Dizon (26th), John Wolf (28th), 

Eric Hopfe (28th), Kurt Iokepa (29th), Melody Padilla (29th), Kayzee Solmerin (7th), Joel Queddeng  

   Kosraean News 

         
  Kosrae/Hilo Congregation prepares     

    for another year with Interfaith  

    Communities In Action Celebration.     

    Last year their harmonies really  

         “ROCKED THE HOUSE” 

                                      Kosrae  

                       Island of the Sleeping Lady 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     NOVEMBER 2014 

 

    USHERS/GREETERS                           COMMUNION PREP 

Shannylen Dayoan & Kepola Ishikawa    Margo Aguiar 

 

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                          COMMUNION SERVERS 

Nov. 2     FayMae  Queja       Team #1  Bob, Debbie, Carlene & John 

Nov. 9     Margo Aguiar 

Nov. 16   June Dela Cruz 

Nov. 23   Danny Dizon 

Nov. 30   Royalyn Solmerin 

 

   COFFEE HOUR                                 FLOWERS 

Nov. 2     Debbie Sasan 

Nov. 9     Kathleen Kim          Solmerin Family for Kayzee’s Birthday 

Nov. 16   Sali Queja 

Nov. 23   Kosraean Fellowship         Margo Aguiar 

Nov. 30   Debbie Sasan & Women’s Fellowship  Dale & Matilda Skilling         

             

    ACOLYTE 

   Shelcey & Sheycie Asejo 

 

                                Note 

If you are unable to be at church on the Sunday you are scheduled to  participate, please 

find a substitute and let the office k now as soon as   possible so we may print their name 

in the worship bulletin.  Mahalo. 

   SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION 


