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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Ordinary Time between Pentecost and Advent, we welcome you and your loved 

ones (including children) to join us as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United 

Church of Christ and affiliated with the Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the 

congregational church of the early missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as 

The First Foreign Church and Society in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the 

church exists—and why you belong.         

                                  January 2015 

                          Return Service Requested 
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Worship Themes for January 
 
January 4 
A New Year’s Promise                Jeremiah 29.10-14 
This is “Epiphany Sunday” – a word that means “a revelation, or revealing by the light”.   When we find 
ourselves in a dark space, unsure of tomorrow and unable to reclaim yesterday, we live by faith.   The 
Hebrew people lived in a very dark space that was full of fear and threats from their enemies.  God 
made a promise to them about their future, the same promise that’s offered to us:  “For surely I know 
the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future 
with hope.”   At the beginning of a New Year, questions come and maybe fears and doubts.  Listen to 
God’s promise – “I will give you a future with hope”.   What could that possibly mean?  Let’s think it 
through together… 

 
January 11 
Pressure Points and God’s Grace            Mark 1.29-31 
Peter’s mother-in-law was sick and there was company at the door.  How could she entertain?  Who 
would prepare the food?  She was sick in bed.  Call it a “pressure point”.  There are times in our lives 
when we have nothing more to give.  We need to receive.  We need others to wait on us because we 
have no strength to wait on them.  Is that where you are?  Jesus walked through the door, and grace 
saved  day.  It can happen for us too! 
 

January 18 
Guest Speaker – Pastor Ron & Priscilla on vacation 
 

January 25 

A Party for Coats              Mark 2.13-22 
Who are the “untouchables”?  They are anyone whom we have trouble sitting down to a meal with in 
the love of Christ.  Sometimes they are hidden from our eyes, living in ghettos of  poverty,              
homelessness, hunger… out on the margins of polite society.  Jesus could almost  always be found   
having conversations with people who were rejected by the mainstream religious leaders of the day.  
He attended their parties.  He became their friend.  What can we learn about our own “boundaries” 
and the mission to which we are called as followers of this Jesus? 
 

February 1 
Food for the Journey                           ccl. 11-12 (selected) 
“Cast your bread upon the waters…” says the wise man.  What does that mean?   The poetry of         
Ecclesiastes teaches us about investing ourselves generously, taking risks, accepting what we cannot 
control and living fully in the present and living with an eye to excellence.  Great lessons from a wise 
man named King Solomon. 
 

February 8 
Finding Peace in the Storm       Mark 4.35-41 
Jesus was sleeping very peacefully in the stern of the boat.  A storm raged and the disciples were  
frightened.  They woke him in a panic.  When storms of life come crashing into your world, what can 
we learn from this incident that will help us to find peace and poise in the midst of the threatening 
waves?  The prophet writes, “You are loved with an everlasting love and beneath you are the            
everlasting arms.”   

 
 
 



THINKING OUT LOUD… 
 
               When the guru sat down to worship each evening 
 His cat would get in the way and distract the worshippers. 
 So he ordered that the cat be tied during evening worship. 
 
 After the guru died, the cat continued to be tied during evening worship 
 And when the cat expired, another cat was brought in 
 So that it could be duly tied during evening worship. 
 
 Centuries later, learned treatises were written by the guru’s scholarly disciples 
 On the liturgical significance of tying up a cat while worship is performed. 

(taken from “The Song of the Bird” by Anthony de Mello) 

 
 
And so we continue to tie up the cat each Sunday as we gather for worship.   Why do we gather at 10 
a.m. and not 7:00 p.m. or 3 p.m.?  Sunday was the day of rest, but the cows still had to be milked and 
cared  for.   And now we arrange our lives to reserve Sunday mornings for church worship. 
 
Why have communion just once a month in most Protestant churches?  In the days of circuit riding 
preachers, it was thought that the minister was the only one who could administer the sacraments.  
And if he (it was always a male) could only visit the church infrequently, maybe once a month, that 
would be the day for holy communion. 
 
I’m not saying that its “bad” to tie up the cat.   Predictability and routines can help us to feel secure, 
grounded and comfortable.   But maybe sometimes, we need to bust out of our routines and do   
something different, take a risk, shake up the status quo, change the order of service.   Not just for the 
sake of change.  But more to help us to see life differently and appreciate living out on the edge of new 
vistas that can feel scary but wake us up, teach us something new and make us feel alive. 
 
Most churches live with this polarity of TRADITION  and INNOVATION.  Polarities are opposites that 
need each other.  Breathing is a polarity.  You can only exhale so long until you need to inhale.  And 
you can only inhale so long until you need to exhale.  Gotta do both.    Churches that can’t change and 
adapt to new realities and fresh visions will grow stagnant and begin to shrink.  Churches that are    
always changing things up and trying too hard to be “cool” and “different” will eventually discover 
what a hard task master constant innovation can be. 
 
Can we do both?  We can’t solve this problem with an “Either / Or” equation.  It has to be “Both / 
And”. The mysterious presence of God’s Spirit is the architect of our future direction.  Always new yet 
always old, a roaring fire and a cooling breeze, daring yet secure, unmistakably clear and mysteriously 
opaque… God’s Spirit embodies the contradictions of our faith and life in God.  The secret is to stay 
close.  Listen deeply.  Pay attention.  Be open, unafraid.  Dream dreams.  Hold fast to what is real and 
true. 
 
Do we dare untie the cat? 
 
Blessing to all in the New Year!! 

  



Did You Know… 
 

 That we recently installed a new septic system at the church manse?   Thanks to John Wolf, 
Bob Ahia and all who worked on this project to get quotes, make sure appropriate permits 
were secured, etc.  And to the church council for fast-tracking the expenditure of funds 
needed to make this critical repair. 
 

 That Phoebe Wyatt went (Dec 19-23) to Maui to swim in the Age Group SCY                
Championship. Her events are/were the 100 yd back stroke, 50 and 100 yd freestyle and 
the 100 and 200 yd individual medley. Good luck/Congratulations, Phoebe. 

 
 That the Hilo Kosraean fast pitch softball team (with many of its members affiliated with 

our church) won a six-team tournament last weekend on Maui under the direction of  
Coach Bell Tosie?  Teams were from Honolulu, Maui, Kona, and Kosrae.  Congratulations 
guys!! 

 
 That   Rev. Diane Weible will be present following Sunday worship on Jan. 11 to meet with 

the Pastoral Search Committee.  The Church Profile has been completed and sent to the 
conference office. 

 
 
 

New Officers Installation on Sunday, January 11 
 
With thanksgiving for God’s faithful presence and guidance in the past year, we look forward to a new 
year of challenges, opportunities and ministry.  We have elected fellow members to lead us into this 
new territory.  We are grateful for all who have stepped forward to accept the privilege and great    
responsibility to lead us forward.  Following are the newly elected officers, council members  and   
committee chairs who will join the existing members in 2014. 
 
  Moderator   Debbie Sasan 
  Vice-Moderator   John Wolf 
  Youth Representative      Kepola Ishikawa 
  Member at Large  Sylvia Hammer 
  Christian Education          Faye Persson 
  Christian Service (Hospitality) Sali Queja 
  Mission    FayMae Queja 
  Pastoral Relations  Margo Aguiar 
 
Our Annual Meeting will be held following worship on Sunday, February 8.   For those who are          
responsible to create a written report, please make sure your report is turned in to the church office  
by Sunday, January 28. 



                   

We enjoyed the 2014 Christmas celebrations beginning with our Christmas luncheon on December 21 
where we shared a delicious meal provided by all the members who brought their favorite dishes and 
desserts. 
 
Our Christmas Eve candlelight service attracted many people, both members and extended family 
members and friends of the church who were home for the holidays.  The sanctuary was decorated 
beautifully with our lovely Christmas tree, candles and poinsettias thanks to the hard work of many 
people.   The service began with a power outage, and as we sat in the darkness, we lit our candles.  The 
warm glow of many small handheld candles was perfect and very beautiful, as we prepared to hold the 
service by candlelight, no organ, and no sound system.  Then SUDDENLY… the lights came on again, 
and we all felt some ambivalence because the “candles only” light had been so beautiful. 
 
This year’s service was “Christmas from a Different Viewpoint” as we heard the Christmas story as told 
through the perspective of The Donkey, The Sheep, The Manger, The Swaddling Clothes, The Star and 
The Gifts.   Special music and Christmas carols were woven into the stories and we ended with the   
traditional singing of Silent Night passing the light to each other throughout the sanctuary.  Following 
the service, we enjoyed a delicious dessert coffee hour. 
 
On December 28, the Sunday after Christmas, the Kosraean Fellowship blessed us with their traditional 
celebration of singing and sharing candy, cookies, and other gifts while marching around the sanctuary.  
The stereophonic sound of strong and beautiful voices washed over us and we felt thankful and 
blessed by our sister congregation and their loving and generous gifts to us.  Mahalo! 

                                                  CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 

 

       Christmas 2014 



 
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  
                  Kindermusik is coming to First United Protestant Church! 
                                Classes begin on January 14, 2015 in the Library.   
 For more information please contact Aunty Roni at the phone number or email below. 
 
  
 
  

  Happy January Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

         Alissa Wasserman (25th), Lisa Taylor (25th), Krisha Tumaneng (26th) 

                                  Leticia Agag (1st),  Jane McLean (6th) 

              Sheycie Asejo (16th), Carlene Wolf (18th), Anuhea Kaupu (21st)  



   SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION 

                          JANUARY 2015 

 

     USHERS/GREETERS                                    COMMUNION PREP 

   Leticia Agag & Robert Ahia                                Margo Aguiar 

           

 

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                                 COMMUNION SERVERS 

Jan. 4     Royalyn Solmerin          Team # 1 Bob, Debbie, Carlene, & John 

Jan. 11   Margo Aguiar    

Jan. 18   Alissa Wasserman         

Jan. 25   Danny Dizon                        

 

  

   COFFEE HOUR                           FLOWERS                                  

Jan. 4     Robert Ahia             Leticia Agag 

Jan. 11   Kathleen Kim                                                            

Jan. 18   Debbie Sasan 

Jan. 25   Kosraean Fellowship          

  

    ACOLYTE 

  Tyler & Cori Dela Cruz 

 

Note 

  Scheduled volunteers may change periodically due to unexpected circumstances 

If you are unable to be at church on the Sunday you are scheduled to  participate, 

please find a substitute and let the office know as soon as possible so we may print 

their name in the worship bulletin.  Mahalo. 


