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GPS stands for Global Positioning System.  It’s a way to define any location on earth using a 

device such as your smartphone that sends out a signal…  in combination with a network of 

satellites that receive the signal, circling the earth.    Few people ask for directions any more.  

Few people use the AAA Trip Tic maps either.  Paper fold-up maps have become nearly 

obsolete.  If someone wants to find their way to our house, they just ask for our address.  Enter it 

into your smartphone and you just follow the route on the screen that has one small circle for 

your destination and another small circle for your car.  There’s even a nice lady in your phone 

who will tell you when to turn right or left and when to watch out for construction.    

 

Personally I miss the old maps, but I’m gradually being sold on this GPS feature and getting 

more comfortable with it.   The idea of my whereabouts being perpetually available to someone 

is a little creepy.  So I don’t always have that feature turned on, but it does come in handy.  

Especially if you lose your phone.  Just use a friend’s phone and enter your login/password, and 

you can see immediately where your phone is located.  I found a lost phone once on Oahu that 

had fallen behind a washing machine.  And I did it while I was in Hilo!! 

 

As I was reflecting on today’s Scripture reading from Hebrews, I wondered if God has a kind of 

spiritual GPS that in some mysterious way guides us through life.   When you read Hebrews 11, 

its all about faith, and going where you’ve never been before.  These people were asked to do 

some pretty scary things with no guarantee of success other than the promise of God.   

 

Abraham was a rich man.  He had acres of land, hundreds or thousands of head of livestock.  A 

settled life, secure, wealthy, respectable and predictable.  One day, the word of God came to him 

and told him to leave it all and go to a place that he’d never been before.  God said that Abraham 

would be the father of a great nation.   The order came from a God he’d never heard of sending 

him to a place he’d never been to.   God just said, “You start walking, and I’ll make sure you get 

to where I want you to go.”   

 

What would you do?    Being a pretty careful and conservative sort of guy, I’d be looking for 

some answers to important questions:  Where exactly am I to go?  When do you expect me to 

leave?  How will I be the father of a great nation when my wife and I are childless and unable to 

have children?   What about my property, my flocks, my family, my friends and my retirement 

plans here in Ur?  

 

If he had questions, we’re not told… but we do know that Abraham gathered his belongings,  his 

wife Sarah, his aging father Terah and began a journey north.  I don’t know why he chose North 

when he could have gone S. E. or W.  but in some mysterious way, GPS was guiding him… 

God’s Positioning Spirit.   Day by day they traveled.  Week after week, month after month.  He 

didn’t know where he was going.  He didn’t know what he was to do after he arrived.  And he 

only had the word of a God he didn’t really know very well to make it all work out.   But he had 

faith.  Enough faith to move him toward what God was promising him.   

 

Abraham never got to see the multitudes of descendants that God promised.  He and Sarah were 

already too old to have children, but God made it happen.  They had trusted God’s direction, they 

had found themselves wandering in a foreign land, they had given up all their security and 

predictability in their home town for an uncertain life in the desert.   



 

Let’s think about this picture for a moment.  Have you ever felt or heard or sensed the energy of 

God’s Positioning Spirit moving you toward a new adventure?   Sometimes, we dismiss those 

thoughts as crazy and irrational and bad digestion.  But then they persist.  They come back over 

and over.  And no matter how hard we try to block them out or silence them, that inner voice 

that’s not really a voice but more a nudge, a push, a gently persistent calling to our spirit just 

won’t go away.   

 

The call may be to a major change in our life.   Sell our house, quit our job, move to another 

continent, learn a new language, embrace a new culture.   Major changes can seem crazy and 

irrational.   Abraham surely must have thought so.  The call may be to something less scary but 

still important… asking someone we’ve offended to forgive us, giving a larger than normal 

donation to a person or project that just grabs our heart and won’t let go.   

 

Some people experience God’s Positioning Spirit as an invitation to spend more time in prayer, 

or reflecting on Scripture, or serving someone who’s hungry or homeless or helpless because of a 

tragic circumstance.   The men and women who started the ministry that became our church long 

ago felt the urging of God’s Spirit to reach out to sailors on whaling ships.  It took faith, vision 

and courage, but out of that beginning, we are still here 150 years later.  Some of you are 

engaged in a ministry of helping to feed people who are hungry in Hilo… it’s a ministry of faith. 

If we put ourselves in the stream of God’s Spirit,  who knows what life-changing projects and 

and ministries might capture our energy and resources?    These choices begin as a seed planted 

in our hearts and minds that take root, grow, and come to fruition because our God is every bit as 

big as the dreams God’s Spirit plants within us.    

 

If our Spirit’s are open, if we’re listening carefully, if we’re paying attention and being mindful 

of the people we meet and the places we go and the needs we see in front of us… we may find 

ourselves in Abraham’s sandals.   We are faced with a choice.  We can believe we are being 

guided by a God greater than our understanding and bigger than our fears and move forward in 

faith.  Or we can cling to what’s comfortable, secure and predictable and settle for a life with 

God that’s safe and respectable but doesn’t ask much of us or expect much of God.   

 

I believe that our church is being called by God to a significant and maybe scary journey.  It’s a 

journey into mission and grace that will make a difference for hundreds, maybe thousands of 

people.  It’s a journey that requires faith.  The destination is a mystery.  The means of getting 

there is unknown.  The people we need and the leadership required may not be in place right 

now.  But God is sending out signals… Signals of the Spirit that call us to a choice.   It’s a choice 

that requires faith… like Abraham.   

 

God’s GPS is guiding each of us to a place of mission that requires risk and maybe sacrifice.  As 

you receive the letters to come from our church leaders, I ask  you to make sure your Spirit is 

open to the signals God is sending your way.  Signals about how you can serve and make a 

difference in our church’s mission this year.  Signals about what God expects you to give in 

order to be faithful to his call in your life and faithful stewardship of all that’s been entrusted to 

you.  Listen for the Signals… obey them, and see how God just knocks our socks off with 

exciting adventures that we never thought could be possible.  Amen. 

 

 


