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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Easter Time we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us as 

we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with the 

Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early    

missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society 

in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. 

That’s why the church exists and why you belong.         

                                     May 2018 

                          Return Service Requested 
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Sermon Themes for May 

May 6                                                      Never Give Up              Luke 18.8 

Have you ever been in a situation that was so bleak, so threatening, so overwhelming that you just wanted to 
give up?  A poor widow on the edge of starvation was faced with a choice… give up or keep going.  She could 
have given up on herself.  She could have given up on those who could help her.  She could have given up on 
God.  But she persisted.  The lesson?  Never give up. 

May 13                                 Life-Changing Words:   Yes                             2 Cor. 1.19, I Samuel 1.1-11  

At the beginning of life’s most important decisions, there is often a “YES”.  We make a decision to take a risk,  
accept a challenge, make a commitment, embrace the unknown.  We say YES to a job, to our spouse, to our    
children, to our friends.  Abraham, Noah, Moses, Mary and Paul all said YES to God.  And if we’re really listening, 
we can hear God saying YES to us! 

May 20                                   Life-Changing Words:    No                 Genesis 39 (selected) 

A mark of wisdom is knowing when to say “NO”.   This small word is behind every choice to deny ourselves what 
could be destructive and diminishing.  It’s a word that can keep us out of trouble, living with a clear conscience.  
When we say “NO” to injustice we are upholding a moral standard of fairness that is rooted in God’s               
righteousness.  Saying “NO”.  as Joseph could tell us, is often important and critical to God’s purposes in us and 
through us. 

May 27                                                   Life-Changing Words:    Thanks    I Chronicals 29.12-13 

Living with a spirit and perspective of Thankfulness changes the way we look at life.  A negative person becomes 
positive.   People with critical spirits can be toxic as they find fault in every direction.   Its easy to find things to 
complain about that aren’t to our liking.  But when we focus on what’s “wrong” we miss seeing what’s “right”.    
Living with a spirit of Thanksgiving is a great way to change our energy from negative to positive. 

June 3                                       Life-Changing Words:    Enough    Tim. 6.17, Genesis 31.36-44 

What does it take to “satisfy” you?  When do you have “ENOUGH”… food, money, friends, accolades?  Our      
appetite for More and More seems endless, like we’re trying to fill a bottomless pit in our soul.   Yet, when we 
spend and acquire, we find we still want more.  How can we find contentment in what we have and what God 
has already given us?   And sometimes, when we’re subjected to others’ cruelty or violence, we also need to 
learn to say “ENOUGH’! 

June 10                                         Life-Changing Words:   Help             Heb. 4.16, 2 Cor. 12.8-9 

Stories of rescue capture our attention quickly.  To see someone in trouble and then to witness their rescue 
brings us happiness.  But its not always easy to cry out for help.  Our pride tells us that we can manage on our 
own.  We can be self-sufficient, we can take care of ourselves.  While self-sufficiency is generally a good quality, 
there are times in life when crying out for HELP keeps us humble and grateful.  Jonah, Paul, Rahab and the       
demon-possessed man all cried out for help… and God rescued them. 

 

 

 



Thinking Out Loud…  

   May 1st marks an anniversary.  Five years ago I began my tenure as your Interim Minister.    For those who may      
remember,  it was a turbulent time in our church Ohana as pastoral change brought strong conflicting feelings to the 
surface among a number of members.  Most chose to stay… and some chose to step back from active participation. 

During the five years since then, First United Protestant Church has been on a journey of healing, re-examining and     
re-committing to our mission, developing new leadership, making needed repairs to physical facilities and searching for 
a new settled pastor.  Now we are in our 150th year and engaged in celebrations that began with the January 14       
worship service (which is still available as a video on our website). 

As I reflect on the five years Priscilla and I have provided pastoral leadership, these are some of the images and       
milestones that come to mind: 

 -Establishing our “Prayer Corner” in a vacant space in the Narthex which continues to draw people every week 
to light candles and offer prayers for loved ones. 

 -Painting our front door bright red… a symbol of eager welcoming gratitude to all who pass through those 
doors. 

 -Upgrading our Sunday School room with cleaning, painting, new carpet, new lighting, furniture and storage 
cabinets so that it will service a variety of groups more efficiently. 

 -Renovating the restroom in the pastor’s office with new fixtures, paint and décor as many more people use it 
through the week since the pre-school bathrooms are off-limits during school hours. 

 -Cutting lots of trees, both on the church campus and at the manse… a necessary task since the trees posed a 
dangerous presence to both the pre-school and the occupants of the manse. 

 -Performing major maintenance upgrades on our pipe organ and moving it to a mobile platform that allows it 
to become a more visible part of our gatherings. 

 -Hosting the annual Thanksgiving Celebration sponsored by the Interfaith Communities in Action in which more 
that 250 people from a variety of faith communities filled our sanctuary to overflowing. 

 -Installing a new sound system with greater flexibility and reliability… and this is currently being re-evaluated 
for further upgrades. 

 -Hiring a new Administrative Assistant, Chris Oda, who brings a wealth of accounting and managerial              
experience to enhance our ministry in the community. 

 -Mourning the passing of long-time members who invested themselves deeply over the years in the work of 
the church:  Murray McLean, Dorothy Kataoka, Petra Queja, Geronima Solmerin, Sofia Bumanglag, Ray Stewart,  
Geraldine Damasco, Gilbert Castro and others from the community who asked the church for help in their time of loss. 

 -Becoming a favored venue for a variety of musical concerts and recitals each year and host to the HOT 
(Harmony on Tap) singers who practice in our sanctuary and hold their annual concert here. 

 -Planning our 150th anniversary celebrations, continuing to carry forward a legacy handed down to us through 
generations of faithful church members that began officially in 1868, 

 

The pastoral search committee is meeting as I write this.  They are diligently moving toward identifying suitable        
pastoral candidates for our church.  How much longer will Priscilla and I be here?  I don’t know… but we’re grateful for 
all the blessings, accomplishments, and friendships that have taken place in the last five years and for your faithful love 
and prayers. 

Mahalo nui loa, 

 

  



 
   
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

KOSRAEAN NEWS   Kosrae Hilo Congregational Church Ordination 

Congratulations to the 11 members of the Kosrae Hilo Congregational Church who were 

ordained on Saturday, April 14, 2018.  Those ordained were: 

Pastu  Danny  Dizon    

Nipastu Tulpe  Dizon    

Deacon Persteve Esau 

Deacon Dale – Bobby Skilling 

Deacon Tulensa Likiaksa 

Deaconess Vivian Melsemal 

Deaconess Hanna Alokoa 

Deaconess Alwina Dizon 

Deaconess Mira Likiaska 

Lay Minister Steve Ittu 

Lay Minister Frank Alokoa 

May God continue to bless all of you in every possible way.  

God will bring it all together.  When we think about what it means to be “blessed” most of 

the time we think of the good things that have happened to us. But what about when we 

go through really  difficult times?  You may not realize it, but I ask that you acknowledge it 

as a way that you really grow.  This is where your  character is developed, where you learn 

to trust God and to  persevere.  What ever your situation is, utilize positive energy to pray 

more and draw closer to God. Take time to get quiet and listen to what HE’S saying.           

Re-evaluate your priorities and take time for FAMILY, and you’ll get a new appreciation for 

what GOD has given you.  God’s plan is always best! 

    Nipastu  Fay 



  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Sheldon Asejo                     Agnes Perreira        
Mike Gardner                     Margo Aguiar             
Maria Valido & the Queja Family    Michael Russell 
Doris Toma                     Lei Semana & Family                                                
Sylvia Hammer                                    David Lee 
Rev. Nixon & Fay Jack                        Marlo & Ella Fontanilla  
Aulani Humphers 
Janet Lang                                              
              

       Happy May Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

 

 

  

 

    Michael Russell (1st)   Joanne Pocsidio (4th) 

    Shelcey Asejo (13th)   Faymae Queja (14th) 

    Isabel Taylor (27th)     Cori Dela Cruz (30th) 

             

               

            



   
  

                     Meat Loaf 
                                                    From the kitchen of Agnes Perreira 
 
1 1/2 lbs. ground beef        3/4 C. Oats 
1/4 C. Chopped onion       1 1/2t. Salt 
1 egg beaten                     1C tomato juice or 1 8oz. Can tomato sauce 
 
Combine all ingredients.  Pack firmly in ungreased 8 1/2x 4 1/2x 2 1/2 inch loaf pan.  Bake at 350 degrees 
for 1 hour and 15 minutes. 
 
 
 
              
                       ****All Recipe’s are from “Heirlooms from our Church Family” published in 1998 



     Did You Know….. 

 That Kamehameha Pre School will hold their end of  the school year “Aloha Ceremony” in the Sanctuary on  
May 23rd at 10:00 am? 

 That Cindy Debus will be holding a Master Piano Class in the Sanctuary on May 8th At 4:00pm?  

  That our next big 150th celebration  event  will be an evening  Vesper Service  on                                   
 July27th  at 7:00pm here in the Sanctuary?  July 27th is also the date of the                         
 original  Church Charter from King Kalakaua in 1868. 

 

 

 That we will be celebrating Mother’s Day  with a pot luck luncheon on May 13th 
on the lanai, after church services?  Please join us in celebrating our Mother’s 
and bring your favorite  pot luck dish. 

 Congratulations to our graduates!! Kepola Ishikawa is graduating from 

Kamhameha Schools, Hawaii  and going into the nursing program at University of 
San Francisco. Our Kosraean  family has several graduates who are:  Beluma Tosie,  Selina Alik, and Karen 
Alokoa, all 3 are graduating from Waiakea High School and Bill Yang from University of Hawaii with a BA in 
Communication.  We send our blessings during this special time in their lives.  We are so proud of you all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       



                                                                                         
   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

COUNCIL KORNER 

 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you, and not to harm you, plans 

to give you hope and a future. 

                                                                                                                 - Jeremiah 29:11 

The FUPC Council meets every third Sunday of the month.  We will share with you current events that 

are happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on the Narthex     

bulletin board. 

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 

 Thank you to everyone who made our Easter Sunday celebration a joyous occasion.  From the 

beautiful worship service to the gift of music from our young people, an Easter egg hunt, Easter 

egg decorating contest, a visit from the Easter bunny and especially the delicious food on the 

lanai, all went home happy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Pastoral Search Committee meets regularly and is actively moving forward in the process of 

selecting a new Pastor. 

 Come join us every second Saturday of the month for Congregation Appreciation Day. Bring 

the family, a friend and if possible a refreshment to share. Next appreciation day will be May 12, 

2018, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your Council members suggestions, questions or 

concerns that you would like to address in your church life.                       

You can also contact me at: debbiefupc@gmail.com 

 

God Bless You, 

Debbie Sasan 

Moderator 
 

 



   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 

 

He Walks with me and he Talks with me………... 

        SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION               

       May  2018 

 

 USHERS/GREETERS                       COMMUNION PREP 

 Kristel & Krizsha Tumaneng    Debbie Sasan 

         

 

 

                     

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                          COMMUNION SERVERS 

May 6   McCharles Tumaneng      Team #4  Betty, Joanne Pocsidio,  

May 13  Shannylen Dayoan               Zandrix & McCharles  

May 20  Fay Jack 

May 27  Danny Dizon    

  

  

  

COFFEE HOUR                                          

May 6          Magnus & Vivian Melsemal       

May 13         Gail Kagawa 

March 20     Solmerin Family Birthday honoring Mama Emma 

March 27     Kosraean Fellowship 

  

  

                    

    ACOLYTE 

 Ben Wyatt 

  Shaun Asher ~ Kosraean Acolyte  on 4th Sunday 

 

 


