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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Ordinary Time between Pentecost and Advent, we welcome you and your loved 

ones (including children) to join us as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United 

Church of Christ and affiliated with the Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the 

congregational church of the early missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as 

The First Foreign Church and Society in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the 

church exists—and why you belong.         

                                  October 2014 
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Worship Themes for October 
 

 
October 12, 2014            A  Church Built on Faith, Hope and Love  I Thess. 1.1-10 
Churches can be built on many foundations, some more solid and long lasting than others.  Today’s 
passage calls us to build our fellowship and mission together on faith, hope and love.  These never go 
out of style and they don’t require large budgets or hundreds of people to put into practice.  Where do 
we see these three qualities in our life together here at First United Protestant Church?   
 
 
 
October 9, 2014   Gotta Go    Matt. 6.25-34  
Holy Leisure tunes us in to the intangible and the invisible realities of God and spirit.  It cares nothing 
for accomplishment or efficiency.  It is perfectly willing to live fully in the present moment.  It lets     
urgent duties pass in favor of important moments.  It can make us feel irresponsible or guilty.  But that 
is only a testimony to how thoroughly we’ve been brainwashed in the values of our culture that       
rewards what we do and not who we are.  If you find yourself saying “Gotta go” more than once a day, 
you’re probably too busy.  Jesus was never in a hurry and yet he finished everything God wanted him 
to do. 
 
 
 
October 26, 2014     The Woman Who Changed Jesus’ Boundaries       Matt. 15.21-28 
A Gentile woman came to Jesus seeking God’s help.  She was weak and needy filled with despair and 
hopelessness, but she was not Jewish.   She came in faith unwilling to take “no” for an answer.  God 
used this woman to open the arms of love wider than they had ever opened before.  In this encounter 
Jesus teaches that all who come to him, regardless of race, gender, economic status, education or         
purity of life are precious in God’s eyes. 
 
 
November 2, 2014        Caution!  God At Work             Philippians 1.1-11 
Living in Hawaiian Paradise Park, we commute daily to Hilo through a construction zone.  They’re    
widening the highway to handle the growing population and traffic out that way.   It means slowing 
down, sometimes to a crawl.  It means leaving early for appointments, burning more gas and         
sometimes feeling angry that there seems to be no improvement.  Actually, we’re all living in a               
construction zone.  It’s called LIFE.   Caution!  God is at work.  Be grateful.  Pay attention. Learn the  
lessons, grow in grace, figure out how to love the unlovely, seek to forgive and to be forgiven, see    
beyond the surface to what’s really happening inside.   Our church is in a construction zone too.  
What’s God doing? 
 

 
 



THINKING OUT LOUD… 
    Polarities are opposites that need each other.   Breathing is a polarity.  We need to inhale in order to 
take in oxygen.  We need to exhale to get rid of carbon dioxide.  Which one is more important, inhaling 
or exhaling?  We can’t do just one.  We have to do both.  Its not a choice.  Its not a problem to solve by 
deciding to do one or the other.   Gotta do both!! 
    In life there are polarities.  We need to be active and up and about in order to eat, exercise, do our 
work, love our family and explore our world.  We also need to rest, be quiet and still, sleep, dream, 
snore… otherwise, we’ll not be able to do all the important things listed in the previous sentence.  We 
can’t do just one.  We have to do both.  Its not a choice.  Gotta do both!! 
    So in the church, there are many Polarities – apparent opposites that need each other.   Maintaining 
our traditions and exploring new horizons.  Which one is more important?   Gotta do both.   Taking 
care of the interior spiritual needs of the members or reaching out to serve and love those outside our 
four walls in the community and world.  Which one is more important?   Gotta do both!  Maintaining 
our buildings and keeping the physical plant working well and looking good or engaging in Mission that 
is at the heart of why we exist in the first place.  Which is more important?  Gotta do both! 
    A church budget reveals a lot about how a church deals with these polarities.  I know several 
churches that have a policy that whatever they spend on themselves must be matched by what they 
spend on others in mission and outreach.  Its not a matter of “either / or” but “both / and”.   Most 
churches struggle with this polarity of Maintenance vs. Mission. 
    This is an area of growth for us as with most churches.  But the irony is found in the truth of Mark 8 
where Jesus tells his disciples that “whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for me and for the gospel will save it.”   Its good to keep this in mind as we establish our budget and 
mission goals for the year ahead.   Our natural response is to hold tightly to God’s blessings so that we 
don’t lose them.  But the hard truth is that the more tightly we hold on to God’s blessings, the more 
likely it is that we will lose them.  Its counter-intuitive but its spiritual truth from the mouth of our Lord 
Himself. 
Thankful for God’s Generosity 
Pastor Ron 
 

Did You Know… 
 -That we have offered two tours of our church pipe organ?  Michael Springer has graciously offered a 
guided tour of the console and the ranks of pipes behind the front wall to our children and now to our 
adults.  October 5 right after church was the tour for adults.   
 
-That we are working on a new church directory with updated contact information and photos?   If 
your information has changed from the last directory, please make sure the new information is         
received in the church office as soon as possible.  Thank you. 
 
-That our church facilities are used every night of the week except Thursday and Saturday?  During the 
day, the Kamehameha Preschool meets here.  Michael Russell offers violin/cello lessons in the        
sanctuary in the afternoons.  In the evenings, we have various 12 step groups meeting as well as the 
Kosraean Fellowship and the Kosraean Women’s group on Friday night. 
 
-That Dejon Salmon was present in church on Sunday, Sept. 7 .   
Her grandfather , Rev. David Serfass, was once the minister  of First  
United Protestant Church. 
 

 
 



 
Prayer Corner 
Every day, there are candles burning in the prayer corner.  The side door is left open when Chris and/or 
Pastor Ron is here so that people can easily see and access the Prayer Corner.  Sometimes, people 
leave prayer requests on the forms that are provided.  Monetary contributions come in regularly to 
help support the purchase of tea lights that have burnt out.   On Sunday mornings when people come 
to worship, it is a place where people stop to light a  candle and offer a prayer for a loved one, family 
member, or a difficult situation. 
 
One of the requests that has come in is for Manai Tua`au, four year old daughter of Moani Tua`au.   
The family requests prayers for Manai who may have lupus.  Tests are still being performed.  Please 
pray for Manai.  The Prayer Corner is an opportunity for our church Ohana to walk with our friends and 
neighbors through difficult passages and to offer our support, encouragement and practical help.  
Thank you for supporting this important new ministry!! 
 
  
 

. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Budget and Nominations 
The 2015 budget has been approved for recommendation by the church council and nominations are 
being received for open positions in church leadership.   Toward the end of October, members and 
friends will receive a letter inviting consideration of the budget and renewal of faith pledges for      
stewardship in the coming year.  Thanks to everyone who has worked diligently in pulling together the 
information, recommendations, and nominations that are so important in keeping our church moving 
forward with focused vision and expectant faith. 
 

 
 



 Organ Fund 
 
The FUPC pipe organ has been with our 

church since 1929. Like all carefully 

crafted instruments, like a ukulele and a 

piano, pipe organs need to be cared for. To 

deal with this issue, the church Council 

formed a committee whose role is to      

develop and implement ideas to raise funds 

that would be dedicated for the care and 

use of the organ. The committee which 

consists of Joanne Pocsidio, Betty         

Nekoba, Michael Russell and Michael 

Springer feel this project will involve 3 

phases.  

 

Phase 1  - would be to raise funds of the amount of $15,000 to replace the leather work in the organ that 

is in need of repair.  

 

Phase 2 - would involve raising money for a repair and maintenance fund, like we have for our piano.  

 

Phase 3 - involves raising funds that would be used to eventually update the organ console which would 

cost approximately $100,000. 

 

To achieve these monetary goals, the church is starting the Pipe Organ Drive. This will be an ongoing, 

long term project for our church. Everyone from the children, the congregation, our church friends and 

the community who use the church can contribute. No effort or monetary amount is too small. 

 

You will see colored envelopes in the pews where you can put your donation to become an           

“Organ Donor” and in the next few weeks we will have jars available to take home where you can put 

spare change for “Pennies for the Pipes”.  Also, stay tuned for other activities and events geared to     

raising awareness of and funds for the pipe organ. 

 

So please, when you listen to Michael Springer play our organ, think about what it means to you and 

your experience in our church and what your experience would be without it. If we take care of our   

organ, it will continue to uplift us and bring us joy and be with us for the future generations of the 

church to enjoy for another 85 years and more. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                           Michael Springer giving a tour of our beautiful Organ Pipes 



Thanksgiving Celebration 
In about 7 weeks, our church will be hosting the Thanksgiving Celebration sponsored by Interfaith  
Communities in Action.    A large crowd of 200-250 is expected on the evening of November 25, 
2014 at 7:00 p.m.   Plans are being made for handling the logistics of the night… from parking, to 
serving food, to handing out bulletin, to decorating the sanctuary.  If you are able to help in any 
way, please let Pastor Ron or Chris in the office know.  This is a “whole church” effort and             
everyone’s participation and help will be needed. 
 
 

Cleaning the Library 
Thanks to everyone who showed up on Saturday morning, Sept. 27 to help clean the library      
meeting room.  As with most busy places used by a number of groups, the clutter multiplies and   
the space begins to lose its peaceful and inviting atmosphere.   So with the help of the people listed  
below, the room was cleaned and de-cluttered.  On the Sunday following the cleaning, a table of 
free books and other items was put up in the Narthex for anyone to look over and take home to put 
to good use.   Future plans include giving the room a fresh coat of paint, changing the ceiling tiles 
and looking at new furnishings that will be more attractive and efficient for the various groups to 
use.   The following people put a lot of hard work into the cleaning that day, and we  offer our  
heartfelt Mahalo to each of them (there were 24 from the Kosraean Fellowship).   
 
Mahalo to:          Children 
 Rev. Nixon Jack   Deaconess Havelyn Tosie  TK Tolenna 
 Pres. McGill Tolenna  Kimie Shrew    Mullun Alokoa 
 Deacon Bell Tosie  Remah Nena                        Danielle Krisha Shrew
 Nena Renton   Mirah Tulensa    Mimika Tulensa 
 Ruth Bell   Kaylana Alokoa    Anarlin Nena 
 Frank Alokoa   Patricia Vanston   TJ Tulensa 
 Tiara Tulensa   Seralin Tulensa    Tson Tulensa 
 Jesse Robert   Priscilla and Rev. Kent   Tulensa Freddy 
        Karin Alokoa   Debbie Sasan    Ziara Bell 
 Betty Nekoba           
   
     

Gifts from the Heart 
Cleaning out the church library turned up a number of interesting finds.  Among them was a series 
of Advent Devotional booklets created by the friends and members of First United Protestant 
Church.   I don’t know when the last one was produced but it seems like a good time to do another 
one this year.  We are calling this devotional “Gifts from the Heart”.  The readings will begin on the 
first Sunday in Advent (November 30) and go through Christmas Day. 
 
This is an invitation for anyone and everyone in the church to contribute something to this booklet.  
It could be a special Christmas memory, a recipe that is a favorite in your family, a poem that you 
find meaningful, words to a favorite Christmas song, a reflection from your heart  intended as a 
blessing to the readers of the devotional.  These should fit on one 8.5x11 page or smaller and be 
submitted by November 14 to Pastor Ron or Chris in the church office.  The booklets will be       
available for distribution by Sunday, Nov. 30. 

 
  



  Happy October Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

Elmer Robinson (3rd), Yukio Dizon (7th), Melecia Lorenzo (8th), Brandon Arruda (8th),       

Agnes Perreira (11th), Royalyn Solmerin (13th), Kamaile Kaupu (14th), Margo Aguiar (17th),        

Magdalena Dayoan (18th), Karissa Solmerin (23rd), Sheven Asejo (22nd), Gilbert Castro (23rd), 

Courtney Sasan (26th), Leticia Tumaneng (31st). 

   Kosraean News 

        Kosraean Kufwa Lun Leum—November 9, 2014 

        The Kosraean’s will celebrate Kufwa Lun Leum                   

              (The Lords Supper)                        

          November 9, 2014                                           

 
 

                                         Kosrae  

                          Island of the Sleeping Lady 



 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      OCTOBER 2014 

 

    USHERS/GREETERS                           COMMUNION PREP 

Betty Nekoba & Bobby-Dale Skilling      Bob Ahia 

 

 

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                          COMMUNION SERVERS 

Oct. 5      Carlene Wolf                               Team  #4  Betty, Bob, Debbie & June 

Oct. 12    Royalyn Solmerin 

Oct. 19    Joanne Pocsidio & Phoebe Wyatt 

Oct. 26    Danny Dizon 

 

  

   COFFEE HOUR                              FLOWERS 

Oct. 5     Royalyn Solmerin         Solmerin-Kim Family for 

               Brandon, Karissa, Royalyn & Sheven’s Birthday 

Oct. 12   Debbie Sasan         Tony & Faye Persson—Kamaile’s Birthday 

Oct. 19    Fay Jack         

Oct. 26    Kosraean Fellowship            

 

    ACOLYTE 

   Melody & Isaac Padilla 

                                Note 

If you are unable to be at church on the Sunday you are scheduled to  participate, please 

find a substitute and let the office k now as soon as   possible so we may print their name 

in the worship bulletin.  Mahalo. 

   SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION 


