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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Easter we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us as we 

grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with the     

Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early    

missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society 

in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the 

church exists and why you belong.         

                                  APRIL 2016 

                          Return Service Requested 
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                                        Sermon Themes for April 

  

April 3                       The Stories of Our Scars                         John 20.19-23 

We may have scars on our bodies that evoke a memory of an injury or illness.  Do we also carry within our spirit 

scars that remind us of an inward trauma?  Rejection, personal failure, shame, betrayal… all can leave soul-deep 

scars in us.   When Jesus showed up in the locked room following the resurrection, the proof of his identity was 

found in the scars he showed the disciples.   Our scars can tell the story not just of our pain and trauma, but also 

of the redemptive and transformative presence of God who helped us transcend and triumph over all that would 

disfigure and destroy us. 

April 10                   A Cup of Cold Water      Matthew 10.40-42 

Would you call yourself a hospitable person?  Is our church a hospitable church?  God sometimes comes to us 

disguised as a stranger, or a person in need.  It’s through that person that we may encounter God if we have eyes 

to see and a generous heart ready to understand.  The stranger is God’s gift to us, stretching our faith, expanding 

our trust and compassion, deepening our sense of God in the flesh of someone we might not otherwise seek to 

know. 

April 17   The Awesome Power of Our Calling           Jonah 3.1-5, 10 

God called a man named Jonah to deliver an important message on His behalf to Assyria.  But Jonah ran the 

other way, trying to escape this mission.  God wouldn’t let Jonah resign.  And He won’t let us resign either.  God’s 

call keeps coming to us in one way or another until we get the message:  “Stop resisting and say ‘OK Lord.  I’ll do 

it.’”  God loves us enough not to give up on us.   Our assignment from God is hardly ever easy but it is always 

critically important.  God is responsible for the outcome and will bring about His purposes as we are faithful. 

April 24                      Forced Choices                     Acts 8.1-8 

Forced choices are sometimes God’s way of getting our attention and saying, “I have a better plan…trust me.”   

At the time, we may feel afraid, angry, confused and wonder what the future will hold.  These choices almost 

always come as a surprise and usually represent what we might call ‘plan B’.    When our plans don’t unfold as we 

imagined, its easy to doubt God and question ourselves.   The experience of the early church teaches us to step 

back and take a wide angle view of the larger purposes God may have in mind for us and those we love. 

May 1                Comforting Words for Troubled Hearts               John 14.1-14 

At the Communion Table this morning, be reminded that God loves you, that God is FOR you and not against you, 

that God accepts you and stands with you in what you  are living with at this moment in time.    Remember that 

God will never abandon you and leave you alone.  Remember that the future is secured by God’s promises to be 

with us no matter what, both in this life and the next.  When Jesus said, “Let not your hearts be troubled…” he 

was speaking not only to his disciples.  He was talking to you and me. 



THINKING OUT LOUD……. 

It’s Merrie Monarch week in Hilo.  Our annual event in honor of Hawaii’s own unique dance     

tradition – Hula, has begun.  Participants are occupied with perfecting their dances and making 

sure their attire is authentic and beautiful in the way that it honors Hawaii’s traditions.  

Hula is more than simply graceful movements set to music.  It is a way of life that flows from 

deep inside a dancer.  The movements and mood of the dance with the mele (song) captures the 

intangible and deeper meaning and feelings that are hard to express with just words.  A hula can 

transport one to a beautiful waterfall, tell a story, express a feeling, communicate what can’t be 

said in words.  And it’s a way to nourish one’s soul through meaningful movement set to music.  

  

A few weeks ago, Kepola Ishikawa shared a beautiful sacred Hula in our morning service, E Pili 

Mai (Come to me).  It’s a Hawaiian love song, In the context of our  worship, it became a       

celebration of God’s invitation to commune with him.  Her hula was a sacred moment because it 

was an offering of love and gratitude to God for the gifts of music and movement.  We were all 

touched and blessed by her gift.   

Throughout Scripture, dance and movement set to music were acceptable ways of expressing 

joy, gratitude and love for God.  Ecclesiastes 3.4 reminds us that “there is a time to weep and a 

time to laugh; a time to mourn and a time to dance.”  Psalm 30.11a says, “You have turned my 

mourning into dancing,” and Psalm 149.3 encourages us to “Praise his name with dancing, sing 

praises to him with timbrel and lyre.”  In 2 Samuel 6.14, we find King David “dancing before the 

Lord with all his might.”  The Bible makes it clear that we are created to find meaning in       

movement and to let what can’t be said in so many words find expression through our bodies, 

hands and feet.   

To begin our wedding, Priscilla and I waltzed down the church aisle to the song “You Are So 

Beautiful to Me”.  It was a meaningful way for us to express our love for each other without 

words.  A dance can be prayer in motion. 

 

You might ask, In worship at church, Is it really okay to move to the music?  My own answer is 

Yes!  More importantly, I believe The Lord of Dance invites us to dance!  If you ever hear some 

music in our worship that makes you want to move with the Spirit… go for it.  After all, if King 

David can do it, so can we!     

 

              

            Pastor Ron Kent 

                    



     Did You Know… 
 
 

 That we had 90 people in attendance on Easter Sunday?  And the children had a blast  

gathering all the Easter eggs?  Thanks to all who helped in filling and distributing the eggs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 That Ray Stewart and others are working on plans for the celebration of our 150th          

anniversary coming up in 2018? 

 That our pothole at the driveway entrance was filled?  More work is  scheduled on this 

area. 

 That the Manse has a new coat of paint, renewed landscaping, a new septic system, a 

newly painted roof and that it was tented?   In addition, there were numerous small       

repairs that were completed inside the Manse.  Thanks to everyone who gave of their    

time and skills to get this church-owned residence ready for new occupants by April 1. 

 That we’ll be helping to host the Kosraean Fellowship Country Store fundraiser on          

Saturday, April 16?  Funds will be used to help send representatives to Kosrae later in     

the year.  If you are able to help out, there is a  sign-up sheet in the Narthex for              

various jobs. 

 That Kepola Ishikawa recently returned from Alaska where she participated in the Hawaii 

Academic Decathlon competition.  She received several medals in the areas of literature, 

science, social science, music, art,  economics and essay.  She and her team will be         

traveling to Anchorage, Alaska at the end of April to represent the State of Hawaii at the 

National Competition.  Congratulations Kepola! 

 
 

 
 

      



 

  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Fay Jack  Agnes Perreira       

Song Soon Lee                Ray Stewart 

Mike Gardner  Pedro Queja 

Doris Toma  George Paaluhi 

Eric Wyatt   

Mrs. Geronima Solmerin 

Early Sunday morning, March 13, Mama Emma passed from this life into 

the presence of God.   She is one of our “saints” in the church Ohana and 

will be missed very much.   She was at peace and ready, knowing that her 

Lord awaited her with open arms.  We extend our deepest sympathy to 

the family.    May God’s strength and grace be with you all and our 

prayers and love are with you always. 

    In Loving Memory 



 

Shandelere Queja-Bidad (3rd) 
Frank Alokoa  (3rd) 
Nena MacKwelung (3rd) 
Pastor Ron Kent (4th) 
Kathleen Kim  (9th) 

Kepola Ishikawa (14th) 

Royalyn Solmerin (16th) 

Mildred Queja  (16th) 

Gail Kagawa (18th) 

Joab Welly (21st) 

Persteve Esau (22) 

Tony Persson (24th) 

   Kosraean News 

  

Greetings In Christ… 

On behalf of the Kosraean Women’s Congregation Association (WCA) ,       

I would like to take this opportunity to thank and express my sincere         

appreciation to those of you who participated in this years Good Friday      

Service. 

I know that it takes many hours of preparation and practice behind       

the scenes for such a wonderful Holy Service...and yes, it was dark but  

in your hearts you all shined for an excellent job well done.  All for God !  

President Hanna and family, nothing could have been more welcome  

than your act of kindness.  You all were so considerate and expressed  

genuine hospitality.  I thank you. 

I thank all the members of WCA and all those present for your  

willingness in all the ways you’ve helped.     

                                                        God’s Blessings, 
                                                           Nipastu Fay 

      Happy April Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

   UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 16    

Kosrae Hilo  

Congregation Plate Lunch 

Pick up :    10am  - 12pm 

Country Store 9am—1pm 

First United Protestant 

Church, 1350 Waianuenue 

Ave., Hilo, HI 

 

April 17                                        

Kufwa Lun Leum 

“The Lords Supper” 



                           COUNCIL KORNER 

        “With courage you will dare to take risks, have the strength to be                                     

            compassionate and the wisdom to be humble.  Courage is the foundation                                   

                                                             of integrity”                             Mark Twain     
 
The FUPC Council meets every fourth Sunday of the month.  We continue to share with you current events that are 
happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on the Narthex bulletin board. 
 
HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 

 Thank you to everyone who made Easter Sunday such a joyous celebration.  Starting with an awesome worship   

service, followed by an Easter egg hunt that the children were so excited to be a part of.  A big gigantic Mahalo 
to those who donated treats, stuffed the eggs and volunteered to make the campus ready for the big HUNT. To 

our Kosraean congregation who provided refreshments that was so…..onolicious.  Kulo! 

 Come join us every second Saturday of the month for Congregation Workday.  Bring the family, a friend and if 

possible a refreshment to share. Next workday will be April 9, from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.   If you have any         

questions or would like to help in a specific area please contact Nixon Jack, our Resource Committee              
chairperson. 

 If you would like to be a part of worship on Sundays, we are looking for individuals to serve as ushers/greeters, 
lay leaders, communion servers and coffee hour hosts.  Every little way you are able to serve is much           
appreciated.  Feel free to partner up with others for coffee hour or find someone to serve alongside you as 
an usher/greeter.  Please contact our office if you are interested at 935-5914. 

 
 The FUPC Pastoral Search Committee continues to review profiles with the support of the Hawaii  Conference 

United Church of Christ. 
 
 We are actively searching for an individual to lead the Outreach Committee.  Please see Debbie Sasan or     

Rev. Kent if you are interested or would like to know more abut this position. 
 
 Progress is being made in addressing the Manse repairs/maintenance and new tenants will be moving in on 

April 1st.  
 
 FUPC will be sending four youth and an adult chaperone to the National Youth Event that will be held this  

summer in Orlando, Florida.  Please support these young people as they make every effort to raise money for 
this event.  The next fundraiser will be the sale of Big Island Candies Crunch Bars.  If you have any  questions or 
would like to support them in any particular way please feel free to approach Kepola Ishikawa, Striesand 
Galdones, Drenzen Queddeng, Kamaile Kaupu, Debbie Sasan or Rev.Kent. 

 
 Good News!  The Sunday school room renovation is near completion. 
 
 We continue to look for caretakers for concert rehearsals and concert events.  This responsibility pays $10.00 

per hour. If you are interested please inquire through the church office or approach any of the Council       
members.  Please keep in mind that if anyone wants to use the facility for events, the Council needs advance 
notice to approve these events.  Caretakers need to be in place before a Request for Facility use can be          
approved. 

 

Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your council members suggestions, questions or concerns that 
you would like to address in your church life.  I also have a FUPC e-mail address that you can contact me at:              

debbiefupc@gmail.com 
                                         God Bless You, 
 
 
                                                                                       
                                                                                   Debbie Sasan, Moderator 



   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 

                                 APRIL 2016 

 

     USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION PREP 

 Betty Nekoba & Bobby-Dale Skilling                       Debbie Sasan 

          

                     

 

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                                         COMMUNION SERVERS 

April 03 Joanne Pocsidio                            Team #1  Bob, Debbie, Gail & Jeremy 

April 10 Betty Nekoba        

April 17 June Dela Cruz 

April 24 Danny Dizon 

  

  

   COFFEE HOUR                                            FLOWERS 

April 3 Tumaneng Family 

April 10 Jessie Gacula, Sali Queja, Ella Fontanilla       

April 17 Jeremy Agag                  Royalyn and Kayson  

April 24 Kosraean Fellowship         In Memory of Ian Rarama

           

  

     

    ACOLYTE 

  Cori & Tyler Dela Cruz 

      

                                             *** Please read attached sheet *** 

  


