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The Upside Down Logic of God        FUPC 

Luke 14.7-14          Aug. 28, 2016 

 

Its just human nature to go for the best seat.  Soccer games, musical performances, going to the 

theater, we all want the best seat.  That’s why we go early… to beat the crowds, be first in line.   

When we park, we look for the best spot… just one or two spaces closer to the elevator or the 

walkway.   The parking spaces marked “reserved” are always closest to the door or entrance.   

 

When guests come to visit our home, we offer them the best seat.  When we’re treating someone 

to a meal at a restaurant, we often try to give our guest the best view.  Even in diplomacy, where 

one is seated is always significant.  In fact there are whole government offices devoted to 

maintaining proper protocol when representatives from different countries are seated at a large 

table…. Who sits where and next to whom is always an important matter. 

 

Jesus is attending a dinner at the home of a Pharisee and being a keen observer of human nature, 

he’s watching as the guests arrive.   The early ones come into the house and look for the best 

seats.   The late arrivals have to sit in a less preferred seat.  Its at this gathering that Jesus healed 

a man who was sick.  It was the Sabbath and to the Pharisees, doing any work on the Sabbath, 

even healing someone, was forbidden.  So there’s already some tension in the air.  They don’t 

dare criticize Jesus because he’s very popular with the people for all his miracles.  So they just 

keep quiet.  But they’re angry, very angry. 

 

Jesus turns this event into a teaching moment and with singular authority and self-possessed 

audacity talks about our common desire to take the best seats, be recognized and accorded honor 

and recognition that lifts us above others.  The bottom line in Jesus’ view is that its important 

where you sit when invited to a party like that.  And beyond that, its also important who you 

invite to your party. 

 

In a nutshell, the teaching is simple.  Go for the best seat, and you may be asked to move to a 

less wonderful seat when someone shows up more important than you.  Sit in a more modest 

seating area, and you may be asked to move to a more attractive seat later on.  So would you 

rather be humiliated or honored?   

 

And who will you invite to receive the blessing of your free food and entertainment for your 

party?  Important guests?  Those who will feel obligated to invite you in return to their party?  

Those who can do you a favor because now they owe you one?   Or will you invite the person 

who can do nothing for you?  The person who is not able to ever pay you back?  The person who 

will add nothing to your stature or importance and in fact who may be considered a poor and 

undesirable person?  The right answer, according to Jesus, is to invite the person who can never 

pay you back, or enhance you in any way.  That way, your giving is truly from the heart, not a 

sneaky self-centered trick to enrich and bless yourself.  In other words, don’t give in order to get.  

Watch your motives when it comes to being generous.  A gift is a gift.  Not a bribe to buy love or 

be recognized, or to elicit admiration.  When you give, Jesus says, never ask, “What’s in it for 

me?”   

 

These two values of humility and altruism in our generosity are part of the bedrock foundation 

upon which Jesus lived his life and built his church.  Its how he related to people.  And its how 

Jesus calls us to live as his followers.  Its what he expects of his church as well.   These two 

values maybe more than any others formed the core of Jesus’ character and relationships with 

people. 
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Humility is a word that comes from the Latin word “humus” which means earth or ground.  Its 

what we stand on, plant flowers, vegetables and trees in, build our houses on.  Its dirt.  Just dirt.  

That which is below us, common, not valuable like gold and silver, and we try to wash it out of 

our clothes after working outdoors.  Dirt, dust, Humus…. Can you think of any words that have 

this word in them?  How about Humble?  Humane?  Human?  Humanitarian?   

 

Jesus’ values ran counter to the prevailing philosophy of the day, and maybe of our day too.  He 

is addressing those people who feel they are self-important, who are self-absorbed, arrogant and 

egotistical, condescending, big-headed, conceited and haughty.   

 

The upside-down logic of God’s Kingdom says that the humble will be exalted and the mighty 

will be brought low.  Sometimes, we get a lot of satisfaction from watching those who think they 

are the smartest and richest and most important brought low.   Its easy to judge people who don’t 

think like we do, dress like we do and even vote like we do as being somehow inferior and 

unworthy.   

 

The upside down values of God shows up clearly in the book of Revelation.  In chapter 18 there 

is a description of the values of Babylon which represents all that was in opposition to God and 

his loving holy kingdom on earth.  As I read this list, I want you to listen to the order in which 

things are named.  In the first part of the list we hear what are considered the most important and 

desirable items by popular society, the values that define our culture.   The book of Revelation is 

about a cosmic battle between good and evil, and in the end God will triumph and will destroy 

the city of Babylon.   

 

Listen to the list:  “The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her because no one 

buys their cargoes any more, cargoes of: gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, 

purple, silk and scarlet cloth, every sort of citron wood, and articles of every kind made of 

ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble; cargoes of cinnamon and spice, of incense and 

myrrh and frankincense, of wine and olive oil, of find flour and wheat; cattle and sheep, 

horses and carriages, and bodies and souls of humans.”   Gold is the most important thing in 

the list because it comes first and humans are the least important because they come last. 

 

If Babylon is the city ruled by demonic forces of evil and all that is in opposition to God, then 

the Holy City is the place where God’s presence rules.  Listen to the description of the Holy City 

from chapter 21, “The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl.  The 

great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass.”   Do you see the contrast?   In 

the first list, gold is at the top… the first thing mentioned to illustrate the values and order of 

human culture.  In the second description, gold is used like asphalt for paving the streets.  Its 

only good for humans to walk on, beneath our feet.  

 

Jesus’ second lesson in this encounter was about giving with no strings attached.  Giving with no 

expectation of return.  This is a difficult teaching for us culturally isn’t it?  I remember being in a 

church once where I wanted to invite small groups of members over for dinner.   But it was a 

difficult thing for them to accept.  The word got back to me that if they accepted my invitation to 

dinner, then they would feel obligated to invite me over to their home for a meal. And they were 

very self-conscious about that and felt ashamed to have me in their home.  So that meant they 

could not accept my invitation.  Of course, they found other reasons to tell me that they couldn’t 

come… but it was disappointing.  I had no expectation that they would invite me if I invited 

them.  But it was part of their cultural DNA.   
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Next Sunday Pope Francis will lead the ritual of canonization for Mother Theresa as she is 

elevated to Sainthood by the Roman Catholic Church.   This tiny Albanian nun, known as the 

‘angel of the slums’ touched thousands and hundreds of thousands of lives directly and indirectly 

through her selfless, humble giving with no expectation of return.  In fact, she focused her 

energy and her life on those who were completely unable to give back to her.   

 

During the American Revolution, an officer in civilian clothes rode past a group of new recruits 

busy repairing a break in the defensive ramparts.  The work was really too heavy for the size of 

the group working on it.  Their commander was shouting instructions but was making no attempt 

to help them.  Asked why by the stranger on horseback, he replied with great dignity, “Sir, I am a 

corporal.”  The stranger apologized, dismounted and proceeded to help the exhausted soldiers 

himself.  When the job was finished, he turned to the corporal and said, “Mr. Corporal, next time 

you have a job like this and not enough men to do it, go to your commander in chief and I will 

come and help you again.” The officer in plain clothes was General George Washington. 

 

In his book “Well Done:  The Common Guys Guide to Everyday Success”, Dave Thomas, 

founder of Wendy’s restaurants, writes this, “I got my MBA long before my G.E.D.”   (He never 

graduated from high school). He writes, “I even have a photograph of me in my MBA graduation 

outfit, a snazzy knee-length work apron.  I guarantee you that I’m the only founder among 

America’s big companies whose picture in the corporate annual report shows him wielding a 

mop and a plastic bucket.  That wasn’t a gag.  It was a case of leading by example.  At Wendy’s, 

MBA does not mean Master of Business Administration.  Its means Mop Bucket Attitude.  Its 

how we define satisfying the customer through cleanliness, quality food, friendly service and 

atmosphere.”   

 

Jesus always shakes up our logic.  And pushes us beyond our comfort zones.  He calls us to an 

attitude of self-denial and putting others first.  He turns our cultural norms upside down.  In 

God’s Kingdom, leadership means servanthood.  The first shall be last.  The high shall be 

brought be low.  The humble shall be exalted.  He who saves his life will lose it.  Whoever loses 

his life for my sake shall save it.   What profit is it to gain the whole world and lose your soul?    

 

This is our DNA as followers of Jesus.  This is what it means to be a Christian Church. 

When we bring our priorities, values and goals in line with the Upside Down Logic of God… 

watch out, because God will bless, prosper and multiply our efforts beyond our wildest dreams.   

Amen.   


