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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Ordinary Time we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us 

as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with 

the Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early    

missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society 

in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. 

That’s why the church exists and why you belong.         

                                  AUGUST 2016 

                          Return Service Requested 
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                                               Sermon Themes for August 
  

 

August 7                                   Rev. Richard Alger, Guest Speaker                  Communion Sunday                        

We welcome Rev. Richard Alger as our guest speaker this Sunday while Pastor Ron and Priscilla are  visiting family off 
Island.  Pastor Alger and his wife, Bonnie, retired from his position as Pastor at Lanakila Congregational Church in   
Kealakekua , HI. 

 

August 14, 2016                                        Are You a Successful Person?                                     Matthew 5.38-48 

How do we measure success?  Money?  Health?  Fame?  Power?  Are we successful if our life appears complete and 
happy on the outside but inside we’re miserable and depressed?  What is it that makes us feel complete, fulfilled and 
in control of our lives?  Jesus redefined the way the Pharisees measured success.  They would point to the hours they 
spent praying in public with their faces toward heaven and the alms they gave (making sure everyone was watching), 
and their adherence to the strict laws of their religion.   But Jesus used a different measurement.  It was the          
measurement of the heart from which he embraced the marginalized, healed the unclean, forgave the sinner, and 
affirmed the poor.  Are we a successful church? 

 

August 21                                           The Relentless Love of God                 Luke 15.1-10 

Have you ever been “lost”?   When we’ve lost our way, whether on a trip to a new place… OR when we lose our way  
in life, being lost leaves us with feelings of fear and panic.  Jesus told three stories about being lost that have much to 
teach us about the relentless love of God.  The lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son all run the gamut of emotions 
from fear, sadness, and despair to a conclusion that usually involves a party and noisy celebration.   The stories tell us 
that God never gives up, and that we’re all being found and embraced by grace. 

 

August 28                                          The Upside Down Logic of God    Luke 14.7-14 

At the heart of our faith is paradox…  the contradictory truths that challenge our 21st century values of success and 
status.   “The last shall be first.”  “The self-exalted shall be brought low.”  The widow’s penny was worth more than 
the offerings of the rich.  Jesus attends a party where everyone rushes for the best seats, even his disciples.  It         
becomes a teachable moment in which Jesus talks about and demonstrates the upside-down logic of God who puts 
the last first, exalts the humble, gives with no expectation of return, embraces those that are rejected by polite       
society, and redefines success and blessing in terms of simplicity and humility . 

 

Sept. 4                                      The Lame Man Who Won the Lottery          2 Samuel 9.1-13 

Have you ever received grace from another person?  Grace is a blessing or benefit that comes to us without our      
deserving it.   Grace is “undeserved favor”… a gift that we didn’t earn or work for, a surprise blessing that comes into 
our life and makes us smile.  It could be an unexpected financial blessing, or a free trip courtesy of a friend, or an     
afternoon of freedom when someone offers to watch the children, or an invitation to see a movie or eat out… and 
you’re the guest.   King David was a man of grace in today’s passage and what he did for a lame man will make you 
smile! 



THINKING OUT LOUD…….      

I have never understood the reasoning behind violence as a solution for disagreement or conflict.  Did you 

know… that between 2005-2015, 71 Americans were killed in terrorist attacks on U.S. soil.   In that same 

period of time, 301,797 people lost their lives to gun violence.   On an average day , 91 people are killed 

with guns.  Seven of those people are children or teenagers.  In an average month, 51 women are killed by 

a current or former spouse or boyfriend.   Our murder rate by shooting is more than 25 times the average 

of other developed countries. 

Add in the loss of life from terrorist attacks, whether by gun, truck, or bombs and explosives… and it’s easy 

to wonder if civilization and our society in particular are on the doorstep of disintegration.   Every day, new 

headlines take us to another mall, school, restaurant, church, public square, train station or airport where 

innocent bystanders are being killed randomly without reason.  They are casualties in a war taking place all 

around the world, much different from previous conflicts where the combatants were easy to identify and 

geography defined the boundaries. 

During the Pastoral Prayer in our worship service, we pause for silence to honor those who lost their lives 

that week.   We pray for the mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers, sons and daughters, who will never 

enjoy the laughter of their loved one again.  Since the Sandy Hook Elementary School shootings, our      

Congress has paused for silence 25 times while in session to honor those whose lives have been lost to   

acts of mass violence. 

As I write this, six more people have been killed in Munich, Germany at a shopping mall.  Last week, along 

the beautiful seaside city of Nice, France,  many more people were killed by a man using a truck as a 

weapon.  Priscilla and I had just returned from Nice and the images of the streets reminded us of where we 

had walked just a few weeks before.    Feelings run the gamut from very disturbing to the other end of the 

scale, traumatizing.    It’s just a few people here and there we think… but which ones?  And so we grow   

suspicious and paranoid about being in crowded public spaces.  The questions are many, the answers are 

few. 

How to find peace in a world filled with such violence and hatred?   In the end, we have little control over 

what happens to us and around us.   But we do have the power to determine how we’ll respond and where 

we will focus our thoughts.   St. Paul wrote in Philippians 4.8-9,  “Finally, my brothers and sisters, always 

think about what is true. Think about what is noble, right and pure. Think about what is lovely and      

worthy of respect. If anything is excellent or worthy of praise, think about those kinds of things.   Do 

what you have learned or received or heard from me. Follow my example. The God who gives peace will 

be with you.” 

Paul doesn’t say,  “Don’t allow anything negative in your mind.” That’s impossible!   News is inescapable 

with smartphones and 24 hour news channels.  But we can make a choice to focus our thoughts on the 

positive and how we ourselves can live with grace, dignity, integrity, honor and love toward those in our 

circle of influence.   It seems like a small thing…. but really, its huuuuuuge! 

Peace be with you… 

 

                                          Pastor Ron Kent 



 Did You Know…   

  
 That the basement storage area is being cleaned, painted and refurbished because of a serious problem 

with mildew and mold?   Thanks to all who’ve helped in any way with this project. 

 That Tyler Dela Cruz has been invited to participate in the International Performing Arts Showcase in  

Hollywood, CA in November?  If you would like to help support her in this opportunity, please speak to 

her directly and check out her “GoFundMe” page at www.gofundme.com/tpjtfu6s. 

 That we will be participating in Foodland’s Annual Community Matching Gifts Program “Give Aloha 

2016”. Throughout the month of September, any donation  you give while shopping using your Maika’i 

card at Foodland, Foodland Farms or Sack n Save will be matched with a certain percentage by Foodland 

and the Western Union Foundation.  Last year we raised  $314.23.  Let’s do better this year!!   

 That Kamehameha Preschool will begin sessions for the year beginning on July 29th? 

 That Michael Russell will be travelling to play with the Oregon Summer Music Series  for three weeks 

during August?  This is an annual engagement for Michael and we wish him safety and blessings during 

his trip. 

 That Kindermusik is starting up again on Wednesdays and Saturday mornings in our Sunday School room  

beginning  Sept. 7th?  Aunty Roni, the Kindermusik instructor , will hold two FREE Open House events on  

August 17th and Aug 20th.  For more information on this wonderful music program  for infants and     

toddlers please contact Aunty Roni at  938-5406. 

  

   Congratulations to our two new Waiakea High School Graduates!  

  

      Ruth is now hoping for a fresh college  

      start at Hawaii Community College, Hilo  

     in early Spring of 2017                    

 

                                                           Yukiko’s future plans include  

                          going to Hawaii Community       

               College, Hilo in the Spring   

                          as a part-time student and  

                          major in Liberal Arts.  

 

 

Kosraean News 

                Ruth Tosie 
  Daughter of Deacon Bell and    
     Deaconess HavelynTosie 

                   Yukiko Dizon 
  Daughter of Deacon Danny and        
        Deaconess Tulpe Dizon 

  High School graduation is a very exciting time. We want to congratulate you on all your accomplishments.  
    Live a righteous life.....Learn to be thankful…..Look for opportunities to grow…...Love the word of God. 
 Through your LOVE for GOD, and dependence on HIM, He can and will make every provision for you. We        
       wish you, Yukiko and Ruth, much joy and abundant blessings as you set forth on your next venture. 
                                                                      God's Blessings, 
                                                               Pastu Nixon & Nipastu Fay 



 

  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Sheldon Asejo  Agnes Perreira       

Song Soon Lee                Ray Stewart 

Mike Gardner  Pedro Queja 

Doris Toma  Sofia Bumanglag 

Eric Wyatt  John Wolf 

     Happy August Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

 Maulin Alokoa  (3rd) 
 Danny Dizon   (8th) 
 Jessie Gacula  (11th) 
 Sali Queja  (23rd) 
 Shannylen Dayoan  (24th) 
 Katherine Stormont  (31st) 
 



                                 
          From the  kitchen of  Margo Aguiar 
 

                            TOFU BURGERS 
 
1 lb.             Ground Round 
1/4 cup       Chopped onion 
2 T.               Sugar 
1/2 block    Tofu, drained 
1/4 cup        Shoyu 
1         Egg 
 
Mix all ingredients together.  Fry on medium heat until 
nicely browned. 
 
 

“God told me last night if you don’t buy me a bike before    

    Summer, he’d make you go bald.” 



                         COUNCIL KORNER 

    

Let All THAT YOU DO Be Done In LOVE 
                                                                        Corinthians 1.16:14 

 

The FUPC Council meets every fourth Sunday of the month.  We continue to share with you current 

events that are happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on the 

Narthex bulletin board. 

 

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 

 

 Come join us every second Saturday of the month for Congregation Workday.  Bring the    

family, a friend and if possible a refreshment to share. Next workday will be August 13, from 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.   If you have any questions or would like to help in a specific area 

please contact Rev. Nixon Jack, our Resource Committee chairperson. 

 

 Thank you to everyone who has stepped up to take on the responsibility of serving as ushers/

greeters, lay leaders, communion prep and servers, bringing beautiful flowers to our sanctuary 

and hosting our delicious coffee hours.  You are greatly appreciated.   If you feel God’s spirit 

moving you to be a part of worship on Sundays, we continue to look for individuals to serve.  A 

sign-up sheet is posted in the Narthex on the bulletin board nearest the office.  Feel free to 

partner up with others for coffee hour or find someone to serve alongside you as an usher/

greeter. 
 

 The FUPC Pastoral Search Committee continues to review profiles with the support of the    

Hawaii Conference United Church of Christ. 

 

 Striesand Galdones, Kepola Ishikawa, Drenzen Queddeng and Priscilla Kent left this past    

Sunday, July 24th, to attend the National Youth Event in Orlando, Florida. Thank you to       

everyone for your prayers, support and generous donations.  Please continue to keep them in 

your prayers as they travel to Florida and back home to Hilo.  We look forward to the youth 

sharing their journey with us upon their return. 

 

 The Sunday school room renovation is near completion. The cabinets will soon be purchased.  

McCharles Tumaneng and Ric Galdones have volunteered to install the cabinets.  Our Kosrean 

family has volunteered to paint the accent wall.  Thank you for your dedication to our church 

campus. 

Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your council members suggestions, questions or 

concerns that you would like to address in your church life. I also have a FUPC e-mail address that you 

can contact me at: debbiefupc@gmail.com                     

                                                                                God Bless You, 

        

          

                                              

                                                                                   Debbie Sasan 

       Moderator 

                      



   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 

                               AUGUST 2016 

 

 USHERS/GREETERS                                  COMMUNION PREP 

    Kristel Tumaneng &Royalyn Solmerin                     Jane McLean 

          

                     

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                                          COMMUNION SERVERS 

August 07 Ray Stewart                          Team #1   Bob, Debbie, Gail & Jeremy       

August 14   Striesand Galdones          

August 21  Bob Ahia 

August 28 Danny Dizon 

 

  

   COFFEE HOUR                                     FLOWERS 

August 07 June Dela Cruz          

August 14 Jane McLean      

August 21 Jeremy Agag              Rosalind Queja    

August  28 Kosraean Fellowship 

  

                   

    ACOLYTE 

   Phoebe Wyatt 

     

 


