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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Ordinary Time between Epiphany and Easter, we welcome you and your loved ones 

(including children) to join us as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church 

of Christ and affiliated with the Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the           

congregational church of the early missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as 

The First Foreign Church and Society in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the 

church exists and why you belong.         
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                                           Sermon Themes for May 
 

May 3              Finding your Voice                James 3.1-12, Matthew 15.10, 11, 17-20 

We are born with a voice – the first sound we make is a cry.  Then we coo, we laugh, we sing, we yell and shout 
and then we form words.  Somewhere along our growing up path, some of us lose our voice.  We hide our truth, 
we swallow our opinions, we keep silent when inside we’re shouting “No!  No fair.”  The tongue, as James puts it, 
is a small instrument that can have a major impact on our world… both for good and for evil.  Have you lost your 
voice?  Today’s scriptures will help us to find it again. 

 

May 10                  God Our Mother           Hosea 11.1-4,8, Isaiah 49.14-16, Isaiah 66.7-14a, Mt 23.27 

Mother’s Day touches upon the deepest truths of our faith.  The most amazing gift a Mother gives her child is  
her unconditional love.  It’s what we all hunger for.  And when we know in our bones that we are valuable,        
worthwhile, precious and irreplaceable, we begin to love ourselves.  When we love ourselves, loving other      
people comes along with it.  When God said, “let us make a creature in our image, we are that creature.  No   
matter how ugly we may feel ourselves to be, we are of God’s own life, God’s own breath, God’s own being. 

 

May 17                  Finding Courage:  Use What You Have     Judges 6.11-18 

Are you waiting for a miracle?  As with Gideon, the miracle begins inside you.  You may be facing impossible 
odds.  You may be standing toe to toe with an overwhelming enemy.  You may be living in a dark passage, a    
mysterious and frightening time where the outcome is uncertain.  God promises to give us all the strength we 
need to face that challenge, one day at a time, one small step at a time.  Count on God’s faith word:  “Use the 
strength you have and I will be with you.” 

 

May 24                   A River Runs Through Us  ( Pentecost Sunday)                                      John 7.37-39 

We are on an endless quest for happiness and peace.  We are dying of thirst to find some spiritual home.   Jesus 
said that there is a river that runs through us.  It is the very life of God dwelling in the shape created by the      
contours and dimensions of your personality, your memories, your life experience, your talents and preferences 
and limitations.  The life of God in us is endless, beyond measuring, deeper than we can know, always present 
and available to us.   Don’t think of God “out there”.  Think of God as being “in here”…. Closer than our breath, 
real as our heartbeat. 

 

May 31                                 Puzzles & Mysteries    (Trinity Sunday)                                         Matthew 6.25-34 

When we come to God as a puzzle to be solved, we’ll always leave empty-handed.  God is not a puzzle.  God is 

not easily explainable.  But when we come to God as a Mystery to be worshipped, we will leave with the glow of 

eternity on our faces and in our hearts.  Hear your questions as an invitation to worship.  When we simply live 

into the mystery of the experience of God, our questions have a way of resolving into a trust that God is good 

and we will never be alone – no matter what challenges, heartbreaks and failures we experience. 



THINKING OUT LOUD……. 
 

I want to take the opportunity to celebrate and introduce two individuals who worship with us and who 
are contributing to our life together in very important ways.  One person joined the church on March 8, 
the other has been worshipping with us for some time, blessing us musically with his amazing talent on 
the violin. 

 

Ray Stewart moved back to Hawaii recently and near the top of his agenda was the 

decision to join First United Protestant Church.  Ray was baptized in this church when 

it was located on Kinoole St. in Hilo in 1941 by Rev.Talmadge. Ray's father was in 

charge of recreational activities for five plantations. They moved to Wainaku when he 

was two and his father was industrial relations manager for Hilo Sugar Co. Both his 

parents were very involved in  First Foreign Church in  Hilo, serving in various               

leadership positions.  Ray and his brother Dennis went to Riverside School, and Hilo 

Intermediate before the family moved to California in 1955.  He graduated from high 

school and college in California, and received his law degree from George Washington      

University in Washington D C . He spent two years in the Peace Corps, in the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands (Micronesia) serving as a law clerk to the Chief Justice.  Upon returning to 

Washington, he began work with the U.S. Postal Service as a lawyer working on Postal reform. Ray then 

transferred to field management serving as a postal executive in Colorado Springs CO, Palm Springs, CA, 

Inglewood CA, Rochester NY and Manchester NH prior to retirement.  He has two sons, Kevin of New 

Hampshire and Kyle of Seattle WA and is very proud of one grandchild, 1 year old Levi--in  New         

Hampshire.  Ray is delighted to be HOME after almost 60 years, and especially delighted to return to the 

church of his upbringing.  The Church Council was delighted to approve his appointment as our new     

Portfolio Manager for the church’s invested funds. Thank You Ray!!  It is a blessing to have you back in the 

Ohana!  

 

Michael Russell, violinist, has been part of the Big Island classical music scene since the 

summer of 2003.  He, along with accompanist Michael Springer, bless us all in our  

morning worship services with their musical artistry, usually on the second Sunday of the 

month. From 1996 to 2003, Michael was an Assistant Professor of Music at the          

University of Idaho in Moscow, Idaho. His primary duties were to teach applied violin   

and viola, to coordinate the chamber music program, and to conduct the University    

Symphony Orchestra.  He was also a member of the Kennard Trio, the University’s  

Resident Piano Trio. He has presented solo recitals, concertos, chamber music and  

symphony orchestra programs throughout the Midwest, Pacific Northwest and Southwest 

United States as well as in Northern Mexico and Peru, South America. 

Michael teaches violin and viola to his students in our church sanctuary on most weekday afternoons.  In 

addition to his private lessons on all bowed string instruments, he performs with the Hawaii Symphony, Britt 

Festival Orchestra, Maui Chamber Orchestra, Kamuela Philharmonic, UHH Productions and the Kona  

Choral Society. 

We are deeply blessed and privileged to have Ray and Michael in our church Ohana and pray that God will 

bless them richly as they continue to contribute their talents, wisdom and energy to our life together.     

Feeling Blessed and Grateful 

 

  

     Pastor Ron Kent 



  
 
 

Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 
 Dorothy Kataoka  
 Doris Toma 
 Fay Jack 
 Agnes Perreira 
 Lettie Agag 
 Song Soon Lee 
 Mike Gardner 
 Ariana 
 June Dela Cruz 
 Pedro & Petra Queja 
 Dennis Salmo 

 
 

 

     MOTHER’S DAY 

We will celebrate Mother’s Day with a special presentation by the keiki of our church and flowers for the     

Mothers and those whose love we experience as Mother-love. Pastor’s meditation on May10th is called 

“God Our Mother” celebrating the nurturing, protecting and providing nature of God’s character as seen 

throughout the Bible. 

 

Our church’s oldest Mother is Mrs. Agnes Perreira who will be 100 years old in 

October. She was born on October 11, 1915 in Hilo. She is the ninth of twelve 

children in the Araujo Family, born and raised in the area now known as Carvalho 

Park. She was the first in her family to graduate from high school as part of the 

Hilo High School Class of 1934. Mrs. Perreira was baptized and became a   

member of the Central Christian Church on Haili Street at an early age. Her father 

worked for the U.S. Post Office in Hilo and her late husband, Frank T. Perreira, 

was a foreman at the Flintkote Factory of Hilo (formerly Hawaiian Cane Product 

Plant). She raised three children, Donald, Margo and Wesley. Mrs. Perreira     

operated the Co-op Nursery School, first at Hilo Boarding School and then    

renovated an older home at 317 Lehua Street to run her own preschool. She 

taught all her life until age 78. She has touched the lives of many  people in our 

community. Her hobbies have included crocheting, embroidery, needlework, and she still loves to read.   

 

You are a blessing to all the people whose lives you have touched, Mrs. Perreira!!  God bless you and 

keep you always! 

  

A Special Prayer Request 



   Did You Know… 
 

 that the wild pigs are back?  They have found some delicious grubs in our makai yard and made 

a mess of it.  We’re working on a solution… 

 that work on our organ will begin soon?  Mr. Scott Bosch has been contracted to complete the 

repair work of replacing the leathers within the manual wind chest of the Great division of the  

organ  (the lower keyboard).    He estimates that this work will take about 12 weeks. 

 that we received a very nice Valentines Day card from Raymark De lacruz , the boy our church 

sponsors in Philippines through the Pearl Buck Foundation.  It is posted in the Narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 that the church will be closed all day & night on Thursday, May 7th for carpet cleaning. 

 that  we are always looking for people who will share musically in the Sunday morning church 

services . Whether it be singing or playing a musical instrument or both, all are welcome.  

Please contact Joanne Pocsidio if you are interested.  

 that May 9th at 7:30 pm we will be hosting the Kapili Choir and University  Chorus for their 

“Spring Fling” Concert, with Amy Horst, Conductor, Walter Greenwood, Pianist and Mark    

Sheffield, Guest Soloist.   Please call 808-932-7490 for tickets. 



 

 
  CELEBRATION OF THEARTS 
 
 
 
 
Six piecework quilts, one crocheted blanket, two wood carvings, one wood collage, five  paintings, one 

kapa hanging, one silk hanging, one framed embroidery piece, a woven palm basket, one wooden 

bowl, four handmade ceramic pieces, a Japanese noren… all together create a Celebration of Art from 

the hearts and hands of our own church Ohana.  Thank you to everyone who has shared their talents 

so generously and graciously with all of us.  The display of art work will be up through the end of May 

and then the pieces will be returned to their owners.  Thank you for blessing us with beauty and      

creative spirits!! 

      Happy May Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

 Michael Russell (1st), Clara Robinson (3rd), 
Joanne Pocsidio (4th), Geronima Solmerin (5th),  
Ruth Shank (6th), Shelcey Asejo (13th),   
Faymae Queja (14th), Geraldine Damasco (19th), 
Isabel Taylor (27th),  Cori Dela Cruz (30th), 
Krishaun Esau (31st) 



                COUNCIL KORNER 

    
                 “IF YOU THINK YOU ARE TOO SMALL TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE,  

                                               TRY SLEEPING WITH A MOSQUITO”                                                                                                                  
                             Dalai Lama 
 

 

 

The FUPC Council meets every fourth Sunday of the month.  We will share with you current events that are happening 

through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on the Narthex bulletin board. 

 
HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 

 

  A laptop computer has been purchased for FUPC use. This will help with the search process of a new        

        pastor. 

  The FUPC Pastoral Search Committee continues to receive and review profiles. 

  FUPC Pastoral Relations Committee had their quarterly meeting with Rev. Kent.   

  We continue to address the on-going Manse maintenance repairs. 

  We have built a hot water heater enclosure that will protect the new water heater. 

  We continue to look for caretakers for concert rehearsals and concert events. This responsibility pays 

$10.00 per hour. If you are interested please inquire through the church office or approach any of the    

Council members. 

 Good news, we have filled the position of Portfolio Manager. Ray Stewart has excepted this responsibility.  

Ray was born in Pepeekeo.  His father was in charge of recreational activities for five Plantations. He      

attended Riverside School, known today has Hilo Union School. He went on to attend Hilo Intermediate  

before moving to California in 1955.  Ray received a law degree from George Washington University and 

spent two years in the Peace Corps in the Trust Territory of the Pacific Island (Micronesia), serving as a law 

clerk to the Chief Justice. On returning to the U.S. he began work as a lawyer with the U.S. Postal Service. 

He is delighted to be home after almost 60 years, and especially delighted to return to the church of his    

upbringing.  WELCOME HOME RAY!  The church Council would like to thank Joanne Pocsidio for her 

patience and generous dedication to the Portfolio Manager position while we continued to search for     

someone to fill the position. 

 We continue to search for individuals to fill vacant Council positions such as Worship, Treasurer and Clerk.   

 The Easter Egg Hunt following Easter Sunday worship service was such a joy to see.  So many colorful eggs 

on the lawn and so many happy children.  A big thank you to Faye Persson and her awesome Christian   

Education team for making this event such a great success. 

 Church Directory – If you have not updated your church directory information, please do so.  If you are not 

able to come to church,  you are welcome to call the church office and Chris Oda, our Administrative      

Assistant will be more then happy to assist you.  Kepola and Debbie will continue to have a table in the  

Narthex for the next couple of weeks.    

 Soon we will be getting the church carpet professionally cleaned. Hooray! 

 Good News, we are getting ready to begin the first phase of our organ repair.  Thank you to everyone who 

has contributed to this important part of our church history. 

 

Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your council members suggestions, questions or concerns 

that you would like to address in your church life. 

 

                                                                

     God Bless You, 

                                                        Debbie Sasan, Moderator 

 
 



                             MAY 2015 

 

     USHERS/GREETERS                                  COMMUNION PREP 

          Bob Ahia                                        Jeremy Agag 

  

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS 

May 3    Ray Stewart                               Team #2  Royalyn, Kepola, Kristel, Striesand  

May 10  Joanne Pocsidio 

May 17  Robert Ahia 

May 24  Danny Dizon 

May 31  Betty Nekoba 

  

   COFFEE HOUR                               FLOWERS 

May 3 Manuela & Marlo Fontanilla              In Memory of Maximino Tumaneng 

May 10  Royalyn & Karisa Solmerin     In Honor of Emma Solmerin Birthday         

           from her Grand & Great Grandchildren 

May 17  Betty Nekoba       

May 24  Kosraean Fellowship 

May 31  Jeremy Agag 

 

    ACOLYTE 

Phoebe Wyatt 

                               Note 

If you are unable to be at church on the Sunday you are scheduled to participate, please 

find a substitute and let the office k now as soon as possible so we may print their name in 

the worship bulletin.  Mahalo. 

      SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION 


