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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Advent, we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us as we 

grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with the     

Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early    

missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society 

in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the 

church exists and why you belong.         
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                                       Sermon Themes for December 

   

December 6            Christmas Ornaments:  Lights                              Matt. 2.1-12 

When Jesus said, “Lo, I am with you always, even until the end of the world,”  isn’t that like someone lighting a 

candle on the darkest night?  It’s what the Incarnation means, God is with us, in the painful places, the dark 

spaces, the scary places, the impossible places, the hopeless places, the discouraging places.  God is with us, be-

cause Jesus was born, and lived as we live, sharing our humanity and he understands our weaknesses and loves 

us beyond comprehension. 

December 13         Christmas Ornaments:  Greens                       Luke 2.4-7 

When  you look at your Christmas tree, decorate it, enjoy its fragrance and beauty, remember that it has a 

deeper message for you.  First, don’t give up.  God will not abandon you.  There is always hope.  Second, Don’t 

lose sight of the most important things in the midst of all the commotion and commercialism of Christmas – look 

at where your tree is pointing. Third, when you see the gifts under the tree, let them remind you of God’s gifts to 

you, freely given with gracious generosity and love. 

December 20   In the Midst of the Noise, Hear the Babe                      Matthew 1.18-25 

Christmas is about the Extraordinary breaking in to the Ordinary.    God appears when we least expect it.  God is 

always surprising us by breaking into our lives in the guise of those who need us.  Or in the guise of those whom 

we need.  Or even in the guise of those whom we’d like to avoid.  God appears where, when and how  we least 

expect it.   But at Christmas, God’s presence is easy to miss in the rush of shopping, parties, decorating and      

entertaining.  Take a moment to stop for a moment each day to look and listen for God clothed in human flesh. 

December 27                Mountain Climbing 101                                                 Joshua 14.6-14 

A mountain is a challenge in your life.  It’s a hurdle you must get over, a burden you must bear, a hurt you must 

endure, a responsibility you must shoulder, a pain that you must live with, an agony you must accept even if you 

don’t understand why.  God promises to be with us in every circumstance, anywhere we find ourselves and every 

moment of every day.  Getting over and through the mountains of our lives  takes courage, faith, patience and 

wisdom from deep places.  These are the gifts of God to us to help us on our journey through the mountain 

ranges of our lives.    

 January 3, 2016                      Holy Epiphany!!          John 1.1-18 

”What’s an Epiphany?” you might ask.  An epiphany is a revelation, light suddenly streaming into a darkened 

room.  An epiphany is a new understanding about something that makes you say, “Oh Wow!  Now I understand!”  

Its an “Aha” moment in which we comprehend something for the first time that has always remained a mystery 

up to this point.   In the Christian church year, we begin the season of Epiphany on January 6 – a season when 

Jesus reveals himself through word and deed as the Son of God as he teaches and preaches, and gathers his    

followers to be with him.   There were many “Aha” moments that may help us to understand ourselves and our 

God in a deeper way. 



THINKING OUT LOUD……. 
 

It’s Christmas and I’ve not started my shopping.  I’m not a good shopper.  I don’t much care for shopping.  I love    

giving… but the shopping part… well, I’d rather be reading a good book.   If only I could give “alternative gifts” that 

didn’t require going out into a store crowded with other shoppers. 

I was mulling this over recently as I read God’s invitation to Solomon to make any request and he would grant it.  

Talk about a cosmic blank check.  Or the Christmas question:  What kind of gift would you like for Christmas this 

year?  Remember what Solomon  asked for?  Wisdom.   Not health, long life, financial security, fame, power, talent, 

coolness or a 32” waist – all things that crossed my mind.  He asked for wisdom.  And so I ask, what does it take to 

be known as a “Person of Wisdom”?   I came up with a list.  Its MY list and therefore reflects my personality and life 

experience.  Maybe you’d disagree with some things on my list, or add some things that you feel are missing.  That’s 

fine…   Go for it.  Here is my “alternative gift” list: 

 The ability to listen and observe without comment or coercion. 

 The ability to wait with patience. 

 Living fully in the present moment, neither regretting the past nor fearing the future. 

 Forgiving myself and others – it’s the gift I give myself. 

 Taking responsibility for my choices, feelings, opinions and actions. 

 Never spending it all – money, time, and energy – saving something for lean times. 

 Speaking truth – with gentleness, kindness and mercy – letting words be golden. 

 Living with personal integrity  - the same alone as when in a crowd of people. 

 Authenticity – being real but with a humility that’s clothed in courage. 

 Honoring the insights, teachings and life-examples of my elders. 

 Surrounding myself with friends who are honest, caring, positive and stimulating. 

 Living without cutting corners  - incremental compromise leads to a catastrophic mess. 

 Knowing that love is the most powerful force in the world. 

 Being able to see through pain, disappointment, failure and loss to the gift that it brings. 

 Simplicity. Wisdom loves simplicity – it is not pretentious, complicated or demanding. 

 Generosity of spirit – holding life with open hands, giving and receiving freely. 

 Answering softly, without force or the need to change anyone else. 

 Being able to control myself – choosing my responses rather than being controlled by emotions. 

 Knowing when to say “yes” and when to say “no” – to others and to myself. 
 

When we pray for wisdom, we probably should think about what that might mean in real world terms… 

God is still making that same offer he made to Solomon, “If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God who gives to all 

generously and ungrudgingly and it will be given you.”  James 1.5 

Merry Christmas and May Abundant Wisdom be Yours, 

 

               Pastor Ron Kent 



                        Pastor Nixon attends Kosrae Maui Christian Endeavor Promotion 

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Claiming the Spirit Fullness working to build great people to Serve Our Mighty God. 

 Serving is the most powerful tool we can use to help our few see the bigger picture of the Church.  

This is a great time for families to step up and serve together. We are all made in the image                                                            

of God and have a desire that is intentionally in us to love God and Love others. 

 

 The Kosrae Hilo Congregation will be having our Promotion of Leaders to be held on Saturday,  

                                December 12, 2015 from 10:am to 2:00pm at the First United Protestant Church.   

  

   We welcome two new babies to our Kosraean Community 
             

                Proud Parents Layman Persteve and Rose Esau 

             Baby Girl Shieva 

             & 

       Proud Parents Layman  Bobby Dale and Metlida Skilling 

                                                                   Baby Girl Silia Pomaika’i Dale-Bobby 

   

  A beautiful  Princess has joined your family and I take great pleasure in wishing you and your entire  

    family lots of joy as you welcome your special blessing into your life. 

       Kulo, 

         Pastor Nixon Jack  

 

    

Kosraean News 

 

 



Did You Know… 
 

 that our church Sunday School classroom is being renovated with a new coat of paint, new  lighting,      

air-conditioning, window treatments and new furniture.  So many people use this room each week and   

it was in need of some loving attention.  Mahalo to all who have worked to design and create the new 

look (Priscilla Kent, Kepola Ishikawa, John Wolf and many others who have offered suggestions and   

feedback) 

 that Hilo Community Chorus will have a concert at the church on Saturday, Dec. 5th at 2:00pm 

 that a big Mahalo Nui Loa goes out to Faye Persson and Robert Ahia for picking up  and delivering the 

Poinsettia’s that will decorate our church during the month of December and also to JoAnn Park and 

Margo Aguiar for decorating the church during our Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations 

 that our 2016 Budget was passed and New Council Officers and Standing Committee Chairs were elected 

at our Congregational Meeting on Nov. 29th.  The new Council Members are:   

 Treasurer:  Ray Stewart 

 Clerk:  Betty Nekoba 

 Youth Representative:  Kepola Ishikawa 

 Members-at-Large:  Sylvia Hammer, Gail Kagawa, Brittney Kaupu, Bob Ahia & Jeremy Agag  

 Christian Education Chair:  Karena Asejo 

 Resource Committee Chair:  Tony Persson 

 Worship Committee:  Jane McLean and Margo Aguiar 

 

 that the Kosrae Hilo Congregation will be having their Promotion of Leaders on Saturday, December 12, 

2015 from 10:am to 2:00pm at the First United Protestant Church   

 that we will be holding Christmas Candlelight Service on December 24th at 6:00pm  

 that our new 2016 Church Directory is done and available at the Church Office 

 that we express our condolences to the Queja family on the passing of Petra  on Sunday, Nov. 1st.  Our 

thoughts and prayers are with the Queja family.  

 that we received a box of specialty cheeses  with crackers and a cheese board from our wonderful guests 

from St. Paul’s UCC, with the following message: 

         “ You guys are awesome! Thank you for the extravagant reception.  Blessings on your day. “                        

                     Reverend Philip Schneider 

 that our Administrative Assistant , Chris Oda, will be on vacation the week of Dec. 6th 

 that we will be participating in the Christmas Fund in December until Sunday, December 20th 

 That  Joanne  Pocsidio, Michael Springer and the Kosraean Fellowship represented our church by singing 

at the  ICIA Thanksgiving Celebration.   



 

   Happy December Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

Tyler Dela Cruz (2nd), Inez Bidad (4th), Froilan 
Queja (5th),  Josiah & Lehua Hopfe (7th), Matilda 
Skilling (11th), Jonah Kaupu (11th), Mariella 
Wasserman (13th), Zandrix Queja (21st), Ryan 
Castro (22nd), Katrina Lorenzo (26th), Debbie Sa-
san (26th), Raella Castro (27th). 

     A Special Prayer Request 

Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Fay Jack  Agnes Perreira 

Joe Wahl  Song Soon Lee 

Dennis Salmo  Pedro Queja 

Doris Toma  Ray Stewart 

Eric Wyatt   

 



                         COUNCIL KORNER 

    

  
“I sing because I'm happy, I sing because I'm free. 

His eye is on the sparrow and I know he watches me” 

 
The FUPC Council meets every fourth Sunday of the month.  We will continue to share with you current events 
that are happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on the  Narthex bulletin 
board. 
 

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL 

 
 Thank you to everyone who made our Thanksgiving Luncheon and Awesome Day.  The food and               

fellowship just said it all.  A special THANK YOU to individuals who showed up early to set up, those who 
were there to be a part of the kitchen crew, those who stayed to clean up and put tables and chairs away 
but most all to all of you who stayed to fellowship and talk story with each other.  By the way we are    
always looking for individuals who are willing to volunteer for all the above. 
 

 November 29th, is Pledge Sunday.  We will have a Congregational Meeting following worship to adopt the 
2016 Budget and vote in new Council Members for the coming year. 
  

 We continue to look for caretakers for concert rehearsals and concert events.  This responsibility pays 
$10.00 per hour. If you are interested please inquire through the church office or approach any of the 
Council members.  Please keep in mind that if anyone wants to use the facility for events, the Council 
needs advance notice to approve events.  Caretakers need to be in place before a Request for Facility Use 
can be approved. 
 

 A Lay Participation Sign-Up Sheet was enclosed with the worship bulletin last Sunday, Nov. 22nd.  Thank 
you to everyone who took the time to complete this form, the form indicated that an Acolyte should be 
someone under the age of 11 but I would like to thank the young people who are over the age of 11 who 
step up and be responsible for bringing the light of Christ into the Sanctuary every Sunday.  A big Thank 
You to the individuals who have stepped forward to serve in whatever way they are able to. 

 
As we move forward into a season when our Christ and Savior was born, let us remember 

what the Holiday’s are about. Take the time to give someone a big hug and tell them how 

much you love them and appreciate them. 

 

 
Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your Council Members suggestions, questions or concerns 
that you would like to address in your church life. I also have a FUPC e-mail address that you can contact me at: 

debbiefupc@gmail.com 

 

God Bless You, 
                Debbie Sasan, 
                  Moderator 



      SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION 

                                  DECEMBER 2015 

 

  USHERS/GREETERS                               COMMUNION PREP 

      Gail Kagawa & Jeremy Agag                Dec. 6 Margo Aguiar 

            Dec. 24 Jeremy Agag 

 

 

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                                 COMMUNION SERVERS 

Dec. 6     June Dela Cruz                   Dec. 6  Team #1  Bob, Debbie, Gail, Jeremy 

Dec. 13   Betty Nekoba                       Dec. 24 Team #2 Royalyn, Kepola, Kristel & Striesand 

Dec. 20 Striesand Galdones 

Dec. 27 Danny Dizon 

 

  

   COFFEE HOUR                                                  FLOWERS 

Dec. 6 Marlo & Ella Fontanilla    Marlo & Ella Fontanilla 

Dec. 13 Debbie Sasan                  Poinsettia’s all Month       

Dec. 20 Extended Coffee Hour          

Dec. 27 Kosraean Fellowship               

 

     

    ACOLYTE 

   Phoebe Wyatt 

                                         Note 

If you are unable to be at church on the Sunday you are scheduled to participate, please find a sub-

stitute and let the office know as soon as possible so we may print their name in the worship bulletin.  

Mahalo. 


