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A Vision for Ministry:  Loving Each Other      FUPC 

I Corinthians 12 (selected) & Acts 2:42-47      Dec. 11, 2016 

 

We are a church in transition.  I suppose one could say that all of life is a transition and that would be 

true.  But in a very specific sense, our church is living in an in-between place.  And sometimes, in-

between places can freak us out.   Its like we left a known and fairly secure place, and we’re not sure 

what the future will hold.  We’re not sure of where we’re going and who will lead us there.   In 

between places can feel like a wilderness.   A desert.   A dark night in a place you’ve never been 

before.   

 

I want to give you something to hang on to that will give you confidence and courage.   Yes, in-

between times can be scary and unsettling.  But a wilderness can also be a place where we find a 

deeper courage and confidence in who we are and what we’re about.   It can bring out qualities of faith, 

determination, persistence, patience, and creative vision.  In the wilderness, we need a map, a clearly 

marked path, a sense of direction, a vision for where we’re going and assurance that we’ll be OK.  I 

want to give you map for this in-between time.  Follow this map, and you’ll always know where you 

are.  

 

Two weeks ago, we said that our first priority is to keep Christ at the center of all we do, all we dream, 

and all that we desire.  When Christ is at the center, we know who we are.  We know that whatever we 

do will be grounded in what’s most important… our relationship and connection to God through Christ 

by Faith.  We know who holds us when the night is dark and the voices of fear and doubt call to us.  

Christ is our starting point.  He’s where we get our identity and our DNA.  We are the bride of Christ, 

beloved and precious beyond understanding to God.  We’re not a social service agency.  We’re not a 

club based on common interests.  We’re followers of Jesus Christ, committed to his teachings, and 

striving to live by the faith and values and choices that he demonstrated in his own life.   

 

Today, I want to carry that thought a step further.  Here’s the sermon.  Get this, you get everything I 

want to say today:  Because we are followers of Jesus and committed to Him, that means we are 

related to each other.   We have a common connection to each other because of our faith in Christ.  

And because we share that in common, we are called to love each other.  To be committed to each 

other in a special way that transcends our differences, our disagreements, and our petty dislikes.    

 

When the Apostle Paul wrote to the church at Corinth, he was writing to a church in conflict.  A more 

factious, argumentative bunch of people would have been hard to find.  They were hauling each other 

into court in lawsuits.  They refused to even sit at the communion table with people they didn’t like.  

They had separated themselves into different groups based on which preacher they liked best.  They 

allowed their own spiritual experiences with God to become a test of fellowship.  Their attitude was, 

“If your spiritual experience doesn’t match up to mind, then I guess I’m more spiritual than you are.”   

Paul’s admonition can be hung on three statements that form the framework for a healthy church.    

 

The first statement is this:  THE CHURCH IS A UNITY.  Although the church at Corinth was 

composed of both Jews and Greeks, it was still one church.  Though its members came from both the 

upper class and from the wrong side of the tracks, it was still one church.  Even though there were 

different ethnic backgrounds and maybe even languages, they were still one church.  Even though 

some were well-educated and others were not they were still one church.  If I like country music and 

you like Bach, we’re still one church.  If I was raised in the Baptist church and you were raised in the 

Methodist church, it doesn’t matter.  We’re still one church.  Paul tells us why… 
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We’re not one church because we like or dislike the same things.  We’re not one church because we 

think alike, talk alike, or pray alike.  Nothing external makes us one.  We are one, Paul says, because 

God’s Holy Spirit makes us one.  Our unity comes from somewhere deep inside as a gift from God.  

The same Spirit that is in you is in me.  We share something beyond measuring or defining easily.  We 

share the Spirit of God. 

 

We sometimes confuse unity and uniformity.  Uniformity is when we all think the same thoughts, pray 

the same prayers, share the same opinions and hold the same behavioral standards.  We are not cookie-

cutter Christians, all looking, sounding and acting the same.  Unity is different.  People who wouldn’t 

normally be friends partake of the same broken bread and poured out wine at the Lord’s Table.  The 

rich who would normally avoid contact with the poor kneel side by side in prayer.  The Jew who would 

never think of touching an unclean Gentile now embraces his brother and sister in Christian love.  Paul 

describes opposite people who find themselves at home in each others’ presence. 

 

Where does our unity at First United Protestant Church come from?  From our by-laws, or our annual 

meeting, or the tasks we share from time to time.  No.  From none of these things.  Our unity doesn’t 

even come from the fact that you may really like the people in this church.  That’s nice.  Its wonderful, 

but it doesn’t create our unity.   We are one in Christ by his Spirit.   

 

I look at you and I see friends, brothers and sisters in Christ.  If the Spirit of Christ lives in you, and 

that same Spirit lives in me, then we belong to each other.  Financial status, educational achievement, 

work experience, worship tradition, all of those things are only surface differences.   Wherever you go 

in the world, from a towering cathedral in Europe to a primitive open-sided church with a thatched roof 

in the rain-forests of New Guinea, you’ll find yourself at home among people with whom the only 

thing you may share in common is an experience of God’s grace making you His child through Jesus 

Christ.   Paul says, we are a Unity. 

 

Paul’s second conclusion about the church is as important as the first:   THE CHURCH IS A 

DIVERSITY.   Even though we are a Unity… we are not alike.  Our personalities are different, our 

interests are different, our abilities are different.  And that’s good!  It’s a paradox.  The church is a 

unity and yet it’s a diversity.   

 

Paul lists some of the abilities or gifts that an be found in the church members at Corinth.  They range 

from the very “spiritual” to the very ordinary.  There are people who are comfortable praying in public 

and leading worship.  There are others who shine brightly in the kitchen, cooking, cleaning up and 

washing dishes.  Some feel more comfortable working with the children in Sunday School.  Some can 

visit the sick and grieving and bring comfort.  Some love to maintain the grounds and our facilities.  

Some know how to say the right word, at the right time that will encourage and give strength to 

someone going through a difficult time.  Some can interpret Scripture and teach it to others.   

 

We don’t all need to do the same thing or feel guilty if we can’t do what someone else can do.  But we 

do need to offer what gifts we’ve been given for the good of the whole church.  That’s why we’re 

different, so the church will possess every gift and ability to fulfill it mission and ministry.  If one 

person decides to drop out or withhold their gift, it diminishes the rest of us.  Every person is 

important.  We can’t afford to get along without you and the gifts God has given you to share with the 

rest of us.   
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The final statement Paul makes is as important as the first two.  We are a Unity.  We are a Diversity.  

And now, WE NEED EACH OTHER.   God gets into my life through you.  God wants to get in to 

your life through me.  We are shaped and molded as Christians by God’s Spirit at the very point where 

our lives touch each other. 

 

As you know, I grew up in the Midwest.  Autumn was my favorite season, halfway between the 

stifling heat of summer and the unbearable cold of winter.  I loved watching the seasons change.  One 

sign of the approaching winter were the flocks of geese flying overhead in the V formation, honking 

encouragement to each other as they flew South. 

 

At that time of year, temperatures could vary from 50 degrees in the daytime down to well-below 

freezing at night.  At night in the dark, the migrating geese would land on a lake or pond and huddle 

together, the warmth of their bodies keeping the water warm enough so that it didn’t freeze.   

Sometimes off to the side, all alone, one goose would be resting gaining strength for tomorrow’s flight 

South.  But the goose would be unaware of the thickening water crystals that would soon harden into 

ice.  And if the lake froze over, the good could be trapped and unable to fly… and if there was no 

thaw, trapped until Springtime.  But he would have starved to death because he couldn’t move. 

 

The other geese become aware of their lone companion who is now stuck fast in the ice an unable to 

move.  They gather around the ice-bound goose and defy the hardening water.  With the warmth of 

their bodies they melt the ice until their friend is freed.   

 

How many times does that happen in the church?  A hurting person comes into our midst, carrying 

with them the injuries of bruises of life’s injustice, betrayal, illness and despression… problems too 

great for one person to bear alone.  We gather around and give what we have to give.  Alone we 

quickly run out of resources.  But together, we share the healing mystery of God’s love with someone 

in need, and they are encouraged, their strengthened and freed from their hopelessness.  God has 

touched them through you. 

 

We need each other.  God has given us to each other.  We are strong when we know this. We are a 

healthy church when we live out our love for each other, despite our differences.  We’re weak when 

we ignore it or think we don’t need our fellow-Christians and go it alone.   

 

So the bottom line is this:  Despite our outward differences, we are one in Christ.  Yet we have been 

gifted with a variety of skills, interests, abilities and talents in order to serve, support and bless each 

other.  And therefore, we need each other.   

 

We’re working on a Mission Statement for our church.    It begins with our Commitment to Jesus 

Christ.  Out of that comes our commitment to each other.  It’s a sign of a healthy church, a strong 

church,  when the members and friends of a congregation genuinely care for, enjoy and are tuned in to 

each other.   

 

How are we doing?  Is this an area of strength for us?  Is it an area where we need to grow?   How 

would you grade  yourself?  Are there people you have a hard time loving?  Are there people who 

challenge you to be more patient?  More forgiving?  More understanding?  More gracious?    Think 

about it… Amen. 

  

   

 

 


