
 1 

Keeping Christ at the Center        FUPC 

Acts 3.1-16          Nov. 27, 2016 

 

There are a few topics that come up in conversation that make people very uncomfortable.  For 

example, if you ask someone, “How much money did you make last year?” you’ll probably just get a 

shocked look in return.  We don’t ask that question, do we?  Or how about this one:  “You know, if 

your kid was mine, I’d take away his phone and ground him for a month.  You’re way too easy on 

him.”   In response, we might hear, “My children are my children and its no business of yours how I 

raise them, so keep your opinions to yourself.”  If not those exact words, we might get a look that 

means the same thing. 

 

There’s another topic of conversation that is difficult sometimes.  It makes people uncomfortable.  If I 

were to ask you, “What does Jesus Christ mean to you?” … how would you respond?   Have  you 

noticed that we can easily talk about religion, and we can talk about church all day.  But to talk about 

Jesus… that’s another matter.  It’s so… personal.  It’s not that Jesus doesn’t mean anything to us.  It’s 

just that we don’t often talk about it.  And maybe we don’t know how to talk about it. 

 

Whatever problems the early church had, reluctance to talk about Jesus was not one of them.  In fact, 

they had one track minds.  They couldn’t stop talking about Jesus.  In today’s passage, Jesus has 

returned to God in heaven, the Holy Spirit has come upon the early disciples and the church has been 

born.  In fact, the church has exploded into existence.  More than 3000 people have become Christ 

followers in just one day.  It’s a growing movement.  There’s excitement and amazement because of 

this sudden explosion of followers of Jesus.  It just makes the church members more bold and they 

can’t stop talking about Jesus.  There were no buildings to admire, no programs or events that attracted 

them.  It was all about Jesus. 

 

Now remember, this is still a Hebrew culture where Jewish religious customs are observed even among 

the new Christians.  They still observe the daily times of prayer.  The ninth hour, 3 p.m. in the 

afternoon, is one of those appointed times for prayer.  Peter and John are going up to the Temple for 

the prayer ritual.  Yes, they are Christians, but they still observe the practices of their ethnic upbringing 

by praying at the appointed hours. 

 

As they go up into the Temple, they encounter a man who is disabled.  He’s immobile.  We know that 

because the passage says that some friends had carried him to this gate and set him down there.  Its a 

daily routine.  The man has been this way since he was born.  He’s unemployable.  No one will hire 

him.  He begs for money to sustain himself.   

 

In the Jewish faith, almsgiving was an act that gained you merit.  If you were on your way to pray and 

you gave a gift to a beggar, you scored points with God.  So this man, knowing human nature, 

positions himself at the gate where people going into the Temple have to pass.  Not only is he helping 

himself.  He’s helping these worshippers gain favor with God.  Makes sense, right?  Its win-win. 

 

As Peter and John are going into the Temple, the man cries out for alms and asks them for money.  He 

doesn’t ask for healing.  The thought probably never crossed his mind.  It was way beyond the realm of 

possibility.  A fantasy, a dream.  He just wants some cash to help him get through the day.  A 

temporary fix, any amount will help.   

 

Peter and John look at the man.  That’s an important detail.  The passage says, “They fixed their eyes 

on him.”  It means they really saw him.  They didn’t just notice him in their peripheral vision.  They 

intentionally looked at him to take in the reality of his situation.   The man was at this gate everyday.  
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Isn’t it true that if you see someone in need at the same place, same time every day, it can get easy to 

look past them.  Sometimes we stop seeing what’s so familiar. 

 

As they looked at this man, they were aware of his hope and his need.  But the passage says they didn’t 

have what this man hoped for.  They didn’t have any money.  That’s what he was hoping for.  But 

these two disciples did have something that he needed, something that would solve the man’s problem.  

There’s a big difference.  They had been filled with the power of Jesus and they offered the man that 

power to heal his legs.  Listen to their reply when he asked for money, “Silver and gold we don’t have 

but what we do have we give to you.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”  Say 

what?  Yes!  “Rise up and walk.” 

 

And the man got up and walked.   The power of Christ to change his life was what this man really 

needed.  He was hoping for money but that would just get him through the day and he’d have to beg 

again tomorrow.  Picture this guy, amazed at the feeling in his legs and he just wants to dance.  He’s 

running and jumping and dancing.  He’s one happy man.  Everybody who saw him was amazed… they 

all knew him as the disabled guy who’d been born unable to walk.  They couldn’t believe their eyes.   

 

What can we learn from this encounter?   I was thinking about all the other things Peter and John could 

have offered this man.  Money, of course, was what he hoped for.   But that was just a temporary fix 

that would have to be repeated every day.  They could have given him sympathy.  Or maybe empathy.  

Sympathy and empathy are good and have their place.  But he would still be disabled, unable to walk.  

He’d still have to beg.  They could have given him a lecture or pep talk about looking on the brighter 

side of life and how at least he wasn’t flat on his back in bed, or blind.   “Think positive, man!”    What 

if Peter and John just kept walking because they thought they couldn’t make a difference in the man’s 

world.   

 

When I thought about it, it struck me that people come to church looking for God hoping for 

something that will change their world and all they get is sympathy, or a pep talk.   But what we have 

to offer really is the power of Jesus Christ to change their life.  The church is the place and the people 

of God are the people in which this power can be found.  We can be the bridge for people who are 

feeling despair to find joy.   Those who are hurt can find healing.  Those who live with guilt can find 

forgiveness.  Those who are lonely can find friendship and acceptance.  Our purpose as a church is to 

introduce people to the one Person who can make a difference in their life that is profound and 

permanent. 

 

We need to keep that at the very center of what we’re all about as a church.  If we don’t we’ll miss our 

purpose for being here in the first place.  We can be involved in many worthwhile causes, we can 

promote many worthwhile programs, all of them legitimate and good.  But unless Jesus Christ is at the 

very center of what we’re offering here, it might just as well be done by the government or a private 

social service agency.   

 

What makes the church unique is that we call people to a relationship with God through Jesus Christ 

that opens up a pathway to unimaginable joy, power to meet life’s demands, healing in the deepest 

darkest corners of our lives, forgiveness and reconciliation that seemed impossible.  In this 

relationship, people find healing in their life for past hurts, they find direction and meaning, they find 

acceptance and unconditional forgiveness, they find a different kind of reality that’s not based on just 

kind words and good intentions.  Its based on life-transforming, miraculous and mysterious power that 

flows from the Spirit of Christ into our spirits and makes all things new.  
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“If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation.”  That’s what Paul wrote in II Corinthians.  He should 

know!  He was on his way to arrest, torture and imprison Jesus’ followers when he met Jesus on the 

road to Damascus.  And Jesus rocked his world, turned it upside down and inside out.  From that point 

on, Paul was a new man.   

 

There’s a group of people beginning to think about a mission statement for our church.  Did you know 

that we don’t really have one?  Or if we did have one, no one can find it.  And I believe that this is 

where we have to begin… we are a gathering of people whose life together is centered around a 

commitment to a person… Jesus Christ, who is the foundation and goal of all our efforts. 

 

Maintaining these buildings, helping with fund drives in the community and around the world, 

sponsoring a child in the Philippines, opening our church to people living with addictions and their 

families and loved ones… all of these activities are about being true to our calling as the Body of 

Christ… the arms, legs, eyes, hands and heart of our Lord. 

 

It’s a good metric to measure whether we’re being true to why we’re here:  Is Jesus Christ at the center 

and circumference of everything we do, all that we envision, every ounce of energy that we spend 

here?   Our mission begins there… we are people who love Jesus and want other people to love him 

too.  When someone asks us, “Do we believe that Jesus Christ can change lives in a miraculous, 

mysterious way?”   Our answer is “Yes, yes, yes!!  It has happened to us… we believe it can happen 

for you too.” 

 

Let’s end with the question I started with… think about it, and see how you’d answer it.  Here it is: 

What does Jesus Christ mean to you?   How has Jesus Christ made a difference in your life, your 

world, your outlook and your relationships?   Even if we don’t have to share the answer with another 

person, it’s a good question to think about to get clear in our own heads what it means in your 

experience to be a follower of Jesus Christ.  Amen.  


