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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Lent we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us as we grow 

in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with the Hawai’i 

Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early missionaries. 

First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. 

That’s why the church exists and why you belong.         

                                     April 2019 

                          Return Service Requested 



  

First News – Newsletter of First United Protestant Church, Hilo 

 Sermon Themes for April 

   Sunday, April 7, 10:00 AM – Fifth Sunday of Lent; Scriptures: John 12:1-8.   

In this scripture Mary of Bethany anoints Jesus, which anticipates Jesus’ arrest, crucifixion, and    

burial.  What is interesting to note is that this same story found in Luke 7:36-50 involves a different 

woman, a different place, a different reaction from Jesus, and a different time in Jesus’ ministry.  

Mary is so devoted to Jesus that she anoints Him by pouring costly perfume on Him and wipes His 

feet with her hair.  Mary actions show both a sense of humility and devotion.  Jesus says the   

anointing is to signify His burial.  In this text Judas is seen complaining that this is a wrong use of the 

money because he seeks dishonest personal gain from the common purse.  The tension in the text is 

displayed, while Mary shows her devotion, Judas shows his greed. 

Sunday, April 14, 10:00 AM – Palm Sunday; Scripture: Psalm 31:9-16.   

Psalm 31 is viewed as a lament about seeking God’s help amid persecution.  In this Psalm the  

Psalmist is asking God for deliverance and guidance from the anguish and opposition of their       

enemies.  The wording of the Psalm allows for all kinds of people to identify with it.  Although the 

Psalmist is experiencing anguish in the present they are reflecting on what God has done in the past 

to deliver them, while encouraging others to do the same. 

Thursday, April 18, 6:00 PM - Maundy Thursday; Scripture: John 13:1-17, 31-35. 

This scripture is part of what is know as the Farewell Teaching and comes right before the Passion 

Narrative in the Gospel of John.  Jesus has spoken of the crucifixion before in this gospel, but in this 

scene he enacts what the crucifixion will mean for his disciples through the symbolic act of washing 

their feet.  At this moment in the text, Jesus, the King of kings, the Son of Man, and the Master   

Way-Shower kneels before his disciples to serve them.  It is a counter-cultural act that displays the 

radical nature of Jesus and the radical response it requires of us as we live out our faith. 

Sunday, April 21, 10:00 AM – Easter Sunday; Scripture: Luke 24:1-12.   

This scripture is the resurrection of Jesus, and all four gospels state that the resurrection took place 

on Sunday.  On this day a group of women, including Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother 

of James, find that the stone is rolled away and that the tomb is empty.  Two men, believed to be 

angels, appear in dazzling clothes to tell them that “He is risen!”  These angels remind the women of 

the prophecy that Jesus would rise again on the third day.  The group of women go to tell the other 

disciples what they have witnessed.  Peter, who is present and in disbelief, goes to investigate,    

seeing the grave clothes lying by themselves, and marvels at what has happened.  

Sunday, April 28, 10:00 AM – Second Sunday of Easter; Scripture: Acts 5:27-32.   

In this scripture the apostles are found preaching in the temple.  However, this time they are brought 

quietly to the Council to be questioned by the high priest.  Peter tells the High Priest that they have 

to obey God in preaching the gospel, and that Christ’s death, over which the high priest presided, 

was murder.  The apostles and the Holy Spirit are witnesses to these things and the Holy Spirit is 

given to those who obey God.  Peter’s determination to present Christ does not end because he is  

before the authorities! 



As I prepare to write this article for our 

newsletter I am humbled to look over all 

that has happened in the first month at 

our church since I have arrived.  We had 

an outstanding turnout for our Ash 

Wednesday Service, I have initiated an 

ongoing weekly chapel service for the   

children at Kamehameha Preschool, the 

Youth are taking actions during the     

children’s message that are impacting the 

church, and we are beginning to look 

ahead toward our future as a church that 

will have a vital and sustained affect in 

our community. 

During this last month I have had the   

opportunity to meet other clergy members 

in the community as well.  I had lunch 

with Rev. Eric Anderson at Holy Cross 

UCC, I met Rev. Katlin McCallister from 

the Episcopal Church of the Holy Apos-

tles, Rev. Brian Welsh from Haili        

Congregational Church, and Rev. Henry 

Wilson from the Micronesian Church.  I 

connected with these folks at meetings 

that were held at the prosecuting           

attorney’s office, with the local clergy 

group, and an interfaith gathering. 

Toward the end of February, as I was   

preparing to come to Hilo, I applied to the 

Next Generation Leadership Initiative 

Program, or NGLI for short.  The NGLI 

Program is designed by the United 

Church of Christ to equip, energize, and 

empower new UCC Pastors who have    

accepted there 

first call to parish 

ministry, and are  

interested in 

building  vibrant   

congregations 

that change lives 

and further God’s   

mission in the 

world.   

This is a 6 year 

program that is designed to develop lead-

ership skills and gifts that help churches 

thrive.  The program does requires time 

away twice a year at the United Church of 

Christ headquarters in Cleveland Ohio, 

and participation in two United Church of 

Christ General Synods.  I have received 

both encouragement and a commitment 

from the Church Council to participate, if 

I am accepted.  I would ask that members 

begin to consider how their own gifts 

might help the church during those times 

when I am away.  I hope to hear         

something in early June. 

Speaking of time away, during the month 

of May I will be taking three weeks of    

paternity leave when the baby is born to 

be with...continue onto next page. 

In The Name of Truth, Life, and Love: 

A Monthly Message from the Pastor 



  

Akeera and the new baby.  This is time we 

feel is important and needed to bond with 

the baby.  I am working on getting pulpit 

supply of Sundays that are for May 19th, 

26th, and June 2th. 

This April there will be two opportunities 

to have coffee with me, or as we have      

titled it, “Coffee with Pastor Chris” at the 

Starbucks on 438 Kilauea Ave.  These two 

opportunities be will on Wednesday April 

10th & 24th at 10:00am.  These are         

informal gatherings where you have the 

chance to get to know Pastor Chris better, 

discuss theological issues, talk through 

ideas, or share stories that have been     

important to you in the life of the church.  

I encourage anyone to attend, even if you 

would just like some company for a while.   

On Thursday April 18th at 5:00pm we will 

be holding a Maundy Thursday Worship 

Service.  If you have been reading The 

Last Week by Marcus Borg and John 

Dominic Crossan then you will remember 

that Holy Thursday is the evening that Je-

sus eats a final meal with his followers 

called the “Last Supper”, washes the feet 

of his disciples, prays for deliverance in 

the gardens of Gethsemane, and is         

arrested by religious and imperial powers.  

On this day during our worship together 

there will be a foot washing ritual, where 

those who are willing to come forward will 

have their feet washed in the manner that 

Jesus did with his own disciples.  After 

worship we will share in a fellowship meal 

on the lanai and share in foods that would 

have been eaten during the Passover 

meal.  Those attending are encouraged to 

bring a dish to share with all.   

As Easter approaches us, it’s an important 

time to reflect on the significance of       

Jesus’s resurrection, and the meaning it 

has for our lives.  Jesus’s resurrection is 

one of the ways we are able to express our 

faith, and the continuing power and    

presence of Jesus in the world.  This is 

why people of faith seek to imitate Jesus 

in their daily lives or strive to embody the 

living Jesus as they interact with the 

world around them.  Christian faith has a 

strong history of experiencing the         

continuation of God’s divine empowerment 

through the life of Jesus, and the meaning 

of his resurrection is indicative to how we 

live out our faith.   

Jesus’s resurrection tells us that God has 

vindicated him from the powers and forces 

that took his life.  It tells us that God has 

said “yes” to Jesus and “no” to the powers 

who executed him.  Or as John Dominic 

Crossan says, “Easter is God’s “yes” to   

Jesus against the powers who killed him.”  

Easter and Jesus’s resurrection affirm for 

us that the domination systems of this 

world are not of God, and that they do not 

have the final word in the lives of God’s 

people.  Jesus’s resurrection allows us to 

know that we can confidently embody him 

using characteristics that he                 

demonstrated, such as love, peace,       

compassion, and justice, to overcome the 

struggles of the world.  This Easter      

season, let us reflect on the meaning of 

this in our own walks of faith.  Peace and 

blessings, 

-Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 

 



 

                              

First Church Happenings… 

 

On Ash Wednesday March 6th First United Protestant 

Church had a total of 28 people come throughout the 

day to receive ashes, use the sanctuary for spiritual    

reflection, and join us for fellowship on the lanai.  On 

that day both traditional ashes and glitter ashes were  

offered to those who attended.  There were several 

meaningful moments shared throughout the day.  One of 

the most incredible moments was when one of our 

Youth, Cori Dela Cruz, was empowered to share the    

experience she had on Ash Wednesday with her father  

Darren who could not be present due to work! 

 

Harmony on Tap held a concert on 

March 8th & 9th at First United        

Protestant Church to benefit  “Self-

Discovery Thru Art”.  The  concert was 

well attended on both days by people 

throughout the  community.  The   

benefit concert raised well over $2000 

dollars which went on to support people 

using art as  therapeutic medicine that 

enhances their lives. 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday March 10th the Youth were invited during 

the children’s message to imagine what a community that 

was diverse and inclusive of all people looked like.  Then 

during Sunday School the Youth were asked to draw it on 

paper or express what that inclusivity might look like in 

their own way.  The pictures were then placed on the     

Pastor’s office door for all to see! 



First Church Happenings…continued 

 

Beginning in March on Wednesdays, each 

week Pastor Chris will be holding chapel in 

the sanctuary for both classes at Kamehameha 

Preschool.  Nurturing the spirituality                                        

of the children is  important to Pastor Chris, and 

First United Protestant Church looks forward to 

continuing our relationship with the Preschool.   

On March 16th Pastor Chris and  Pastor 

Nixon attended the Ho’ike at Haili Congrega-

tional Church.  This was Pastor’s Chris’s first 

Ho’ike experience!  That day special delegates 

from the Micronesian United Church of Christ 

were present.  Pictured next to Pastor Christ is 

a church bell from the historic Kapiolani Church 

Chapel that was revived and consecrated that 

day.  The church bell is being sent to a church 

in Pohnpei Micronesia that was in need of a 

church bell to complete the dedication of their new building. 

 

If you have not noticed yet there is a new 

sign on the front of the church building that 

was completed and hung by Kele and Kula 

Oda, who do amazing work!  The lights above 

the sign were also replaced Marlo Fontanilla.  

It was an all around team effort!  Pictured is 

Pastor Chris’s daughter, Shanel, who is proud 

of her Dad when she saw the completed sign 

for the first time! 



First Church Happenings...continued 

 

 

On Sunday March 17th the gift of  

special music was given in honor of 

Mama Emma   Solmerin.  The special 

music was offered by Karena Solmerin 

and the  great-grandchildren of Mama 

Emma Solmerin.  There were applauses 

given for both of these sacred pieces of 

music that were offered in her memory 

that Sunday.  A candle was also lit in her 

memory at the beginning of the worship 

by the entire family. 

 

 

 

That same Sunday the children and youth 

were given prosperity banks during the        

children’s message to decorate.  The prosperity 

banks teach children the ongoing practice of  

prayerfully setting aside a tithe or offering for 

their church community.  The children will be 

able to share their offering on the last Sunday 

of each month during the offering time of    

worship.  If your child did has not received a 

prosperity bank please contact the church      

office. 

 



                                                        Youth Happenings 

 

 

Youth Happenings 
Mahalo to everyone who brought in donations for the Youth Musubi Madness March food 

drive. The box was overflowing! We have collected bags of rice, spam cans, packets of 

nori, and lot of other non-perishable items. We will be bringing the food to the food   

basket to be weighed. 

The youth would like to welcome Daveyion and Shanel to our church ohana. We are so  

excited to get to know them!  

On March 10th, Pastor Chris talked about inclusiveness during the children’s message. 

Sunday school was then held in the Narthex where we created drawings of what         

inclusivness means to us. Head over to Pastor Chris’s office door to check out the     

results.              Phoebe Wyattt 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appreciation is a wonderful thing. We must never forget that the highest appreciation is 

not to utter words, but to live by them and knowing that nothing is more honorable than 

a grateful heart. 

NRlynda Nena will be the Acolyte for Sunday, April 28, 2019. Thank you. 

 

Mahalo nui loa First United Protestant of Hilo for showing me I have the strongest   

support system underneath me. Allowing me to attend the Clergy Retreat at St.        

Anthony’s Retreat Center was like a Believe or Not! It was not until I arrived at the        

location of the retreat and I was a couple hours into the week, did I realize that I was 

about to have the experience of a lifetime. The energy held for 3 days straight was   

immense. The passion and heart that the adult leaders projected throughout the entire 

week was truly inspiring. Every activity, every prayer, song, hour, minute, and even 

second was better than the last. I walked expecting a week described above, people 

sitting in a circle praying with absolutely no fun. Little did I know that in just 3 days, I 

would be leaving with a giant new family, a new found love for myself and those in my 

life, and most importantly, a stronger and healthier relationship with God. 

I was able to open my eyes to a world I did not see before. I appreciate those in my life 

more than I previously had and even made me appreciate myself more than I did. I  

experienced being filled with gratitude, love, friendship, and most importantly, faith.  

Mahalo Pastor Danny Dizon for carrying out the duties for the Kosrae Hilo              

Congregational Church during my absence 

With forever love and appreciation, 

Pastu Nixon Jack 

 

Kosraean News           

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pastu Nixon with 

friends at the 

Clergy retreat. 

 



  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Sheldon Asejo                       Mike Gardner                       
Maria Valido & the Queja Family     Michael Russell 
Doris Toma                      Lei Semana & Family                                                 
Rev. Nixon & Fay Jack                         Marlo & Ella Fontanilla  
Aulani Humphers        Royal Solmerin 
Janet Lang                                             Rev. Richard Alger  
Cori Dela Cruz         Desiree Family  
Eilen Gertz  Family 
     
              
 

       Happy April Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

 

 Nena Mackwelung (3rd)   Frank Alokoa (3rd) 

 Shandelere Queja– Bidad(3rd)  Pastor Ron (4th)  

 Kathleen Kim ( 9th)    Royalyn Solmerin ( 14th) 

 Mildred Queja (16th)    Kayson  Slomerin-Asejo (16th) 

 Gail Kagawa (18th)    Joab Welly (21st) 

 PerSteve Esau (22nd) 



   RECIPIES AND NEWS FROM THE PEWS……. 

 For Your Calendar… 

    April dates.. 

  April 10  10:00am   Coffee with Pastor Chris at Starbucks in Hilo 

 April 12,  12:00 to 4pm  Cheiko Garrett will have a Piano Master Class in the Sanctuary  

 April 15    Easter Lilies to be delivered to the church 

 April 18    Maundy Thursday service 5:00pm. 

 April 20     Volunteer Appreciation Day. 

   April 21    10:00am   Easter Sunday Service 

   April 22    Earth Day  

  April 24   10:00am   Coffee with Pastor Chris at Starbucks in Hilo 

 April 27     Kosraean Work Day 

 Apirl 28    11:30   Council Meeting 

 
                  South Pacific Muffins 
       From the Kitchen of Lorraine Davis 
 
1 (20oz.) can crushed pineapple  1/2 C.  sliced almonds 
2 C. flour    1t. baking soda 
1t.  salt     1 (3oz,0 pkg. cream cheese 
1 C. sugar    2t.  Vanilla 
1 egg, beaten    1/4 C. sour cream 
1/4 C. coconut 
  
Glaze; 
1T. Butter    1 C. powdered sugar 
1T. Reserved pineapple juice 
 
Drain pineapple.  Reserve juice.  Heavily grease muffin pans and line with almonds.  Mix flour with soda and salt. 
Blend cream cheese, sugar and vanilla until smooth. Stir in egg.  Add flour mixture alternately with sour cream.   
               Fold  in drained pineapple and coconut. Spoon into lined muffin tins. Bake at 350 degrees for 35 minutes.   
                 When cooled, frost with glaze.  
                All recipies from Heirlooms from our Church Family, 1998. 
 
 
 



                                                                                         
                         “OPEN YOUR EYES TO THE BEAUTY AROUND YOU 

OPEN YOUR MIND TO THE WONDERS OF LIFE 

OPEN YOUR HEART TO THOSE WHO LOVE YOU 

AND ALWAYS BE TRUE TO YOURSELF”                          

  MAYA ANGELOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FUPC Council meets every third Sunday of the month.  We will share with everyone current 

events that are happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on 

the Narthex bulletin board. 

 

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 

Welcome Reverend Christopher Czarnecki, wife Akeera, children Daveyon and Shanell to First 

United Protestant Church. We are very blessed to have you as our settled Pastor and we look 

forward to an exciting journey in the life of the church. 

 

                                                                                    Continued on next page…………... 

  

 

 

 

COUNCIL KORNER 



Thank you to everyone who generously gave of their time to move some bigger items to 

the Manse and to prepare a meal for our Pastor and his family’s arrival. The everyday 

household items that all of you donated allowed Pastor Chris and his family to have 

the necessities they needed upon their arrival to Hilo. 
 

March 6, 2019 – Ash Wednesday at First United Protestant Church. 

Congregation Appreciation day will be on Saturday, April 13, 2019, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

Bring the family, a friend and if possible a refreshment to share. 

Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your Council members suggestions, questions or concerns 

that you would like to address in your church life.  You can also contact me at: debbiefupc@gmail.com 

God Bless You, 

Debbie Sasan - Moderator 



   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 

 

He Walks with me and he Talks with me………... 

           SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION               

          April 2019 

 

 USHERS/GREETERS                       COMMUNION PREP 

Betty Nekoba & Bobby Dale Skilling         Debbie Sasan 

         

 

 

                     

  LITURGISTS LAY READERS                          COMMUNION SERVERS 

 April  7     Fay Jack    Kristel Tumaneng             

 April 14        Krizsha Tumaneng  Krizsha Tumaneng                             

 April 21        McCharles Tumaneng  Shannylen Dayoan 

 April  28       Danny Dizon           Drenzen Queddeng 

     

 

  

COFFEE HOUR                                          

April 7       Jeremy Agag 

April 14          Gail Kagawa 

April 21          Royalyn Solmerin (in honor of Kathleen Kim  and                                                  

       Kayson Solmerin Asejo’s birthdays)   

 April 28         Kosraean Fellowship 

  

  

  

                    

    ACOLYTE 

  Aiden  Benjamin 

 April 24   NRlyn Nena                        


