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Welcome to First United Protestant Church 

Hilo, Hawaii 
As we continue in this season between Easter and Pentecost, we welcome you and your loved ones (including 

children) to join us as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and 

affiliated with the Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the 

early missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society in 

1868. 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                               10:00 am 

 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 

 Kosraean Language Bible Study                                                    7:30 pm Wednesdays 

 Kosraean Language Service                                                          1:30 pm Sundays 

             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

 

Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 

Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history, circumstances, or goals, 
we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the church exists—and why you belong. 
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THEMES FOR UPCOMING SUNDAYS 
 
 

May 4     Hope on the Journey   Luke 24.13-35 
Have you ever walked the road to Emmaus?  It’s the road where Jesus met two men who were devastated by 
the loss of their spiritual leader.  Deep in grief and hopelessness, these men recognized Jesus as their risen 
Lord in the breaking of the bread.  For anyone walking through a passage of personal loss, failure, despair, 
discouragement and lost hope, this story reminds us that Jesus walks with us on that road.  And because of 
the resurrection, despite our losses and despair, God promises us abundant life and ever new hope no matter 
how dark the future may appear.   
 
 
 

May 11     Hannah – A Mother’s Legacy  I Samuel 1.1-11 
Mothers Day leads us to the women in the Bible who gave us wise and unforgettable lessons about being a 
mother.  Hannah was the mother of Samuel and is a case study in courage, faith, vision and the deepest kind 
of love that is willing to sacrifice personal happiness for the sake of the child.  
 
 
 

May 18     Seasons of the Soul   Matthew 13.1-9 
In this familiar parable of the sower and the soil, one of the bottom line lessons is “don’t give up”.  God 
doesn’t give up on us!  Even when the soil conditions of our lives are imperfect, hard soil, shallow soil, thorny 
ground… God still plants seeds, giving us the opportunity to grow.   Don’t give up on anybody else and 
especially, don’t give up on yourself.   
 
 
  

May 25     Seven Ducks in a Dirty River  2 Kings 5.1-14 
The story of Namaan and Elisha is about pride, hopelessness, faith, humility and new birth.  Namaan had 
leprosy, incurable and fatal.  He sought healing from the prophet Elisha who told him to go immerse himself in 
the river seven times.  Namaan had to swallow his pride and change his expectations for he was a great man in 
his culture.  But out of humility came healing and rebirth.  With God all things are possible – never give up 
hope that out of apparent defeat, God can bring a new beginning. 
 
 
 

June 1     An Amazing Love Story   Hosea 5.15, 6.1-11 
Hosea was a Hebrew prophet who was directed by God to marry a woman who would prove to be unfaithful 
to him over and over again.  Each time, Hosea would forgive her and take her back into his heart and home.  In 
this marriage, God is showing Hosea and Israel his own pain at being rejected and betrayed by his own people, 
despite his faithful love and care for them.  It’s a story full of drama, tears, heartache, and sacrifice… and it 
leads us to the communion table as we celebrate God’s love in Christ. 
 
 



THINKING OUT LOUD… 
 
I’m privileged to be on the teaching staff of United Hawaii College on Kapiolani St. where I get to hang out 
with Japanese high school students who come to Hilo for practice in English conversation.  They are great kids.  
Fun.  Respectful.  Kind and thoughtful.  Industrious.  Funny.  Each group comes for two weeks and spends 
mornings in their classrooms with the faculty.  In the afternoon, they explore the Big Island with student 
helpers who accompany them on field trips to the famous “places to see” on the island.     
 
During my time with them, I always try to explore their DREAMS for their lives… what do they hope for in the 
future?  As we think about the future, we talk about how to be successful, how to accomplish our goals.  This 
last session, I had a sharp student ask me three important questions that came out of our discussion of 
DREAMS.   1)  Have you ever given up on a DREAM that you once had?  2)  Is there something you CAN’T do 
that you wish you COULD do?  3.  What do you tell someone who is at the point of giving up on their DREAM? 
 
Usually the questions are easier to answer, like “what’s your favorite Japanese food?” or “what do you do in 
your free time?”  So these questions made me stop and dig a little deeper for answers.    It made me think 
about our church and its DREAMS.  Those original founders back in the 1850s surely had a dream for a place 
where sailors on whaling ships could find a friendly welcome, good food and hospitality.   
 
Their dream became the church we are a part of today.   Others dreams followed and over the years. First 
United Protestant Church has been privileged to be a centrally important church in the lives of thousands of 
people.  All because of the DREAMS of members in touch with God.   There have been births and baptisms, 
courtships and marriages,  illnesses and deaths.  There have been countless hours of raising funds, donating 
time and energy, worshipping and praying, being involved in our community and its needs.   Never doubt that 
we have made a difference.  We have!  God has touched uncounted numbers of people through this church in 
miraculous and amazing ways.   
 
What is our DREAM today?   Without a DREAM, we won’t know where we are in relation to where we want to 
be.  Without a DREAM, we have nothing to hope for.  Without a DREAM, we just repeat the past and take few 
risks.  DREAMS are important to keep us alive and healthy.  Soon our church profile will be circulating.  It 
contains not only the demographic data for our church and community, but our DREAMS for our church.  It 
portrays the vision of what we want to accomplish and who we want to be.   DREAMS are bounded only by the 
size of our faith in a God of unlimited resources and love.  As I tell my Japanese students:  Dream Big!  Work 
Hard!  Believe in yourself (and in God’s unlimited resources), Never Give Up.   
 
What is YOUR dream for our church?  Go ahead.  DREAM a little!!     
 
Daring to DREAM… 
Pastor Ron 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



MOTHER’S DAY 

 
We celebrated the Mothers in our lives on Sunday, May 11.   With beautiful and moving music from New Song 
and from Michael & Michael, and with a gift of dance from Kepola Ishikawa, we focused our attention on the 
women who brought us into the world, who nurtured us through childhood into adulthood, and who continue 
to pray for us, love us and hold us close in their hearts.  For some, of course, mother has passed from this life 
already.  But there are always those women who “adopt” us and give us the special love, encouragement and 
acceptance that makes us feel worthy and unique.  We thanked God  for all mothers, whether they are 
biological or spiritual, who continue to nurture life in us day by day.    
 
Roses from Priscilla & Ron, great music, delicious food and sweet fellowship… what a lovely day it turned out 
to be as we celebrated the Mothers in our midst.   We celebrated all those who are mothers, mothers no 
longer with us, expectant mothers, aging mothers and young mothers, those who act as mothers to us and 
mothers around the world working and loving their children through difficult times.   Thank you to all who 
made the day such a great success!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



KOSRAEAN FELLOWSHIP 

 
“Throughout the Bible, we can cite instances where God commanded His people to 

teach others about Him.  In obedience to our calling, we follow that mandate and 

teach our children about God’s love and provision. 

 

May God give you many days of sunshine, joy and love in your heart and an easy 

path as you walk with Jesus, Our Savior. 

 

Julie Kun Sigrah and Sepe Anrube Asher – Thank you for your tireless effort and 

dedication as you share God’s Word to OUR children.”   

 

Kulo, 

Pastuh Nixon

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



MEMORIAL DAY, 2014 
To those who died securing peace and freedom, 

To those who served in conflict to protect our 

land,  

and sacrificed their dreams of the day to preserve 

the hope of our nation –  

keeping America the land of the free for over two 

centuries,  

we owe our thanks and our honor.   

It is important to not only recognize their service  

but to respect their devotion to duty  

and to ensure that the  purpose for which they 

fought  

will never be forgotten. 
 

New Administrative Assistant 
We are happy to announce the selection of our new 
Administrative Assistant, Chris Oda.  She began her 
work with us on Monday, May 12.   Chris is highly 
skilled in many areas of management and office 
administration.   In addition to her work with several 
organizations and businesses in Hawaii in which her 
accounting and management skills are put to good 
use, she has been involved with the 7500 member  
U.S. Tennis Association – Hawaii-Pacific Section as 
President for many years.  Chris is looking forward to 
working with our congregation and looks forward to 
meeting everyone.  Why not stop in to say hello or 
call with a word of welcome?  It would be a great way 
for her to start her time with us! 
 

 
 
We give a big MAHALO to Fay Jack for filling the 
position during the interim.   Fay has been a rock of 
steady clarity and skill fulfilling the demands of the 
position with grace and patience.  We are fortunate 
to have her as part of our church family through the 
Kosraean Fellowship.  We pray for her health and 
strength and for Pastor Nixon as well as they 

continue to fulfill their calling among our Kosraean 
brethren. 

CONGRATS TO GRADS 
Congratulations to all those in our congregation who are 
moving from one level of education to another. There are 
Elementary students who are entering Junior High,  Junior 
High students entering High School, High School students 
entering college or getting a job… and there are  other 
milestones of graduation.  We offer our heartfelt 
congratulations and prayers for much success in this next 
part of your life.     
 
Congratulations to Dartanian Dayoan, son of Manuel & 
Magdalena Dayoan upon his graduation from Hilo High 
School.  He plans to attend HCC in the Fall.      
 
Congratulations also to Kepola Ishikawa who is 
transitioning to high school from 8th grade!   She will miss 
her graduation because she is traveling to Omaha, 
Nebraska with her pentathlon team for the national 
competition!  Go Kepola!!! 
 

THIS N THAT 
 

Flowers & Children 
There is a new sign up sheet for the Children’s 
Ministry on Sunday mornings that takes us through 
the summer months.  Please consider signing up for 
at least one Sunday in June, July and August.  Thanks 
so much for your participation. 
 

Pig Mess 
Maybe you’ve noticed our makai yard next to Kaiser 
and how it has been discovered by a family of wild 
pigs.  They apparently found something really yummy 
and have dug deep to eat as much as they can, 
tearing up the grass and making quite a mess.  We’re 
working on a solution.  Thanks to all the men who 
regularly come and care for our church grounds – 
Marlo Fontanilla, Froilan Queja, Nixon Jack and Bob 
Ahia.  You’re a great crew!! 
 

Maybe You’ve Noticed… 
We have a new amplifier for the sound system and 
two new microphones on the pulpit and lectern.  This 
has eliminated  much of the cracking and popping 
that had been making Sunday services a rather nerve-
racking event sound-wise.  It’s the first stage of an 
upgrade that will eventually include microphones for 



the singers and portable speakers for outdoor use on the lanai when required.   

Happy May Birthday to the Following Friends and Members 
Michael Russell (1), Joanne Pocsidio (4), Geronima Solmerin (5) 1920, Ruth Shank (6) 1920, Shelcey 
Asejo (13), Faymae Queja (14), Geraldine Damasco (19), Isabel Taylor (27), Cori Dela Cruz(30). 

 

 

SERVANT LEADERSHIP IN MAY 
 

Ushers & Greeters  John & Carlene Wolf 
  
Acolyte   Shelcey & Cheycie Asejo 
 
Communion Prep  Margo Aguiar 
     
Communion Servers Jeremy, Karisa, Royalyn & Sali 

 
 
       May 4  11   18   25   
Lay Readers      Alissa           Margo              Fay-Mae                    Danny 

Coffee Hour       Bob         Jeremy          Kathleen        Kosraean Fellowship 

Flowers           Tumaneng Family    Shelcey Asejo           Open         Sali Queja 
   & Nana Emma  

Children’s SS      Open  Open           Joanne   Open   

 



 

 
 


