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Did You Read the Fine Print?        FUPC 

Luke 14.25-35          Oct. 30, 2016 

 

Have you ever noticed that when you buy something, there might be a tag attached with a warning 

attached in fine print?   Here’s some actual fine print warnings from products you might have bought.  

For an iPod shuffle:  “Do not eat iPod shuffle.”  For a Vidal Sassoon hair dryer:  Do not use this 

hairdryer while sleeping”  This from a child’s superman costume:  “The wearing of this costume does 

not enable you to fly.”  On a windshield Visor that covers the front window of a car:  “Do not drive 

with sunshade in place.”   

 

But sometimes, its pays to take the time to scan the fine print – if you’re applying for a loan from the 

company that promises to make your $5000. available the same day… but the fine print says the 

interest rate is 99.5%.   Recently, our church was checking out a line of credit that would allow us to 

do some major repairs without touching our portfolio.  We were approved.  But there was some fine 

print… having to do with the collateral required and expectations with regard to our church’s 

participation in the OCWM offering.  Its usually is worth taking the time to read the fine print when 

money’s involved.    

 

In today’s reading, Jesus offers us a look at the fine print for following him.  When Jesus called his 

disciples, he didn’t hand out job descriptions.  Most of the time he just said, “Follow me.”   Once he 

said, “Follow me and I’ll make you to be fishers of men.”   But today’s encounter gets pretty specific 

about what Jesus expects and what a follower can expect if they choose to become a follower of Christ.   

He’s at the home of a Pharisee and dinner is just finished.  At this point in his life, Jesus is a celebrity 

and attracts big crowds.  Everyone wants to get a glimpse of him, get his autograph, hear him speak, be 

blessed, find healing.   In today’s terms, Jesus has gone viral.   

 

These are the final days before he goes to Jerusalem.  He knows what’s ahead of him.  He’s aware of 

the resolute commitment it will take to go through with it.  No one sees what’s going to happen but 

him.  He understands the long term consequences for anyone who wants to join him as a follower.  

Everyone else is focused on the here and now, the immediate benefits of being connected to a rock-star 

miracle worker.  But Jesus sees something different.  In this talk, Jesus is giving everyone the fine 

print. 

 

“You folks think you want to be my followers?  You want to be identified with me?  Let me tell you 

what’s going to happen and what I expect of you.  Here’s what it will take.” 

Then Jesus makes three statements that all end with the words, “cannot be my disciple”.   

1. Whoever does not put me above every other relationship in life cannot be my disciple. 

2. Whoever does not bear his cross cannot be my disciple. 

3. Whoever cannot give up all his possessions cannot be my disciple. 

OK, how about it?  Would you be willing to become a follower of Jesus if those were the conditions?   

Between the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 requirements Jesus tells two parables.  The first is about a contractor who 

won’t even begin a building project unless he knows he can finish it.  The second story is about a 

soldier who won’t attempt to engage the enemy unless he’s sure that his army is capable of defeating 

them.  Let’s take a closer look at those three fine print requirements that Jesus talked about.   

 

First, he talks about hating our family.  That doesn’t sound so good does it?  If that’s what it takes 

Jesus, then count me out.   A common linguistic device used in Semitic languages is hyperbole – 

extreme exaggeration to make a point.  What Jesus could see that no one else could see was this:  

Eventually, being a follower of Christ would divide families.   The persecutions to come would test 
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relationships.   Husbands would turn against wives.  Parents would try to protect their children and 

often disown them if they became a follower of Jesus.   Brothers and sisters would end up taking 

opposite sides about Jesus.  Aunts and Uncles, cousins and grandparents would all get involved… and 

family relationships would be tested to the breaking point.   

 

Jesus gives people a heads up about what will happen in their most intimate and familiar relationships 

and says, be sure you count the cost before signing up.  That’s what the two parables are about… 

counting the cost.    

 

Second, he talks about “carrying our cross”.   This is more than simply the hard circumstances we may 

have in life or that we’re born with like a disease or disability.  We sometimes talk about those things a 

the “cross we bear.”   No, in this setting, Jesus is talking about something deeper… a choice we make 

to purposely expose ourselves to misunderstanding, danger, ridicule, others’ negative opinions, and in 

Jesus’ day, even the danger of death.  The cross was a choice Jesus made.  He could have easily 

avoided it, or gone around it, or chosen not to carry it.  Knowing full well what it would mean for him 

to go to Jerusalem, to engage the religious authorities, to heal on the Sabbath and to call out the 

Pharisees for their hypocrisy… knowing all this… he chose to go anyway.   

 

That’s what he’s talking about.    Knowing the consequences of a stand we need to make, realizing the 

results of a choice we feel compelled to embrace, we make it anyway with a willingness to live with 

whatever happens.  The cross is more than a fashion statement around our necks.  Its a symbol of the 

ultimate sacrifice, freely chosen and the willingness to suffer and put ourselves out on behalf of 

another person.   Its radical love rooted in Christ’s example.  Jesus gives us the fine print and asks, 

“Are you up for that?” 

 

Third, Jesus talks about giving up everything we have.   That became the reality for most of those early 

followers of Jesus.  At the beginning it was good.  Exciting, Inspiring.  Joyful.  Lots of people.  3000 

people in one day.  5000 in another day.  But when the religious authorities began to feel threatened, 

when Rome saw the early Christians as a threat to their power and rule… life became insecure and 

uncertain.  Some had to leave in the middle of the night taking only the clothes on their backs.  Unsure 

of where they would live, they escaped into the wilderness, they scattered to Asia Minor and 

eventually to Italy and Spain, then east to India.  They lost homes, businesses, livelihoods, possessions, 

their peaceful, predictable lives.   Jesus said, “You’re interested to be my disciple?  Here’s the fine 

print.  Think about it.” 

 

Is being a Christian like belonging to the AARP or AAA?  You pay your dues and expect some 

benefits but think, “don’t expect me to change or alter my lifestyle, my priorities or my values.”    

What does it take to be a follower of Christ?  Everything you have, everything you are and everything 

you hope to be… that’s the fine print.   

 

The grace of God is free… but its not cheap.  If being a follower of Jesus doesn’t affect our priorities, 

our lifestyle and our values and how we care for others, and treat those on the margins of our 

community, and stand for justice and fairness when people are being bullied, used and abused… then it 

doesn’t really mean very much.  Kind of a harmless habit that makes us feel good, but doesn’t make 

any real difference in our world, our family, our place of work, our community and our personal 

integrity.  That’s not what being a Christ-follower is all about.   

 

The fine print was a deal-breaker for some people.   A rich man went away feeling great sorrow 

because Jesus was asking too much.  Some who just wanted the miracles and the magic of Jesus’ 
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radical sermons couldn’t risk being identified with him when the Romans started killing the Christians.  

Do you know that it has always been that way?  Even to our present day,  there are those who have had 

to choose between life and death, loyalty to family and loyalty to their faith, releasing all they have, all 

their security and settled predictable lives in order to be followers of Christ?    We have a hard time 

appreciating this because of the religious freedom we enjoy in our country.  And yet, sometimes, we 

are still called upon to declare our faith and live our faith in a way that exposes us to the judgment and 

opposition of the dominant culture.   

 

May God give us courage to say “Yes” to God’s claim upon our lives.  What it will mean is different 

for each of us.  I can’t tell you what to do, how to change, what choices to make.  But I believe that 

when we lose sight of the fine print Jesus puts before us, we find ourselves settling for a safe and 

respectable religious experience that makes us feel good but makes little or no difference in our 

community and world.   

 

What is God calling you to do, to be, to say, to take a stand for… that might get you in hot water?  

Think about it.  Its in the fine print.  Amen. 

 

 

  


