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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Advent we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us as we 

grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with the     

Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early    

missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society 

in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. 

That’s why the church exists and why you belong.         

                                     December  2018 

                          Return Service Requested 



  

First News – Newsletter of First United Protestant Church, Hilo 

December  2018 

Sermon Themes for December 

 Dec. 2                       Thine is the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory           Matthew 6 

This is the final meditation on The Lord’s Prayer.  It builds to a crescendo of praise and honor,  just as it 
began… by calling for God to establish his Kingdom.   

In these final weeks before the end of December, we’ll be living with the Israelites as they receive the prom-
ise of a Messiah, the One who will be their Deliverer and King.  They lived in a desert place frequently… in 
between the rich past and the unknown future.    God led them day and night, through dangerous places 
and through fertile times.  Without knowing all that the future would hold, they trusted their lives to the 
One who Promised to bring forth from the earth a “shoot”… just the slightest glimmer of hope that their 
God would be with them and would not abandon them.  There are lessons in their journey for our church as 
we anticipate finding a new pastor..   

Dec. 9                                                Life In-between              Exodus
 Most of our life is lived in the “in between”  places… waiting for something that will make us 
happy, or add meaning to our lives.  Waiting for Christmas, waiting for our birthday, waiting for school to 
begin, or end; waiting for the right person to marry, waiting for children to be born, and then to grow 
up, and then to leave the house for college; waiting for a promotion, waiting for our next trip, waiting 
for retirement, waiting for… you fill in the blank.   The secret of happiness is in making the most of those 
in-between moments.  That’s where the Hebrews lived, between the prophecy and the fulfillment of 
God’s promises to them.        

Dec. 16                                       Finding Beauty in the Desert     Isaiah 11.1-2 

 Learning to live in desert places where we struggle to find meaning, where we wonder if God 
hears our prayers, where life seems difficult and people we love disappoint us and desert us… these de-
sert places seem to wear us down and rob us of hope and joy.  In the midst of the desert, God promises 
new life, a new beginning, a “shoot” that will blossom into beauty that takes our breath away.   If you’re 
living in a desert place, God’s Spirit is offering you a promise this Christmas. 

Dec. 23                                       The Birth of Hope      Isaiah 7.2, 6-7 

 To a people who were captive, who had lost homes and land, whose future looked bleak and 
hopeless, a WORD came from God through the prophet Isaiah.  The WORD was a promise that there 
would be a deliverer, a Savior, a Prince of Peace, mighty and powerful.  It was that promise that kept 
them going and carried them through the darkest nights and the deepest places of danger.  The promise 
is for us too.    When all seems lost, when the future is unknown, when the ground is shaking and the 
night seems long… look for that glimmer of hope God is shining into your heart.   

Dec. 30                                      What Have We Learned?         I Thessalonians 1-2 

We have journeyed through this past year together, our 150th as a church family.  We’ve celebrated  
beginnings in a grass roofed structure called “The Bethel” and continuing on through three additional 
buildings.  We’ve become more familiar with the names of our founders, who they were and why they 
felt compelled to start this church.   We’ve seen God’s faithful presence carry the church through times 
of abundance and scarcity.  We’ve celebrated the ways in which our church has touched thousands of 
people and made a difference in this community.  At the end of a year, its always good to ask, “What 
have we learned…. that will help us better fulfill our mission in the year to come?” 

 

  



Thinking Out Loud…  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  The number 40 is an auspicious number in the Bible.  It occurs 146 times and usually has to do with a "long period of 
time".    The first three kings of Israel, Saul, David and Solomon each reigned for 40 years.   40 is a sacred number. 

 

Within our church’s 150th anniversary year, there is another 40 year                         
milestone--Michael Springer's 40 years with us as an organist.  He was 22 years old 
back in 1978.  We combined celebrating Michael November 17th birthday with his 40 
years as our organist.   40 years plus Michael's age results in 102.  He skillfully blew 
out his sushi birthday "cake".  There were more than 2000 Sundays and other events 
where he played faithfully through the years.  He and Kim began their ministry at the 
church as members of the choir while both still in college.  After two years of singing 
bass in the choir and Kim singing alto, he was asked to become our organist.   

 

Michael volunteered to design the 150th Anniversary Celebrations this year.  He has 
blessed us with 3 musical events. How do we recognize and celebrate his amazing 
professionalism and charisma?  How do we say thank you for all his musical gifts?    

 

We began on Sunday, November 11 with an interview with Michael during the worship 
service and a reception following worship.  He shared thoughts, memories and dreams 
from his 40 years with us.   At the top of his wish list is a vision to re-start our own choir.   
(Read elsewhere for "Initiatives" proposed by the 150th anniversary committee under 
Michael’s leadership.) 

 

 

We’ll continue to celebrate our 150th Anniversary year and Michael’s 40 years in          
December.   A love gift for Michael from the church will be presented on Sunday,        
December 16.  Please plan to be present as we continue to honor this very special 
brother who we all love.   

 

Happy Holidays to All,                              

      
    

 

 

                                T-Rex (Jeri  Gertz) shows up so  
                          Michael isn't the oldest in the room. 

 



          

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

Kosraean News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

We are all here to enjoy the serenity of our surroundings embracing in harmony as our    

Kosrae Hilo Community mourns the sudden death of the late, Keslyn Espil Tulensru. She 

was truly a genuine young woman with compassion, respect, and kindness to benefit all the    

people she met during her temporary life here on earth. She was a student at UH Hilo and 

worked for American Guard Sevices.  The testimonies shared as the Kosrae Hilo           

Community continue to carry out their cultural act of kindness after someone dies, are    

phenomenal.  

To the family of Keslyn, we pray that the love and support from her friends, co workers and 

the lives of the many people she touched, gets you through this time.  

Keslyn E. Tulensru, a loving Daughter, Sister, Aunty, Niece and Cousin,, Until we meet 

again. 

 

May you rest in L~O~V~E❤ 

Pastu Nixon Jack, Pastu Danny Dizon, Nipastu Fay Jack and Nipastu Tulpe Dizon 

Kosrae Hilo to Kosrae Kona 
 

Kosrae Hilo Congregational Church, Christian Endeavor, Woman Christian Association and    

Community will join Kosrae Kona Congregational Church and Christian Endeavor will do God's 

given mission together on Sunday December 16, 2018. 

 

 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MARCH 

Kosrae Hilo Congregation will do their annual festive Christmas March at FUPC on Sunday,      
December 30, 2018 following worship service. Mark your calendar for this once in a year special 

event filled with gifts of music, candy Blessings and Fun  

 
 



  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Sheldon Asejo                      Family of Agnes Perreira        
Mike Gardner                     Margo Aguiar & Famiy      
Maria Valido & the Queja Family     Michael Russell 
Doris Toma                      Lei Semana & Family                                                
Sylvia Hammer                                     David Lee 
Rev. Nixon & Fay Jack                         Marlo & Ella Fontanilla  
Aulani Humphers        Royal Solmerin 
Janet Lang                                             Esperanza Tolentino 
Cori Dela Cruz         Family of Keslyn Tulensru 
Kalei Arnold 

       Happy December  Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

 

 

 

   Tyler Dela Cruz (2nd)  Inez Bidad (4th)     

   Froilan Queja (5th)  Josiah Hopfe (7th)                                                                  

          Lehua Hopfe (7th)  Matilda Skilling (11th)                   

          Joanah Kaupu (11th)  Mariella Wasserman (13th)          

          Zandrix Queja ( 21at)  Ryan Castro ( 22nd)   

   Katrina Lorenzo ( 26th)  Debbie Sasan ( 26th)                                                    

   Raella Castro (27th)                

             

 



 

  THANKSGIVING BOX;  Special thanks to everyone for your generous donations which    
enabled us to donate three huge boxes of goods to families in our community.  A special 
thanks to the Solmerin Family( Royal, Kim, Kathleen, Royalyn, & Karisa), to the Queja 
Family (Froilan & Sali), and the Jack Family( Nixon & Fay) for delivering the boxes to     
deserving families.    

 STAMP PROJECT;  Chris reported an overwhelming response to the Stamp Project.  She 
was able to send an over stuffed 11x14" mailing envelop off to challenged individuals who 
turn these stamps into art and a variety of projects.   

 SHOEBOX MINISTRY; Proud to report that FUPC was able to donate twenty three        
shoeboxes nearly doubling last years drive.  We also provided the $9 per box shipping 
fee. Special thanks to Eric, Joann,  Phoebe, & Ben, to Nixon & Fay, to Betty and to Dusty 
for donating and preparing boxes. Thank you also to Chris for making beautiful FUPC    
picture Christmas cards for each box.  My apologies for not clearly announcing or marking 
the collection box for the Shoe Box.   

 CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR VETERANS;  Our next project is the Veteran's Christmas  
Cards.  I will be bringing Christmas Cards to church for the congregation to sign along with 
an encouraging message.  

          A SPECIAL  THANK YOU FROM OUR MISSION CHAIR, GWYNN SOSA! 

2018 Christmas Family 

 If you know of a family in need this Christmas, please contact  

Gwynn Sosa at 365-4398.  Mahalo 



   

                                 Food & Fun  

 

        Holly Wreath 
    From the Kitchen of Lorraine Davis           
 
40 large Marshmallows   1 stick margarine 
1t. Vanilla    Green Food coloring 
 5C. Corn flakes    Red cinnamon candies 
 
 Melt the marshmallows and margarine over low heat.  Add vanilla and enough green food coloring to make a 
holiday green color.  Add cornflakes and mix gently.  While still hot and using  greased hands, mold the mixture 
into a wreath shape on waxed paper.  Decorate with the red cinnamon candies while mixture is still warm. 
 



   NEWS FROM THE PEWS……. 

 For Your Calendar… 
 Dec. 1, Saturday, 3:00 pm,    Hilo Community Chorus  in Concert 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         

 

        Dec. 16, Sunday  2:00pm,  The Messiah Celebration 

        Dec 23, Sunday 11:00am,    Christmas Pot Luck Luncheon 

        Dec. 24, Monday, 6:00pm    Candlelight Service 

        Dec. 30, Sunday following worship service ,Kosrae Hilo Christmas March at FUPC 

                                                                   

          And  so far …  for 2019  

 

       March 8 & 9, Friday & Sat. night 7:00pm, Harmony on Tap Concert 

       April 13, Saturday,  noon to 4:00pm,  Chieko Garrett, Piano Recital  



                                                                                         
  “ 

“Blessed are those who trust in the Lord and have made the Lord their hope and confidence…                                                                       

                    Their leaves stay green, and they never stop producing fruit”                                                      Jeremiah 17:7-8 

 

 The FUPC Council meets every third Sunday of the month.  We will share with you current events 

that are happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on the     

Narthex bulletin board. 

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 

It was a joy celebrating Michael Springer’s birthday and 40 year anniversary as FUPC’s organist 

on Sunday, November 11.  Thank you Michael for all you do in the life of the church.  We 

send God’s blessings as you and Kim enjoy your travels to Japan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Michael sharing his love for the FUPC congregation and enjoying a friendly visit form a dinosaur fan. 

 
 

 The Pastoral Search Committee continues to meet regularly.  They will have a current update 

to share with you soon. 

 Come join us every second Saturday of the month for Congregation Appreciation Day.  

Bring the family, a friend and if possible a refreshment to share. Next appreciation day will 

be    December 8, 2018, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 

Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your Council members suggestions, questions or concerns that 

you would like to address in your church life.  You can also contact me at: debbiefupc@gmail.com 

God Bless You, 

 

Debbie Sasan 

Moderator 

 

Please see photo’s of our wonderful Thanksgiving Luncheon on next page.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

COUNCIL KORNER 



What a fabulous Thanksgiving luncheon we had on Sunday, November 18. We enjoyed        
delicious food and wonderful fellowship on the lanai.  Thank you to everyone who       
contributed to setting up, decorating, prepare food, worked in the kitchen and helped 
clean up. 



   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 

 

He Walks with me and he Talks with me………... 

           SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION               

     December 2018 

 

 USHERS/GREETERS                       COMMUNION PREP 

   Kristel & Krizsha Tumaneng                Joanne Pocsidio 

         

 

 

                     

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                          COMMUNION SERVERS 

December 2     Shannylen Dayoan          Team #1 Bob Ahia,                                                                                                 

December  9    Betty Nekoba                                    Gail Kagawa 

December 16    Phoebe Wyatt     Debbie Sasan   

December 23    June Dela Cruz               Jeremy Agag 

December 30   Danny Dizon 

  

  

COFFEE HOUR                                          

December 2     Debbie Sasan      

December 9     Gail Kagawa   

December 16    Jeremy Agag   

December 23     Christmas Pot Luck   

December 30     Kosraean Fellowship 

  

  

                    

    ACOLYTE 

 Cori Dela Cruz 

Kosraean Acolyte  December 30  Lokelani Jackson  & Lemoi Asher                      

   



DREAMS & VISIONS 

The 150th Anniversary Committee, under the leadership of Michael Springer, has met for more than a year, reflecting on our 
church’s past, present and imagining our future.  The following list of initiatives were presented to the church council for 
their consideration.   Each of these initiatives has an extended explanation and implementation plan which you may request 
from the church office.  You are invited to offer your response in the form of ideas and suggestions to members of the    
council as they consider the initiatives.  Mahalo. 

 

1.  Re-start our chancel choir 

2.  Purchase choir risers 

3.  Sponsor our own annual “Homegrown Concert” similar to the one on Sept. 23 

4.  Install solar panel array on education complex roof 

5.  Air-condition sanctuary, office and pastor’s study 

6.  Design and construct new multi-purpose building in property makai of sanctuary 

7.  Refurbish education building restrooms 

8.  Design and construct a single ADA restroom between sanctuary and storage building 

9.  Refurbish, upgrade and/or expand pipe organ 

10.  Re-pave existing parking lot 

11.  Add an anti-slip treatment to exterior concrete walkways. 

*************************************** 

New fascia and gutters are being installed around the sanctuary building. 

The old ones were disintegrating from age, mold, bees and termites.  The work is being done by Isemoto       
Contractors.  Below are photos of the work as it happened…   

 

 

 


