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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Epiphany we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us as we 

grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with the     

Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early    

missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society 

in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. 

That’s why the church exists and why you belong.         

                                     January 2018 

                          Return Service Requested 
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January 2018 

Sermon Themes for January 

January 7                                             A Place We’ve Never Been                       Joshua 3.7-17                
Change is a constant.  In just one generation we’ve moved from a linear communications model to a quantum 
model in which multiple, simultaneous and instantaneous messages are sent and received in every time zone 
around the world.  Israel was faced with change as well.  The nation had grown used to Moses after leaving 
Egypt.  For 40 years he led them through the wilderness on the way to the promised land.  Now the leader is 
changing.  Joshua will lead them and that was a big adjustment.   Change is always a doorway for opportunity.  
What will be different and how will we survive and thrive in this new place?  Israel faced that question and so do 
we.   

 

January 14                                     What Do These Stones Mean to Us?       Joshua 4.1-8 

As we begin our 150th anniversary year, its important to think about those who started this church, who they 
were and what their vision was.  Remembering where we come from helps us to know who we are today.  What 
is the DNA of our church that connects us to those early members?  Why are we still here?  Generational         
continuity of our faith and values is the Big Question that we need to think about.  Someone has said, “The 
church is always only one generation away from extinction.”  What are we doing today that will persist into     
future generations?     

 

January 21                                         Jesus Asked:  What Are You Looking For?      John 1.35-39 

Two men approached Jesus following his baptism by his cousin John.   Jesus turned to them and asked this simple 
question.  It was not to put them off or reject their curiosity.  It was a deep question.  And its still a valid one    
today?   We come to worship.  We join in various mission projects.  We give our offerings and we bring food to 
share.  What are we looking for as a church?  What are you looking for as a participant in this Christian ohana?    

    

January 28                                                   Jesus Asked:  So What?                  Matt. 5.43-48 

The Sermon on the Mount is Jesus’ statement of behavioral norms for life in his kingdom.  It’s a radical,  out-on-
the-edge sermon that might get most clergy bad reviews on a Sunday morning.   Jesus talks about how we’re to 
treat those who mistreat us.  He says, “If you just love those who love you, so what?   If you just are kind to those 
who are kind to you, so what?”   With two words, Jesus demolishes a prevailing cultural value that many people 
live by in our society – and eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth, insult for insult, hatred for hatred.   Why did he say, 
“So what”? 

 

February 4                                           Jesus Asked:  Who Touched Me?      Mark 5.21-34 

In a crowd with people brushing up against each other, maneuvering for personal space, touching is unavoidable.  
Yet Jesus felt someone touch him, reaching out intentionally, and he wants to know who it is and why they 
touched him.  It was a woman who’d been disabled for 18 years without a cure and she was desperate.  Jesus felt 
her touch, and he felt her desperation.   If you could reach out and touch Jesus, what would your answer be 
when he asks, “Who touched me?  Why did you touch me?” 

 



Thinking Out Loud… 

  Finally… we’ve begun our 150th Anniversary Year!!   We begin on January 14 with a worship service of 
musical celebration.  Michael Springer has put together a brass ensemble and a choir of 30 singers who 
will lead us in worship.   It takes a lot of planning and coordination to pull off a service like this, and     
Michael has done an awesome job of organizing the details of this service.   

 

We’re celebrating 150 years of ministry in Hilo, now in our fourth building.  The first was called “The  
Bethel”… a thatch roof dwelling sponsored by early Christians in which sailors from the whaling ships 
would have a place to call their own while in port.   With the foreign community increasing in numbers, 
these English speaking immigrants desired a church where they could worship in their native language.   
So the First Foreign Church was founded by 14 charter members, many of them from mission families 
and some from the medical and business community.  There were teachers also who taught young          
children and worked with young people.   

 

The church took root, prospered and grew.   Around 1930, in an  
annual report, there were around 430 members with 120 children in 
Sunday School!!   In 1927 alone, there were 13 weddings, 18       
baptisms, and 7 funerals.  In 1954, the name was changed from First 
Foreign Church to First United Protestant Church.  Ray Stewart’s  
father, also named Ray, was the church official responsible for     
putting the motion with its rationale before the congregation to be 
voted on.   

 

There are countless stories of generosity, compassion, outreach, and mission as the history of our 
church is traced through the decades since its founding.  The Women’s Board of Missions in the church 
generated mission projects in the name of Christ that touched hundreds, maybe thousands, of people.   
Our church was either directly or indirectly involved in children’s ministries from which grew other    
congregations in Hilo.   

 

So its time to stop and reflect… to give thanks and remember.  And to celebrate with music. singing, 
prayers, spiritual reflection, and fellowship with food.   Invite a friend or two to come with you on the 
14th.  It’ll be a wonderful and memorable way to say “thank you” to God and to pay tribute to those 
whose early generosity and hard work made possible this church we care so much about today.   

Building On a Strong Foundation, 

 

 

Pastor Ron 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
Did You Know… 

  

 -That our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, Feb. 11 following morning worship?  If you are responsible for a 
standing committee report, please be sure to submit it to Chris in the church office by Sunday, January 28.  Mahalo! 

 

-That the H.O.T. (Harmony on Tap) annual concert will be held in our church on Friday and Saturday, March 2 & 3?   This 
year’s concert will be a benefit on behalf of Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Hawaii Island. 

 

-That the glass door leading to the balcony outside the church office was repaired and upgraded by Kele Oda?  The     
external frame around the door was also painted red to match the front doors of the church. 

 

-That the storage building behind the sanctuary had a break-in before the end of December?  Nothing appeared to be 
taken from the building. 

 

 

                                       

KOSRAEAN NEWS 
   

  

  

  

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
While we are still at the beginning of another year, and even though we may not 
come out and say it out loud, we probably all think of things we would like to do 
better, and ways we can improve our lives so that when we get to the end of the 
year, we can look back and thanks to God for helping us to do better.  
Wishing you all a HAPPY NEW YEAR with the hope that you will have many blessings 
in the year to come. 
Wishing you all good things, 
Pastu Nixon and Nipastu Fay 
 

                  2017 KOSRAEAN MARCH ON DECEMBER 31st. 

  
  



  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Sheldon Asejo              Agnes Perreira        
Mike Gardner             Royal Solmerin             
Maria Valido & the Queja Family 
Doris Toma             Lei Semana & Family                     
Michael Russell             Mary Lee Roberts                          
Rev. Nixon & Fay Jack                 Bob Ahia 
Pedro Queja             Marlo & Ella Fontanilla 
Janet Lang                                    David Lee 
 

       Happy January Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

 

 

  

 

   Letti Agag( 1st))                             Jane McLean (6th)   

          Sheycie Asejo(16th)                        Anuhea Kaupu (21st             

   Alissa Wasserman (25th                  Lisa Taylor ( 25th)                                          

          Krisha Tumaneng( 26th)               



  

    Eggplant Caponato 
                            From the kitchen of Shirley Jones  
 
1 lg. Yellow Onion   1 1/2 T. Garlic, minced 
1T. Shallots    3 med. Eggplants, peeled and chopped  
1/4 C Red Wine   1/4 C. Red wine vinegar  
1/4 C Sugar    8 C. Tomato Sauce 
1/4C fresh Oregano  1/2 C. Fresh Basil 
2 lg. Spaghetti squash or   
         Regular pasta 
Saute onion, garlic and shallots in a little Olive Oil.  Add eggplant, red wine, vinegar and 
sugar.  Stir until eggplant cooks down.   Add the tomato sauce, basil and oregano.  Cook 
down until nice and thick.  Pour over spaghetti squash or pasta.  
 
                      ****All Recipe’s are from “Heirlooms from our Church Family” published in 1998 



       

 

 

 

 

A Mary Christmas 

“Mary treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart.”  Luke 2.19 

 Mary came to our church for the 
Christmas by Candlelight service on 
Christmas Eve.  In eight moving and 
thoughtful     vignettes, we heard her 
speak of those things which she 
“treasured “and “pondered” through-
out her lifetime.   

 

For three hours one night in early          
December, Priscilla Kent, inspired by 
one of her favorite verses in the Bible, 
sat at the computer keyboard and 
opened herself to the spirit of Jesus’ 
mother. The result was a series of eight 
scenes from Mary’s life which Priscilla 
shared in the first person with                
sensitivity and authentic feeling.   

 

There was the appearance of the angel 
Gabriel and the visit of the shepherds 
with Joseph at her side.   She talked 
about how difficult the 80 mile trip was 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem, and how 
she shed tears with her son when she 
saw him alive after his crucifixion.  She 
reflected on her marriage to      Joseph 
on her wedding    anniversary.  

 

Mary connected her role to women’s 
roles in the mystery of existence.  She 
saw God choosing her as a symbolic 
way to affirm all those who labor.  She  

encouraged all to say “yes” to challenges 
and acts o love. She identified with all who 
pain in the pursuit mysterious                     
birthing experiences. 

 

During a Question and Answer period, she 
responded to Ben Wyatt asking if she ever 
had to scold Jesus, and Tyler Dela Cruz’s 
question about the time Jesus turned     
water into wine.   

 

Mahalo nui to Priscilla for listening, spirit 
to Spirit, and for speaking with the voice of 
Jesus’ mother.   For those in attendance, it 
was a moving experience which will be   
remembered for a long time.     



                                                                                         
   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

  
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

   

        

           

 

COUNCIL KORNER 

The FUPC Council meets every third Sunday of the month.  We share with you current 

events that are happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting 

minutes on the Narthex bulletin board. 

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 

           Last Council meeting 2017 

 Mission in the community.  Delivering Christmas cards to the Yukio Okutsu 

 Veterans Home residents. 

Christmas Eve morning worship at FUPC. 

Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your Council members suggestions, questions or 

concerns that you would like to address in your church life.  You can also contact me at: debbie-

fupc@gmail.com 

God Bless You, 

Debbie Sasan 

Moderator 



 

He Walks with me and he Talks with me………... 

  

                                                                                            

      January 2018 

 

 USHERS/GREETERS                      COMMUNION PREP 

  Zandrix Queja & McCharles Tumenang             Debbie Sasan 

         

 

 

                     

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                           COMMUNION SERVERS 

January 7       Shannylen Dayoan          Team #1 Bob Ahia,                                                                                                 

January 14     Fay Jack                                          Gail Kagawa 

January 21     June Dela Cruz    Debbie Sasan   

January 28     Kosraean Fellowship   Jeremy Agag 

  

  

  

COFFEE HOUR                                          

January 7        Gail Kagawa        

January 14     Kathleen Kim   

January 21     Debbie Sasan   

January 28     Kosraean Fellowship 

  

  

                    

    ACOLYTE 

 Cori Dela Cruz 

  Kosraean Acolyte  4th Sunday 

 

  

   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 


