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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Easter we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us as we 

grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with the     

Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early    

missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society 

in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the 

church exists and why you belong.         

                                  May 2016 

                          Return Service Requested 
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                                        Sermon Themes for May 

  

May 1                Comforting Words for Troubled Hearts               John 14.1-14 

At the Communion Table this morning, be reminded that God loves you, that God is FOR you and not against you, 

that God accepts you and stands with you in what you  are living with at this moment in time.    Remember that 

God will never abandon you and leave you alone.  Remember that the future is secured by God’s promises to be 

with us no matter what, both in this life and the next.  When Jesus said, “Let not your hearts be troubled…” he 

was speaking not only to his disciples.  He was talking to you and me. 

 

May 8                                  My Mother’s Voice                 Matthew 12.46-50 

Most of us were guided by our mother’s voice when we were children.  She taught us about the basics of being a 

healthy,  responsible and caring human being.  On Mother’s Day, we’ll revisit some of the lessons received from 

Mom and see how they are rooted in our faith through the teachings of Jesus.    

 

May 15                      The Breath of God                    Acts 2.1-8 

This is Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of the church when the Holy Spirit came upon the early followers of Jesus 

and transformed their fear into courage.  They were in hiding and losing hope.    Jesus was now absent from their 

sight.   Invisible like the wind, yet powerful in its Effect, the Spirit of God carries us through difficult and        

seemingly impossible passages of life when we are ready to give up and lose heart.  Pentecost tells us that we  

are never alone and there is Power all around us, because we live by the “breath” (Spirit) of God.  

  

May 22                       The Right Stuff         I Samuel 16.1-13 

Israel needed a king and Samuel, as God’s Executive Headhunter, was out doing interviews with the sons of 

Jesse.   Only one had the “right stuff” – the one you’d least expect as judged by all outward measurements.   

When looking for someone to lead the Hebrew nation, the qualifications had more to do with the heart and 

qualities like courage, openness to God, force of character and riches of spirit. 

After all his brothers were rejected, young David was called in from watching the sheep to meet Samuel and right 

away, it was clear that he was God’s choice.  He had the “right stuff”.   Question:  What is the “right stuff”? 

 

May 29 & June 5                                 Guest  Speakers   

Pastor Ron and Priscilla will be on vacation from May 23 – June 8. 

 



THINKING OUT LOUD…….     This month I would like to share this wonderful article with you from “UH 

Hilo Stories” about our Organist, Michael Springer.  This article was authored by Jacquelyn “Jackie” Pualani Johnson 
who has given us her permission to reprint it for our newsletter. 

 

  

 

              

  

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Springer, left, visits with Michael Connolly and Kalā Kaonohiokalaealohilohinei Muller at the    

February 2016 performance of the Concert Choir at the University of Portland that performed Springer’s 

iconic work, Hawai’i Island Suite.  
 

A 1981 graduate of University of Hawai‘i at Hilo has had a notable life in music on Hawai‘i Island. It has been many 

years since Michael O. Springer graduated from UH Hilo with a degree in elementary education and a certificate in 

elementary and secondary music, which he followed with a certificate in  education.  He then went on to become an 

award-winning teacher, beloved composer, and a true gift to the arts on the island. 

Hawai’i Island Suite 

Hawai’i Island Suite, Springer’s renowned arrangement of Hole Waimea, Waikā, and Poliʻahu, is a tribute to the island 

that has been home to his Hawaiian heritage and the place that nurtured his life-long love of  music. Springer spent 21 

years as a music teacher in the Department of Education and nine years at Kamehameha Schools, Hawai‘i Island   

campus, where he founded the choral music program and shaped the performing arts program at the high school. 

The three songs of Hawai‘i he gathered together form a musical haku carefully woven by Springer, who now is retired 

and living in his home town of Hilo. 

The naissance of the piece took shape in 1995, when Springer was asked by his mentor, Maestro Ken Staton, for an 

SATB work (an arrangement for sopranos, altos, tenors, and basses) that could be sung by the Kona Community    

Chorus. Eventually the three songs of Hawai‘i Island were expanded to include orchestral accompaniment and        

interludes. 

Over the years, the suite has been performed by UH Hilo ensembles: the UH Mānoa Hawaiian Choral Ensemble, the 

Kamalani Chorus of Nā Pua Noʻeau, and the Kamehameha Schools Hawaiʻi Campus and Alumni Choir.  

    

But good music transcends geographical isolation and Hawai’i Island Suite has moved audiences elsewhere, namely 

Indiana and Oregon. A former Hawaiʻi County Band member arranged for the International Vocal Ensemble, from 

Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University, to perform the work. 

http://www.music.indiana.edu/departments/ensembles/ive.shtml


This year, Kamehameha Schools Hawai‘i campus graduate Kalā Kaonohiokalaealohilohinei Muller, from Waimea, 

brought Springer’s work to his professor in Oregon, Michael Connolly, who expressed a deep interest in performing the 

opus. In a concert on Feb. 21, 2016, it was performed with piano accompaniment in an afternoon of music that included 

the University Singers, a 30-voice concert choir, a women’s chorale, and a jazz band. Springer was in attendance        

listening to the work that has brought great delight to island audiences and others abroad. 

Hole Waimea was a childhood favorite of Springer and it partnered beautifully with the lyrics to Waikā, by Johnny 

Spencer, which were based on the mele inoa, or name chant for Kamehameha I, about the winds and rain of Waimea. 

Springer reflects, that “when I thought about Waimea, with all its unique environs, how could I not focus on the sacred 

beauty of Mauna Kea that presides over it? Remembering the white mantle that covers her brought me to include 

Poliʻahu by Frank Kawaiakapuokalani Hewett, as the final selection for the suite.” 

And so the three island songs united to become a suite, utilizing the arrangement of Poliʻahu by the group Hoʻokena. 

Springer set the song in a four-part mixed voicing, “a transcription and rearrangement for choir…” 

Springer continues his musing. “The overall effect that I hope this arrangement would achieve is spotlighting examples 

of the exquisite beauty of our island through three gorgeous mele that sing of its beauty. Adding the orchestration       

allowed me to augment this expression through the tonal palette and lush texture of a full orchestra accompaniment.” 

Other works 

While Springer is particularly fond of the Hawaiʻi Island Suite, other arrangements have challenged the musical scribe in 

him. Nā Kuahiwi ʻElima, written by Helen Desha Beamer, was prepared as a competition n-level a cappella arrangement 

for the Hawaiian Civic Club’s 2010 annual convention choral competition. 

Advenir, a three- movement choral work with orchestral and organ accompaniment, also was in response to another great 

idea from Staton, who was searching for an extended work featuring Advent hymn tunes. It was performed by the Kona 

Community Chorus and the combined choruses of UH Hilo and Kamehameha Schools. 

We Sing Our Faith: Ma O Ke Mele, Paulele Mākou was composed for the closing festivities for the local observance by 

the East Hawaiʻi Vicariate of the Roman Catholic Church. Friend Maureen Saturnio thought it would be fitting to have a 

brand new ʻAha Mele anthem for all the participating choirs to sing to open the program, once again inspiring and      

motivating Springer to compose and arrange music. 

“Retirement” 

Springer now is enjoying a busy retirement, made rich by six grandchildren he shares with his wife Kim, a  retired      

elementary school teacher and a percussionist, whom he met as an undergraduate at UH Hilo. Vuvu Springer proudly 

bears the Portuguese moniker for “grandfather” and plans on cataloging his work. 

But music still is present daily, with his piano studio reopening in 2012, and serving as the accompanist for the Haili 

Church Choir, a role he has maintained since 1976. 

Longevity marks many of Springer’s endeavors, having been the organist at the First United Protestant Church of Hilo 

since 1978, and Sunday Mass organist at St. Joseph’s Church since 2007.  In his proverbial “free time,” Springer is busy 

as music arranger for the Hilo Honpa Hongwanji, assisting BJ Soriano who has been very busy composing gathas for her 

church.   

Far from an adagio, Springer’s life is molto vivace and there’s sempre piu when it comes to living a full life of music… 

haʻina ʻia mai ana ka puana… 

 

                                                                                   

              Pastor Ron Kent 

http://www.fupchurch.org/


     Did You Know… 

 
 that  FUPC will hold three music functions in the month of May?   

1. Monday, May 9th  3:30 to 6:00pm the Hawaii Concert Society will 
hold a  Master   Piano Class with guest pianist, Ran Dant. 

2. Saturday, May 14th at 7:00pm the Voices Ensemble will present 
“Voices” 

3. Saturday May 28th at 7:00pm the Hilo Community Chorus will  
perform 

   
 that our new Resource Chair, Pastor Nixon Jack, has created a Work Day 

for the  congregation on the second Saturday of each month from 9am to 
1pm?  Come and join the fun!  Our members are  getting lots done, creating 
a beautiful campus and having some food and fun along the way! 

 
 that Kepola, Drenzen and Striesand  will all have their GoFundMe pages 

up in May to help raise funds for them to attend the National Youth Event  
in Florida in July of this year? Please go to www.gofundme.com and type 
in their names to view and donate to their cause. 

 
 that the Kosraean recent Country Store and Plate Lunch fundraiser was  a 

big   success?  Pastor Nixon and the Kosrean Fellowship send out a huge 
MAHALO to FUPC for the use of the facility, the generous donations and 
the man/woman power volunteered from all of the FUPC members.  
Funds from this event will help the Kosraean Fellowship go to  their  
homeland, Kosrae, in December  to  spread  and share  the word of God. 

 
 that  Debbie Sasan and Bob Ahia will represent FUPC at this year’s Aha 

Makua  “Called as Partners” in June?  This  two day event will feature key 
note speakers Rev. Dr. Min Heui Cheon,  Executive Secretary of              
Partnership and Ecumenical Relations for the Presbyterian Church in the 
Republic of Korea and Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson who is the Minister 
for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations in the Office of the General       
Minister and President of the United Church of Christ. 

 
 that Pastor Ron will be on vacation for two weeks beginning May 23rd and       

returning June 8th?  He and Priscilla will enjoy their time together,            
off-island. 

 that Kamehameha Pre-School well be ending their school year with a     
program in the Sanctuary on May 25th beginning at 8:00am? 



 

  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Fay Jack  Agnes Perreira       

Song Soon Lee                Ray Stewart 

Mike Gardner  Pedro Queja 

Doris Toma  George Paaluhi 

Eric Wyatt   

        Happy May Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

Michael Russell (1st) 
Clara Robinson  (3rd) 
Joanne Pocsidio  (4th) 
Shelcey Asejo (13th) 
Faymae Queja (14th) 
Chris Oda (16th) 
Geraldine Damasco  (19th) 
Isabel Taylor  (27th) 
Cori Dela Cruz  (30th) 
Kishaun Esau  (31st) 



   Kosraean News 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     
 

Kosrae Hilo Sunday School Kalwen 
 
It is never too late to change the programming imprinted in childhood. There is no greater               
investment.  The extra time and effort you all put in is certainly worthwhile. It is a joy for us to work 
with such dedicated and talented leaders. It is love alone that leads to the right action. 
 
We want to commend the Kosrae Hilo Sunday School Teachers, Mira Tulensa Freddy and Joyce 
Vanston Marcus and Sponsors, Lay Minister Persteve Esau and Deaconess Niokong Tara for your 
efforts and determination portraying an excellent presentation of the Sunday School students        
Kalwen. You all felt the passion for its meaning and that is because you all remember what it is that 
you are there to do. 
 
                      Excellent job, all for GOD✨ 
                        With blessings, 
                     Pastu Nixon and Nipastu Fay 
 
 
 

    Mahalo! 
We wish to thank all of you for the support and help you provided, for your dedication, attention 

and open-minded thinking for the readiness to help with the Kosrae Hilo Congregational Church 

and Christian Endeavor Plate Lunch and Country Store.  The simple reality is most any level of     

lasting achievement takes hard work effort. We achieved success and accomplished what needed to 

be done. 

                               Peace and Blessings, 

                       Pastu Nixon and Nipastu Fay 



 “Grace, sit down!  You’re not the ‘God’s Grace’ the pastor’s talking about!” 

  “For crying out loud, Harry, relax!” 



                      COUNCIL KORNER 
               “FAITH is like Wi-Fi, it’s invisible but it has the power to  

                                        connect you to what you need.” 

   

   The FUPC Council meets every fourth Sunday of the month.  We continue to share with you current events that are     

    happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on the narthex bulletin board. 

 
HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 
 

 Thank you to everyone who was able to attend Congregation Workday on Saturday, April 9th.  We                

accomplished a lot but there is always more to be done to maintain our campus. Come join us every second  

Saturday of the month.  Bring the family, a friend and if possible a refreshment to share. Next workday will    

be May 14, from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  If you have any questions or would like to help in a specific area please    

contact Rev. Nixon Jack our Resource Committee chairperson. 

 If you would like to be a part of worship on Sundays, we are looking for individuals to serve as ushers/greeters, 

lay leaders, communion servers and coffee hour hosts.  A sign-up sheet is posted in the Narthex next to the 

flower sign-up sheet.  Every little way you are able to serve is much appreciated.  Feel free to partner up 

with others for coffee hour or find someone to serve alongside you as an usher/greeter. 

 The FUPC Pastoral Search Committee continues to review profiles with the support of the Hawaii  Conference 

United Church of Christ. 

 We are actively searching for an individual to lead the Outreach Committee.  Please see Debbie Sasan or   

Rev. Kent if you are interested or would like to know more about this position. 

 A big Mahalo to Rev. Nixon Jack and his Resource committee members who completed the numerous Manse 

repairs. Nagamine Painting is 80 percent done and the new tenants moved in on April 1st.   

 FUPC will be sending three youth and an adult chaperone to the National Youth Event that will be held July   

26-30, 2016 in Orlando, Florida.  Please support our youth as they make every effort to raise money for this  

event. Big Island Candies Crunch Bars have arrived and are on sale for $3.00 ea.  You can also support them by 

going to www.gofundme.com to view their stories and make a donation on line or through the church office.  If 

you have any questions please feel free to approach Kepola Ishikawa, Striesand Galdones, Drenzen Queddeng, 

Prisiclla Kent, Debbie Sasan or Rev. Kent. 

  The Sunday School room renovation is near completion. The committee is currently working on ordering the 

cabinet.  Thank you to Priscilla Kent, Karena Asejo, Kepola Ishikawa and Sali Queja for taking on this task. 

 We continue to look for caretakers for concert rehearsals and concert events.  This responsibility pays $10.00 

per hour. If you are interested please inquire through the church office or approach any of the Council        

members.  Please keep in mind that if anyone wants to use the facility for events, the Council needs advance 

notice to approve these events.  Caretakers need to be in place before a Request for Facility use can be          

approved. 

    Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your council members suggestions, questions or concerns that          

            you would like to address in your church life. I also have a FUPC e-mail address that you can contact me  

                                                                       at: debbiefupc@gmail.com                     

                                                                              

                                                                               God Bless You, 

        

            

                                            

                                                                                     Debbie Sasan,  

          Moderator 

http://www.gofundme.com


   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 

                                 MAY 2016 

 

     USHERS/GREETERS                                           COMMUNION PREP 

 Zandrix Queja & McCharles Tumaneng                   Joanne Pocsidio 

          

                     

 

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                                         COMMUNION SERVERS 

May 1  Royalyn Solmerin     Team #2 FayMae, Katrina, Shannylen, Striesand 

May 8 Bob Ahia       

May 15 Jeremy Agag 

May 22 Danny Dizon 

May 29 Bill Yang 

  

  

   COFFEE HOUR                                            FLOWERS 

May 1 Jane McLean   Shelcey Lyn for Mama Emma’s Birthday 

May 8 Debbie Sasan        In Memory of Maximino Tumaneng 

May 15 Royalyn Solmerin               

May 22 Kosraean Fellowship 

May 29 Betty Nekoba                

  

     

    ACOLYTE 

  Admiral Tumaneng 

      

                                               


