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      RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Ordinary Time between Pentecost and Advent, we welcome you and your loved 

ones (including children) to join us as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United 

Church of Christ and affiliated with the Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the 

congregational church of the early missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as 

The First Foreign Church and Society in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the 

church exists—and why you belong. 

                 September 2014 
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WORSHIP THEMES FOR SEPTEMBER 

 
 
September 7, 2014             Forgiven and Forgiving           Matt. 18.21-35 
Are you a prisoner of someone who is holding you hostage because you can’t bring yourself to  
forgive them?  Have you given them that much power over you to keep you locked up in your hurt that 
may be turning into bitterness?  Today’s Good News and the offer of our Lord is:  Release that person.  
Forgive them.  Let it go.  No, its not easy. It certainly isn’t “cheap” because its costing you a lot to let 
that offense go.  But if you don’t, you’ll be a prisoner forever.   
 
 
September 14, 2014                        How To Survive a Desert            Genesis21.8-21 
Have you ever felt vulnerable?   Have you ever been treated unfairly, suffered unjustly, been used or 
abused, lost hope, felt forsaken, abandoned, alone and exposed?  If so, you can identify with Hagar, 
the mother of Ishmael,  who was sent out into the desert to die.  It’s a dramatic story of trust             
betrayed, jealousy, compassion and grace.  God graciously provided for this vulnerable and forsaken 
mother and her son by providing water in the desert and kept them alive.  God still  provides water in 
the deserts of our lives. 
 
 
September 21, 2014            Are You on a Journey or an Adventure?          Gen. 12.1-9, Matt. 9.9-13 
A journey is when you know where you’re going and how you’ll get there, where you’ll stay and when 
you expect to arrive.  An adventure is when you don’t know where you’re going, where you’ll stay, or 
when you’ll arrive, but you go anyway.  Two men were called by God to an Adventure of Faith –     
Abraham of the Hebrew scriptures and Matthew, the tax-collector who became a follower of Jesus.  
These are two stories about taking risks, and how God gets involved when we step out in faith.  It     
applies to us as individuals.  It applies to our church too. 
 
 
September 28, 2014                Dysfunctional Families and God’s Grace        Genesis 25.21-34 
Genesis is a story of dysfunctional families torn apart by jealousy, greed, murder, deception and       
betrayal.   We look at one family up close –  Isaac and Rebekah who were blessed with twin sons, Esau 
and Jacob.  Despite the foolish choices and selfishness that saturate this family’s dysfunction, there 
was eventually healing and reconciliation.  No fracture, no matter how deep, is beyond God’s healing 
grace. 
 
 
October 5, 2014      The Gracious Generosity of God                Matt. 20-1-15 
When  someone receives a blessing that seems unfair, we want justice to rule.  If I get a certain amount 
of pay for eight hours work and you work only two hours, but receive the same pay… well, that just 
doesn’t seem right.  In this week’s Bible passage, Jesus tells that very story.  It’s a way for him to talk 
about God and the nature of grace, undeserving love, unconditional acceptance and the inexpressible 
generosity of God.    
 
 



 

THINKING OUT LOUD… 
  
In this issue of our newsletter, you will find several pages devoted to the history and 100th  anniversary 
celebration of our church in 1968.   These items were sent to the Hilo Chamber of Commerce by Kent 
Webb who saw them at an auction for the estate of  Margaret Wense in Oregon.   We are very grateful 
that the Chamber office forwarded them to us. 
 
Reading through the material, I get a sense of the daring vision of those early founders who were    
committed to a mission and took risks to see their dream through to reality.  We are rooted in a  birth 
that was full of compassion for others, a desire to be of service, a devotion to God, and an appreciation 
for tradition and beauty. 
 
Those early generations left us a legacy of love that meant hard work, faith that never gave up, and 
hope that kept them moving forward.   They are gone but the values remain.   In this newsletter, I hope 
you will witness the same spirit of adventure in mission that requires us to risk, to trust, to see through 
eyes of abundance and not scarcity, to have visions and dream dreams on behalf of those who have 
stopped dreaming and feel lost and forgotten. 
 
Think ahead to 2068, our 200th anniversary.   The children who come forward now for the Keiki Story 
Time in church will have graduated from college, raised their own children and be caring for their 
grandkids.  What will they remember of the church they attended as kids?  Will the Bible stories they 
heard each Sunday still have meaning for them?   Will the values we teach each week be part of their 
lives?  Will some of them hold office in the church and serve on the council? 
 
In 54 years, many of us will have passed to our reward.   Our names will be registered in the archives 
but there will be a new generation of families who have no memory of us.  What legacy will we leave 
them?  Is that same spirit of compassion, risk-taking and faithfulness that started this church still      
present with us today?   And do we have the kind of visions and dreams for our life together today  
that will ensure a bright and meaningful future for our congregation tomorrow? 
 
We have big challenges and great opportunities ahead of us.   Our organ will need major repairs   soon 
that will require raising funds.  We continue our Typhoon Haiyan School Supplies Project.  We’re still 
recycling newspapers and HI-5 items to support Raymark, our young Philippine student.  Our  facilities 
are used by many people nearly every day of the week.  We are a 5 for 5 church and give our monetary 
gifts for those affected by natural disasters around the world, and others who are victims of injustice 
and oppression.  There are needs right here in our community that we can address as people of      
compassion and generosity.   
 
In 1868, people of faith took risks to establish and build this church.   They didn’t have the benefit of a 
large investment portfolio or 3 acres of land.  They just had a vision, enough faith to begin… and a   
willingness to work hard to make it happen, with God’s help.  God is still helping.  We deny our        
heritage if we live with a spirit of fear and scarcity.    Let’s Dream!    We have an exciting present and a 
thrilling future ahead, if we’re up to it. 
 
Pastor Ron 

 
 



Thanksgiving Celebration 
 

Our church will be hosting the annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration this year, scheduled for    
Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m., November 25.   We have hosted this gathering before and as you may 
remember, it is a great privilege and a big responsibility.  We will need many people to step forward to 
help out with different aspects of the hospitality and preparation.  Listed below are some of the jobs 
for which we need volunteers.  If you are able to help out with any of these areas, please email or 
phone the church office and talk to Chris Oda.  She is keeping a master list of volunteers so that when 
the time comes, we can coordinate all our efforts.  The church email is fupchilo@hawaiiantel.net and 
church phone is 935-5914. 
 
  Parking Lot attendants 

  Ushers & Greeters 

  Flowers and Decoration of Sanctuary 

 Refreshments – we will provide beverages and paper goods.  

 Tables and Chairs set-up and clean-up 

 General Cleaning (sanctuary, lanai and bathrooms) before and following the event

   

 

Did You Know… 
-That the wheel chair stored in our Narthex is falling apart and is dangerous to use?  If anyone would 
like to try to repair it, please speak to Pastor Ron.  Otherwise, we would be very grateful for the         
donation of a used wheelchair in good condition for emergency purposes. 
 
-That we still have attractive blue First United Protestant Church t-shirts in the church office?   There 
are 8 large, 1 extra large and 2 children’s shirts size 6-8.  They can be purchased for $15. each. 
 
-That the church website (www.fupchurch.org) is updated weekly?    We add photos and                      
announcements from time to time, and the monthly newsletters back to January 2014 are available 
online too.  Keep checking for more changes in the weeks to come.  Thanks to Chris for doing a great 
job with the website updates. 
 
-That the east wall (makai side) of the sanctuary and all the wooden louvers were firmly secured to 
withstand high winds when recent Hurricane Iselle hit our island?  Thanks to John Wolf, Joanne           
Pocsidio, Michael Springer, Bob Ahia and others, the organ console was covered in plastic sheeting and 
all was made ready for damaging wind and rain.  Thankfully, there was no damage!!  Thanks to all who 
helped.  Debbie Sasan and daughter Kepola helped in the distribution of food, ice and supplies to those 
in need.  
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Neighbors in Need Offering -  Sunday, October 5 
 

The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive on Sunday, Oct. 5, supports the United Church of 
Christ ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.  These include the Council for 
American Indian Ministries, justice and advocacy efforts, and direct service projects funded by the 
UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries.  NIN envelopes are available in the pews throughout the month 
of September. 
 

 

Fall Youth Camp “Catalyst for Change – Faith in Action” 
 

Every day we see terrible news from around the world of people being hurt, bullied and taken           
advantage of.  What does it mean to be God’s hands and feet in the world?  What does it mean to be 
God’s agents of change in our communities?  How can our young people develop leadership skills and  
awareness of their power to bring about a more peaceful and healthy society? 
 
The Hawaii Fall Youth Camp  for 6th through 12th grade students will be held at Camp Erdman at     
Waialua, Oahu from October 5-8 this year.  The cost for Neighbor island young people is $150. and  
that includes airfare.  Space is limited.  Deadline to register is September 15 or until camp spaces are 
filled.  Registration is accepted on a first come – first served basis, so don’t delay if you are interested. 
 
Registration forms are available in the church office and remember that Pastor’s signature is required 
on the form. 
 
 

 

Budget and Nominations for 2015 
 

Its that time of year again when we think about the year to come, 2015.  The church council is            
developing our budget for 2015 and will present it to the congregation for review and approval in     
October and November.  We will be communicating also our stewardship goals and efforts through 
letters,  newsletters, and Sunday services as well. 
 
In addition to the Budget, we are working on a slate of officers and members who serve the church on 
the Council.  The following offices need to be filled and we invite your prayerful consideration if there 
is a job that you feel God has prepared you for in our church Ohana. 
 
    Moderator 
    Vice-moderator 
    Treasurer 
    Worship 
    Christian Education 
    Mission 

 



 
                   Let There Be ---- Prayer Candles to Light! 
                                                                by Priscilla T. Kent 
 
Light! What would we do without light? In our Christian tradition light represents the presence of 
God! Light shows reverence for all things sacred!  Light represents Hope and Peace. 
 
When traveling, I love to step into a church or cathedral to light candles! A little prayer is a way to 
step into the light of Christ.  It's my way to pause, remember others and myself in relation to the 
Divine. Whether it is the church in Assisi, Westminster Cathedral in London, the 800 year old     
cathedral of Cologne, Germany,  Avila, Sydney, New York City or Mokuaikaua  Church in Kona the 
feeling is still the same--my soul is filled with God's Light and it burns warmly in my soul!  
 
In Hilo, there are times I long to light a candle and pray in a church.  Thankfully, this longing is 
shared by others in our church Ohana.  Over time an idea took shape, found support in the church 
council, and now is a reality!  As you enter our church, on the left side of the Narthex we have our 
very own prayer corner with votive candles to light.  Joanne Pocsidio found the beautiful mirrored 
candle holders and John Wolf diligently mounted them on our wall.  On the wrought iron table 
you will find suggested prayers for use, prayer request forms, and a supply of candles.  Ron and I 
are happy to make this sacred space our special gift to this beautiful church community! 
 
You do not have to pay to pray. Prayers without a lit candle are also heard.  You are welcome to 
make a donation to continue the purchase of candles, but it is not an obligation. Hopefully, Hilo 
residents and visitors will find spiritual support in our newly installed prayer candles! 
 

 How to light a candle 
Lighting a candle symbolizes bringing light to our wish, our prayers, our hope. We can 
light a candle for peace, for a specific situation or request healing for someone or         
ourselves. The candle can represent the light of Christ.  Lighting a candle can help us to 
feel better by illuminating our hearts when we feel burdened. 

 
Before you light a candle pause in silence for a moment. Release any negative thoughts from your 
mind. Allow only positive thoughts to live in you. Close your eyes and see God blessing you with 
care and compassion. Believe miracles CAN  
 
happen!  Silently focus on your prayer.  Open your eyes. Light the candle before the Loving God  
of Creation. 



Happy September Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

Striesand Galdones (1st),  Isaac Padilla (6th),  Pastor Nixon Jack (9th),  Manuel Dayoan 

(13th),  Ric Galdones (13th)  Keola Benjamin (18th)  Hawaii Wolf Iokepa (25th),  Aida 

Queddeng (28th),  Julian Davenport (27th),  Sofia Bumanglag (29th)   

Kosraean News 

                                     Kosrae Liberation Day—September 8 

                                           The End of World War II In The Pacific 
The months and years of living in constant fear, unremitting hardship, and enforced servitude 
came to an end for the Kosraean People. 
 
On September 6, 1945, American planes dropped leaflets on the unused Kosrae Airfield,            
instructing the Japanese to surrender and to indicate peaceable capitulation by placing a white 
sheet marked with a red cross on the field. 
 
On September 8, 1945, the American flag finally was raised over Kosrae fulfilling a 47 year old  
petition addressed to Congress begging the United States to annex it. 
                                                                     Kulo na maluhlap 
 
 

                                        Kosrae  

                     Island of the Sleeping Lady 



                              How the First Foreign Church of Hilo was Originated 
                         Taken from The First United Church of Hilo Centennial  1868—1968 
 
The recorded history of the church begins with a letter which read: 

Hilo Hawaii, Sandwich Islands 
January 26, 1868 
 

To the Committee appointed by the Eastern Evangelical Association of Hawaii, to ordain ministers and         
establish churches. 
 
Greetings, 
We, the undersigned, believing that it will be for the good interests of Zion, our own spiritual good, and that 
of our families and neighbors, to have a Foreign Church in Hilo, do herby request a meeting of the                 
Ecclesiastical Council on the coming Sabbath, February 1, 1868, or as soon thereafter as possible, at the           
Bethel, to examine into the religious character of those who propose to unite in forming said church and the 
reasons which exist for taking such a step; and there also to examine our confession of faith which we          
propose to adopt; and if satisfied on these points, to proceed to organize said church with the appropriate 
exercises. 

 
(Signed)  D.H. Hitchcock   Rufus A. Lyman 
  Alameda Hitchcock  Rebecca A. Lyman 
  E.G. Hitchcock   Jane S. Shipman 
  Mary Castle Hitchcock  Chas. H. Wetmore 
  H. Rexford Hitchcock  Lucy S. Wetmore 
  D.B. Lyman   Alexander Young 
  Sarah J. Lyman   Ruth Young 
               ____________________________________________________________ 
 

Even before the founding of the First Foreign Church of Hilo the foreign community, being concerned for the 
moral and spiritual welfare of the sailors from the whaling ships which spent considerable time in Hilo, had 
erected a Seaman’s Chapel. 

 
The first church, a stone house originally built as a home for the Dibble family and later used as a temporary 
dwelling for other mission families, had been converted into a Seaman’s Chapel and later became a place of 
worship for the foreigners in Hilo.  This building, which stood on land mauka of the present church building on 
Haili Street, was torn down soon after the organization of the First Foreign Church and a wooden building was 
erected in its place. 

 

This wooden structure, which was reminiscent 

of the New England “Meetinghouse” served as 

the place of worship for the congregation until 

the church on Haili Street was built in 1897 



 
It was not many years after the establishment of the Church that some of its members organized a 
Sunday School for children of the Chinese immigrants.  This lead to the establishment of the Chinese 
Christian Church, now the United Community Church.  Later a day school, called the Portuguese 
School, was started. This developed into the first free kindergarten in Hilo.  This kindergarten            
continued to operate until its program became a part of the public school system, being financed in 
later years jointly by the Woman’s Board of Missions and the Community Chest.  Likewise the Waiakea 
Social Settlement, a project initiated by the Woman’s Board of Missions of the church, with financial 
assistance from Mr. C.C. Kennedy, Manager of Waiakea Mill, later became a joint project of the 
Woman’s Board, the Hawaiian Board of Missions and the Community Chest until the late 1930’s when 
the Community Chest assumed its full support. 
 
Since World War II particularly, our church women have been active in interchurch affairs.  A Greater 
Hilo Woman’s Fellowship organized in the early 50’s did much to strengthen women’s work in all of the 
Congregational Churches of Hilo and vicinity. In 1947 the responsibility for promotion of World Day of 
Prayer, which our women had carried since its inception, was turned over to the newly formed Council 
of Church Women, an ecumenical group now called Church Women United.  Our interest has            
continued in the nation-wide organization which  supports many worthwhile interfaith activities 
around the world.  Our laymen, while not organized as a group, participate in interchurch lay activities 
and in the work of the Island of Hawaii Association of the United Church of Christ. 
 
The Ladies Social Circle which for many years carried the social life of the church and refurbishing of 
furnishings at the church and parsonage, was disbanded about 1940.  In 1948 this function seemed 
essential to the church life and the Woman’s League was formed with Mrs. Emma P. Giacometti as its 
first president.  The League held annual bazaars for a number of years, and later on, large food sales.  
With the money realized in this manner, new kitchen equipment for both church kitchen and            
parsonage was purchased.  New rugs and living room furniture for the parsonage and new carpeting 
for the church were also League projects. 
 
In 1962, after a one-year trial period, the Woman’s League and the Woman’s Board of Missions 
merged to become the Woman’s Fellowship.  At the same time the emphasis on stewardship in our 
church life resulted in increased pledges to the budget of the church, this eliminating the need for fund 
raising events.  The Woman’s Fellowship continues the Mission Study Program and the Church World 
Service projects of the Woman’s Board, while functioning in the manner of the Woman’s League by 
overseeing the housekeeping and refurbishing of equipment and heading up the social activities of the 
Church. 
 
Through the years the name of the youth work has changed from time to time with “Youth Forum”  
being the name most in use today in churches of our faith.  In this church the fellowship has become a 
truly ecumenical group.  Sunday evening sessions, often starting with a pot luck supper at the           
parsonage, have been the rule.  Serious discussions of the role of religion in the life of a person and the 
presentation of current religious viewpoints have occupied discussion time. 

 
The Church is and has always been an independent, autonomous Protestant Church, in reality a       
community church.  Its voluntary affiliation with Hawaii Conference of the United Church of Christ does 
not abridge this independence.  This membership of the church is predominantly Caucasian, but      
worshippers of all races and denominations are numbered in the congregation of today.   It is our hope 
that during this centennial year, we will see the completion of the new church on Waianuenue Avenue 
and the decommissioning of the present building. 



The steeple of First United        

Protestant Church of Hilo on     

Kinoole Street topples on       

Christmas Eve morning, the final 

step in the razing of the veteran 

church.  A cable was attached near 

the top of the steeple and a     

bulldozer pulled the dome down.  

Yamada & Sons is handling the 

demolition to make way for an 

expanded parking lot for Hilo Food 

Town Supermarket next door.  The 

church congregation now attends 

a new church on Waianuenue  

Avenue. 

 

These pictures are from a          

December 1969 issue of the      

Hilo Tribune Herald . 



                           CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

1853, April  Sunday School started for foreign children 

1857   Attempt to get Seaman’s Chaplain who would also serve the foreign  
            community.  This attempt failed. 

1867, June 1    Religious Society of Hilo formed 

1868, Feb. 2  Charter members met 

          Feb. 9  Church recognized by the Council 

         June 8  Cornerstone laid 

         July 7  Charter granted by the Hawaiian Monarchy 

         July 10  First Pastor called 

         July 25  Dedication of the first church building 

1869, May 15  First pastor installed 

1871   Cemetery purchased 

1897, Jan. 10  Cornerstone of present church laid 

1917   Social Hall erected 

1925   Cemetery chapel and crematory erected 

1929 The merger of the Congregational Churches and the Christian Churches 
to form the Congregational - Christian Churches 

1929, Nov. 17 Dedication of the new pipe organ (still in use)  

1944 Trustees purchased the land adjacent to the church 

1947 Committee appointed to investigate a new site for the church. No       
satisfactory offer was received for the present property, so this plan   
was deferred.  

1954 Changed the name of the church from First Foreign Church of Hilo to the 
First United Protestant Church of Hilo 

1957 Merger of the Evangelical and Reform Church and the Congregational 
Christian Churches to become the United Church of Christ 

1961, Jan. 29 The congregation voted to adopt the proposed Constitution and Bylaws 

of the United Church of Christ and to affiliate with the newly constituted 

United Church of Christ 

1962 Sale of the parsonage on Puueo Street.  Signing of a long term lease 
with the District Conference of the United Church of Christ for a         
parsonage site on former Coan property on Lahi Street in Piihonua 

1964, Aug. 9 Sale of present church property approved by the congregation 

1967, Feb. Signing of a lease with the State Dept. of Land and Natural Resources 

for a little more than three acres of land just mauka of Hilo Hospital on 

Waianuenue Avenue, to be the site of the new church 



 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      SEPTEMBER 2014 

 

    USHERS/GREETERS                           COMMUNION PREP 

Debbie Sasan & McArthur Tumaneng    Jeremy Agag 

 

 

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                          COMMUNION SERVERS 

Sept. 07  Alissa Wasserman                       Team #3 Jeremy, Karissa, Royalyn & Sali 

Sept. 14  Bob Ahia 

Sept. 21  Betty Nekoba 

Sept. 28  Danny Dizon 

 

  

   COFFEE HOUR                          FLOWERS 

Sept. 07  Betty Nekoba                  

Sept. 14  Jane McLean            

Sept. 21  Gail Kagawa          

Sept. 28  Kosraean Fellowship             

 

    ACOLYTE 

   Drenzen Queddeng 

                                Note 

If you are unable to be at church on the Sunday you are scheduled to  participate, please 

find a substitute and let the office k now as soon as   possible so we may print their name 

in the worship bulletin.  Mahalo. 

   SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION 


