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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

First United Protestant Church of Hilo is part of the greater United Church of Christ and was founded 

in 1868.  We were originally named the First Foreign Church, and were known early on for our        

hospitality and welcome to sailors who came to the Big Island of Hawaii.  Today, as a community of 

faith we are committed to the person of Jesus Christ, we are committed to being in unity with the 

Body of Christ, and we are committed to the work Christ calls us to in the world.  On Sunday’s we 

have meditation beginning at 9:50am and worship begins shortly after 10:00am. No matter who you 

are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!! 

 

            Sunday Morning Meditation                9:50 am 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 

 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 

 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 

 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 

             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

 
 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 

Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

July 2019 

Return Service Requested 



   

 

 

 First United Protestant Church 

 Sermon Themes for July 2019 

*Sermon themes and Scripture texts may change at the Pastor’s discretion. 

Sunday, July 7th, 10:00 AM - Songs of the Summer Series; Scriptures: Exodus 15:1 

18, 21.  Sermon Title: “The Song of Moses.” 

The Song of Moses is recognized as one of the oldest, most radical, and most          

important songs in the Hebrew Scriptures.  It expresses crucial themes of Israel’s faith 

that continued to influence the way they perceived God.  The song articulates of the 

classic story of liberation, with Israel moving from the world of Pharaoh’s oppression to 

the safe land of promise.  There are undercurrents of creation liturgy, which portrays 

God’s victory over the powers of chaos and the forming of the earth as a safe and    

ordered place for life.  

Sunday, July 14th, 10:00 AM - Songs of the Summer Series; Scripture: 2 Samuel 

1:17-27.  Sermon Title:  “The Song of the Bow.”  

In this song David laments over the death of Saul and Jonathan in a powerful and    

passionate piece of poetry.  It reflects the genuine grief David had for Saul, a person 

whom he had mentored under for a long time, and Jonathan, a person whom David 

loved deeply.  The song marks a deep, precious, and hurtful moment of public grief in 

the life of Israel.  The song is unique in that it gives the community of Israel the time 

and space through which it can treasure the lives of Saul and Jonathan and begin to 

consider how it will move forward.   

Sunday, July 21st, 10:00 AM - Songs of the Summer Series; Scriptures: Psalm 51.  

Sermon Title: “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God.” 

In this Psalm David has committed adultery with Bathsheba and has murdered, by 

proxy, her husband, Uriah.  His response is to cry to God for mercy, for the blotting 

out of his transgressions, and for thorough cleansing.  He asks God to create a clean 

heart and to renew a right spirit within him.  David knows that the consequences of 

coming back to God are restoration and renewal. The joy of God’s salvation will also  

be restored and he will be upheld by God.  

Sunday, July 28th, 10:00 AM - Songs of the Summer Series; Scripture: Revelation 

5:9-14.  Sermon Title: “And They Sang A New Song.” 

The scroll was a first-century symbol for a news bulletin from heaven announcing 

God's purpose for history.  No one was found worthy to open the scroll, except John, 

who wept because as long as the scroll remained sealed, no word of hope would come 

to the   troubled churches in Asia Minor.  For all John knew the Roman Empire would 

have the last word in the struggle between church and state. The hope for a royal  

Messiah who will rule on earth has always existed in the church.  



   

 

Greetings First United Protestant Church, 

During the month of June we had a handful of  people 

who experienced illness and had stays in the hospital.  I 

want our church family to know that I am here to      

support you through those moments if you need me.  If 

there is a particular way you need me to support you 

during that time please let me know.  This will look     

different for everyone of course.  Some will want me to 

just visit, others will want me to stay for a while, there 

are those who would prefer to be alone, some may need 

to talk through a difficult life situation, or maybe there is 

a spiritual tradition, such as Holy Communion, that would 

be comforting to you.  I want to support you in whatever 

way you would need, and respect your need for privacy 

as well.  Above all, know that I am here for you, even during these not so pleasant 

moments of life. 

This July I will be doing a 4-week sermon series called “Songs of the Summer”, in 

which I will preach on four different songs found throughout the Scriptures.  There are 

at least 185 songs found throughout the Bible, with 150 of those being found in the 

book of Psalms.  These songs could be categorized as prayers, chants, poems, history, 

and even prophecy that were sang by our   earliest ancestors.  Other songbooks in the 

Bible include the Song of Solomon, which is an epic love song, and Lamentations, 

which is set of songs mourning the fall of Jerusalem.  There are even some songs that 

are named in certain  biblical texts, but have never been found among all the     

manuscripts that have been recovered.  It is my hope that the songs I preach on this 

month will reveal something new about God that could make a difference in your life. 

Over the last two months we worked on a project to obtain updated contact             

information and hear where congregants have a desire to serve in the life of the 

church.  We have already began to use that information to broaden the ways in which 

one might serve on Sunday morning during worship.  As you will see from the newly 

designed monthly worship participation worksheets, there is also more ways to serve 

on Sunday.  We hope to get the new b1 Platform system up and running late this  

summer or early fall.  As we begin to migrate directory information we may contact 

you in the weeks ahead to verify whether the information we have on file is current.   

In The Name of Truth, Life, and Love: 

A Monthly Message from the Pastor 



   

 
We have a few events to look forward to this month that are coming up.  The first is 

on Sunday July 14th we will hold a small memorial service during worship to honor our 

loved ones who have passed, and the grief that we have endured over those losses.  

As part of the memorial service we will each light candles and read the names of our 

loved ones out loud.  If you would like the name of your loved one to be read out loud 

please fill out the form being  inserted in the bulletins or contact the church office by 

Wednesday July 10th.   

On Saturday July 20th from 9:00am to 12:00pm the Youth Group is looking to create a 

painted rock garden somewhere on the campus grounds.  They also want to repaint 

the stones around the church campus that were once painted white over 10 years ago.  

We are looking for volunteers to help plan this event for the Youth Group to help make 

it a success.  It is my hope that the area we select may eventually turn into a      

meditation garden of some kind in the future.  This event will also coincide with our 

normal monthly church workday.  Last month volunteers gathered to clean the choir 

room, which now looks spectacular!  This month those attending will look to clean and 

organize the flower room and kitchen.  Each month we gather together, we are taking 

small steps toward the beautification and renewal of our campus grounds.   

The church has also started working on drafting a set of emergency procedures and 

protocols to follow in the event an emergency should arise on the campus grounds.  

During the month of June the Hilo Fire Department walked our  campus grounds to 

look for potential hazards, and even offered to review are emergency procedures.    

After their visit, we are purchasing new fire extinguishers and emergency medical kits 

to replace the expired ones we had.  We also have an application out with Hilo Medical 

Center for an AED which would be mounted in the narthex.  Inside of our emergency 

procedures we are looking to list a set of first responders called the “medical response 

team”, which would be a list of people who have nursing or medical experience.  If you 

be interested in having your name listed, or would be interested in serving on the 

Emergency Response Committee please contact me or the church office.  We hope to 

have completed procedures by the end of this month that will be placed near all the 

exits of the church.  

While I was on paternity leave I received notice from the Pension Boards of the United 

Church of Christ that I was accepted into the Next Generation Leadership Initiative 

(NGLI) program.  As you may remember from a previous newsletter, this is a program 

that is offered to pastors experiencing their first call, who demonstrate great potential 

and have a long-term commitment to congregational ministry.  This is a six year    

program that will give me the  opportunity to hone skills and gifts, and practice these 

skills in ways that may   enhance congregational vitality and outreach.  I will look to 

the church to be open to trying new ideas that come out of our cohort groups and 

studies.  I want to thank the church in advance for their support in my ability to     

participate in this program. 



   

 

 

  There are some exciting things coming up in the near future that I wanted to let the 

congregation know about.  The first is that upon my research and inquiries our church 

has never had an altar cross.  A Koa Wood altar cross was designed and made for our 

church recently by Kele Oda, who is the husband of our  administrative assistant, Chris 

Oda.  You may recall that Kele is the same person who has worked on the wooden 

signs out front and near the road of our church.  The altar cross is going to be unveiled 

and dedicated to our church on August 25th.  The altar cross is being dedicated on this 

day in honor of Kele’s children and grandchildren.  It is also being dedicated on this 

day in part that it is a Kosraean Sunday, and I want the cross to stand as a symbol of 

our commitment to being in unity with the body of Christ. 

The second is that in September I will begin an 8-week book study group on “The   

Universal Christ” by Richard Rhor.  Richard Rhor, comes out of the contemplative    

tradition of Christianity, and is one of the world’s most influential spiritual thinkers.  He 

calls his new, and what will be his last book, the capstone of all that he has believed 

and tried to teach throughout a lifetime of ministry.  The group will meet on Tuesdays 

from 6:00pm to 7:30pm in the narthex.  There will be a cost for the book and a     

suggested love offering to cover the cost of utilities over the 8 weeks we meet         

together.  Our last class together will end in a fellowship meal.  As we near the end of 

July we will begin taking orders for the book and signing people up for the book study. 

Lastly, the church council is planning a visioning retreat on Saturday October 12th, 

from 9:00am to 4:00pm.  I want to announce right away that this visioning retreat is 

open to everyone in our church.  At the visioning retreat we will look to discuss     

short-term (1-2 years) and long-term (3-5 years) goals that the church would like to 

achieve.  At the visioning retreat I want to begin to formulate what the church is    

passionate about, and what the church sees as it’s purpose and mission.  Part of    

helping those who attend the visioning retreat accomplish this is getting input from the 

congregation.  In other words, everyone’s voice matters.  Please begin thinking about 

who this church is, what you’d like to see this church be passionate about, and the   

direction you’d like to see the church go in its future.  During the month of September 

we will look to host two open discussion meetings after worship.  At these meetings we 

want to brainstorm ideas, thoughts, statements, or values that are important to us as 

a church.  I want to then take those to the visioning retreat for us to discuss and begin 

making a plan for the church’s future might look like.   

Peace and Blessings, 

-Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 

 



   

 First Church Happenings… 

 

 

 

On Saturday June 8th members 

of the church gathered for a church 

workday.  For nearly 4 hours they 

worked to cleanup the church’s 

choir room.  Several bags of rubbish 

were discarded, and the choir room 

now looks spectacular!  The church 

plans to continue these small  

cleanups each month, with the 

flower room and kitchen being next.  

On Sunday June 16th the church 

celebrated Father’s Day.  On that 

day congregants placed pictures of 

their father or a father-like figure 

on the altar.  After worship a BBQ 

was hosted by Sali Queja and    

several members of the church who 

cooked and prepared the meal.  



   

 
 

 

 

What Is Pastor Chris Reading 

Right Now?  Right now I am  

reading a book that was given to me 

in 2013, but had never taken the 

time to read.  It is called “How Then, 

Shall We Live?” by Wayne Mueller.  

Wayne Mueller is a therapist,       

minister, community advocate, and 

public speaker.  In his book he       

interweaves contemplations, poems, 

and teachings to awaken an inner 

sense of wholeness and guidance 

that is believed to already lie within 

us.  He takes a deeper look and     

explores perceived deficiencies so 

that we can focus on our strengths.   

I have found the book to be a break 

from a lot of heady reading, and an 

opportunity to focus on the health of 

the inner self.  Pick this up if your 

needing to create some space in your 

life for self-renewal. Who Will Be Offering Gifts of 

Special Music This Upcoming 

Month?   

July 7th - Joanne Pocsidio & Doug 

Albertson 

July 14th - Michael Russell &    

Michael Springer 

July 21st - Richard Alger 

July 28th - Kosraean                                                  

   Congregation 



   

 

  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Sheldon Asejo                       Mike Gardner                       
Maria Valido & the Queja Family     Michael Russell 
Doris Toma                      Lei Semana & Family                                                 
Rev. Nixon & Fay Jack                         Marlo & Ella Fontanilla  
Aulani Humphers        Royal Solmerin 
Janet Lang                                             Rev. Richard Alger  
Cori Dela Cruz         Desiree Family  
Eilen Gertz  Family 
     
              
 

       Happy July Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

 

 Phoebe Wyatt (1st)    Karena Solmerin-Asejo( 3rd) 

  Rachel Castro (12th)                          Jade Iokepa (12th)  

  Drenzen Queddeng (12th)     Barbara Thurston (14th) 

             Benjamin Wyatt (135h)                                  Chad Wasserman (23rd) 

             Faye Persson (23rd)     Debra Payao (25th) 

              McArthur Tumaneng (25th)                          Crystal Ha’a (25th) 

             Sheldon Asejo (30th)               Eric Wyatt (31st) 



   

 

                                 Food & Fun  

 

             COCOA MOCHI 
                                                  from the kitchen of Hazel Takemoto 
 
2C mochiko   1 (12oz) can evaporated milk 
13/4 C sugar   1 (12oz.) can coconut milk 
3T ground cocoa  1/4 C butter or margarine, melted 
1T baking soda   2 eggs 
  
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Grease 9x13 inch pan.  In a large bowl, combine all ingredients and mix well.  Pour 
into pan and bake 1 hour.  Cool before cutting. Makes 24 servings. 
    
                                                    All recipes from Heirlooms from our Church Family, 1998. 
 
 



   

                          

 

 

 

 

 

July 2019 

Sunday June 14th - Memorial Service during worship 

Saturday June 20th - Youth Group Painted Rock Garden/Church Workday from 
9:00am to 12:00pm 

Monday July 29th to Friday August 2nd - Rev. Christopher will be in Cleveland Ohio for 
the Next Generation Leadership Initiative (NGLI).   

August 2019 
Sunday August 25th - Koa Wood Altar Cross will be dedicated to the church. 

September 2019 
Sunday September 1st - Confirmation Classes Begin 

Tuesday September 3rd - “The Universal Christ” book study begins 

Sunday September 8th - Open Discussion Meeting after worship  

Sunday September 29th - Open Discussion Meeting after worship 

October 2019 

Saturday October 12th - Visioning Retreat from 9:00am to 4:00pm 

 
  
  

 

Please mark your          

calendar for these         

important upcoming 

events! 



   

 

 

Worship Participation for July 2019 
 

 

Greeters 
July 7 Daveyion Simmons & Shanel Simmons 

July 14 Dusty Cardines & Daveyion Simmons 

July 21 Gail Kagawa & Shanel Simmons 

July 28 Gwynn Sosa & Betty Nekoba 

   

 

Offertory Ushers 
July 7 Gwynn Sosa & Dusty Cardines 

July 14 Gail Kagawa & Daveyion Simmons 

July 21 Daveyion Simmons & Royalyn Solmeirn 

July 28 Betty Nekoba & Dusty Cardines 

 

 

 

Lay Readers 
July 7 Gail Kagawa 

July 14 Daveyion Simmons 

July 21 Richard Alger 

July 28 Danny Dizon 

 

 

Acolyte 
July 7 Shanel Simmons 

July 14 Cori Dela Cruz 

July 21 Tyler Dela Cruz 

July 28   Jun Alokea 

 

 

Coffee Hour Teams 
July 7 Letti Agag & Jane McLean 

July 14 Gwynn Sosa & Betty Nekoba 

July 21 Debbie Sasan & Bob Ahia 

July 28 Kosraean Fellowship 

 

 

 

      

  

Communion Preparation 
July 7 Debbie Sasan 

       

Communion Servers 
Betty Nekoba, Royalyn Solmerin, Bob Ahia & 
Joanne Pocsidio 

 

 

 

       

Special Events & 
Worship Services 

 

 

 

Altar Decorations 
July 7 Flowers Faye Persson “In Memory of 
Richard Queja, and Vicente and Isabella 
Lacanaria” 

 

 

If you are unable to be at church 
on the Sunday you are scheduled 
to participate, please find a 
substitute and let the office know 
as soon as possible so we may 
print their name in the worship 
bulletin.  Thank you! 
 


