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Beloved of First United Protestant Church, 

 

For many of you it has been at least five months since we have last seen each other, and I can 

easily say without a doubt that, “I miss you.”  I miss seeing your face on Sundays, checking in 

with you during our fellowship hour, and the gift that your presence has been to me since I 

arrived here as your Pastor.  We have had more joyful moments than I can count, but who would 

have ever thought that in my second year of ministry we would be facing a worldwide pandemic 

together.  Certainly not me, I can assure you of that. 

 

When the pandemic first started, we decided to suspend our public worship services and social 

distance from each other in the hope of slowing the spread of the Coronavirus.  The State of 

Hawaii saw huge results because most people did their part, and our State had some of the lowest 

rates of transmission seen across the country.  Other parts of the country were not able to do this 

as successfully and their communities were negatively impacted by the virus.  I am grateful that 

we have not seen the same type of mass community spread locally.    

 

The success we have had has allowed the State to slowly reopen, and the question has been 

asked, “Are we going to reopen the church?”  The church council and I wrestled with this 

question at our council meeting in June, and after much discussion we decided not to reopen the 

church for public worship at this time.  The truth is, there were several factors and influences that 

went into making the decision we made.  Among the many concerns that led us to keep public 

worship suspended were: 

1. We do not have set of detailed procedures to execute the phased reopening plan that was 

distributed in late May. 

2. We have had few volunteers come forward who are willing to be trained and regularly 

committed to helping the church reopen each Sunday.   

3. We remain uncertain of how and who would properly disinfect and sanitize the worship 

space after use on Sunday. 

4. How the current recorded worship experience being received through YouTube might be 

diminished for those who decided to remain home during this time. 

5. The spike of COVID-19 cases that are happening in cities throughout the United States as 

reopening occurs. 

6. The possibility of a surge of COVID-19 cases happening locally as inter-island, out-of-

state, and international travel begins. 



7. The commitment we hold as followers of Christ, to look out for the greater good, safety, 

and well-being of all God’s people. 

Today I met with the Fire Department’s COVID-19 Task Force, the group that have been 

assigned by our County with educating businesses about best practices and mandated 

requirements for reopening.  The information I received from them is going to be taken to a 

committee that is forming to work on drafting a set of detailed procedures for volunteers and our 

congregation to follow for when we do decide to reopen.  If you would be interested in 

participating on this committee or in being a volunteer to help on Sundays, please let me know. 

The church council and I will review the drafted procedures in July or August and make the final 

preparations needed for reopening the church by September.  At that time, the church council 

will meet to discuss reopening for public worship in October.  Unless a vaccine is created and 

readily available, the month of October is the earliest date we have for possibly returning to 

Sunday worship.  However, the decision to reopen in October will be dependent on whether we 

have everything that is needed in place and what is happening at that time. 

By the time October rolls around it will have been seven months since we have seen each other 

or had public worship together.  As our time apart continues to grow from weeks to months my 

increasing concern is that your spiritual and pastoral care needs are being met.  My ask to you 

over these next few months, and as the pandemic continues, is to please let me know what you 

might need during this time that would spiritually feed you or help maintain the sense of 

community we felt together on Sundays. 

We have made great strides since mid-March to make sure we are reaching out and staying 

connected with everyone.  We have a newsletter that is emailed out each week with information 

about what is happening at the church, along with faith-based content and educational 

opportunities.  Our Sunday worship services are sent out by email on Sundays mornings and can 

be viewed anytime on YouTube.  Even if you do not use a computer, I am willing to mail you a 

hard copy of the sermon and liturgy upon request.  While these are all great ways to stay 

connected, I do understand that they will never replace the in-person worship we experience 

together.   

As we move forward together over these next few months, and through these unprecedented 

times, please know that I love you and I am only a phone call away.  It is my call to serve you 

and be there for you in whatever way I can. 

Peace and Blessings, 

 
Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 

First United Protestant Church 

revchrisfupc@gmail.com 

(808)935-5914  
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