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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Ordinary Time we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us 

as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with 

the Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early    

missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society 

in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. 

That’s why the church exists and why you belong.         

                                     August 2018 

                          Return Service Requested 
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Sermon Themes for August & September 

August 5       Its Just Not Fair                 Luke 15.25-32 

The older brother had an issue with his younger brother’s party.  Their father wanted to celebrate the return of 
his wayward son who had returned home.  He threw a party to end all parties. The older brother, who played by 
the rules, working hard on the farm, remaining with the father… felt diminished and disrespected.  It happens to 
us all when we feel like we’re being used, or taken advantage of, or treated with disrespect.  What can we learn 
from this family that will help us deal with life’s injustices in a healthier way? 

August 12    God’s Outrageous Grace          Matthew 20.1-16 

In Jesus’ parable, some people worked all day in the hot sun for  a day’s wage.  Other people arrived an hour  
before quitting time and got paid the same!  Say what???  I’d be outraged.  Wouldn’t you?  Such outrageous 
grace is hard for us to understand and harder to accept.  Welcome to God’s Grace.  In reality, we’re all the 
worker who showed up late and received more than we deserved.   

August 19     Living With Weeds          Matthew 13.24-30 

A weed is a good plant that is in the wrong place at the wrong time.  Corn and sunflowers are considered weeds 
in a bean field!   Keeping yards and gardens weed free seems futile at times.  Weeds in our lives take up valuable 
energy and space and diminish the “good” growth that we try to cultivate.   How can we manage the “weeds” 
that come up so easily, while nourishing the beautiful plants that make life worthwhile and beautiful?  

August 26       Love Is Hard Work              I Corinthians 13 

The Love Chapter, one of the most beloved of all Bible passages, has carried many people through difficult and 
dark places when they were ready to give up.  Love is not always easy or fun.  Loving another sometimes takes us 
to the edge of our will and sanity.  But in the end, there’s nothing more powerful than this kind of love that   
transcends everything that would destroy it.   

September 2    What’s That In Your Hand?      Exodus 3.1-15, 4.1-5 

Moses was a senior citizen when God tapped him to deliver the Israelites from Egypt.  He came up with plenty of 
excuses for why he was the wrong choice.   God wasn’t having it.   God promised he would be with Moses and 
enable him to do what needed to be done.  Moses asked for proof.  God turned the stick in his hand into a snake!   
When we’re faced with difficult and fearsome challenges and we feel inadequate to the task, ask yourself 
“What’s in my hand that God can use?” and see what happens!  

September 9, 16, 23          The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6.9-13 

Every Sunday, we pray this prayer.   We know it by heart.   But sometimes, comforting as it may be, the prayer 
can become a mindless ritual of repetition that loses its meaning.  We’ll spend three weeks living with this prayer 
and dig into its images and words… given to us by Jesus himself, as a model for prayer.  He was responding to a 
request by his disciples, “Teach us to pray.”  This prayer is the result.     

 

 



Thinking Out Loud…  

   

Last Friday night, July 27, we celebrated our church’s 150th birthday!  What a party it was!  The sanctuary 
overflowed with gratitude and appreciation for our church and its journey since 1868.  There are photos     
elsewhere in this  newsletter… in case you weren’t there. 

 

By now, our members should be able to relate the outline of our history to anyone who asks.   The story was 
told in so many ways.  There was the eight- page insert in the Sunday, July 22 Tribune-Herald.  A video was 
shown during the  celebration that traced our beginnings to a farmer’s field in western Massachusetts in 1806.  
Photos of the four  buildings that are the Stations of Our Church were mounted on the columns on our lanai.  
And each Sunday in July, our worship focused on Our Firm Foundation… Music, Education, Service and    
Values.   

 

The planning began two years ago when Ray Stewart began collecting historical documents on the founding 
members.  He would have headed up the 150th Anniversary Committee, but his health deteriorated and he 
died in 2016.  I think he would have been very pleased with the celebration.  We dedicated the anniversary 
celebration to Ray.  He loved this church, and would often shed tears in church as we sang the hymns he and 
his parents loved.  

 

There are many people to thank who made the celebration a success.   On behalf of the planning committee, 
Michael Springer, Michael Russell, Joanne Pocsidio, Priscilla Kent and myself,  

 

Mahalo Nui Loa to:   

   

 Everyone who participated in the ecumenical choir… singers from the community who would do anything 
for Michael Springer and Kayleen Yuda at the organ.                                                                

 Bob Ahia and the food preparers and servers who helped with an elegant, classy and delicious pupu              
reception after the service;        

 KTA for donating 8 rolls of sushi for the event; Barbara Hanenburg who baked 200 brownies; Jeremy Agag 
who made his delicious lechon specialty. 

 The Haili Church Choir, our own children and the Kosraean Fellowship who blessed us with their voices. 

 Kilohano Hirano, Regional Director for Community Engagement and Resources for Kamehameha Schools, 
who read portions of the original charter approved by King Kamehameha V. 

 Betty Nekoba who donated the floral arrangement in the Narthex and decorated with candles                                                                                                                 
and Gwynn Sosa who made beautiful anthurium arrangements. 

 Jasmine Kupihea who wove a beautiful kukui lei with leaves picked by Kellen Kelson, Michael                                                  
Springer’s   son-in-law, to adorn the Birthday Candle lit by three descendants of Jane Shipman (missionary 
and charter member) in honor of the founding Charter Members. 

              Continued on next page... 



Thinking Out Loud… Thank You  con’t 

 Jerez Tehero who prepared a wonderful 8 minute video for our Vesper Service and             
Nader Shihata and Jerez who videoed the Vesper Service. 

 The Hawaii Tribune Herald who made it possible for us to publish the 8 page insert even 
though the advertising revenue was less than what was expected. 

 Chris Oda who managed the administrative tasks of paying bills, ordering music and other 
supplies, printing the  programs, and sending out 170 invitations. 

 Kele Oda who hung the Stations of the Church and their descriptive plaques. 

 Michael Springer who planned the music, gathered the singers, organized the program, and 
kept the planning  committee on track with excellent minutes and creative ideas that helped 
us to work efficiently.   

 I know there are more…    

A special Mahalo Nui Loa to Priscilla.  She brought a deeper meaning to our celebration.  She 
carried on when my flu limited me.  You can see her artistry everywhere.  Under great stress, she 
worked with humility, inspiration and grace.  My personal thanks to our Mama Kahu!   To God be 
the glory… 



        LIVING IN HARMONY 

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

We want to thank every one of you for taking part in First United Protestant Church 150th 
Anniversary Vesper Service Celebration. There's no doubt that it was a very special night. 
Thank you so much for being willing to participate and for making this experience such a 
special one for FUPC's history. 
Thanks again everyone for your commitment, donations of cola and water and most       
especially the beautiful voices shared. God's richest blessings to you! 
 
Serving Together, 
Pastu Nixon Jack, Pastu Danny Dizon, Nipastu Fay Jack  & Nipastu Tulpe Dizon 
    

 

 

  

 

 

 

Serving family and friends in style using this fabulous dinner plate. Deacon Dale-Bobby 
Skilling, his wife Metilda and their daughter Selia "Miss Future Utwe" put together a    
fabulous family dinner commemorating Utwe Day Celebration on Sunday, July 22, 2018.  
All from the HEART FILLED WITH ABUNDANT BLESSINGS:) 

Kosraean News 

FUNDRAISER BENEFITING KOSRAE HILO CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

                                    Chicken Plate w/drink $6.00 

                    Saturday, Aug. 18, 2018  12:00pm  - 2:00pm 

                           250 Ainaola Park, Hilo, HI  96720 



  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Sheldon Asejo                     Agnes Perreira        
Mike Gardner                     Margo Aguiar             
Maria Valido & the Queja Family    Michael Russell 
Doris Toma                     Lei Semana & Family                                                
Sylvia Hammer                                    David Lee 
Rev. Nixon & Fay Jack                        Marlo & Ella Fontanilla  
Aulani Humphers       Royal Solmerin 
Janet Lang                                             Esperanza Tolentino 
Cori Dela Cruz 

       Happy August Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

 

 

 

    Maulin Alokoa (3rd)       Danny Dizon (8th)      

    Jessie Gacula(11th)       Sally Queja (23rd)                               

    Shannylen Dayoan (24th)       Katherine Stormont (31st)                 

        

              



     

             Chicken MacNut Pesto Croissants 
                                                             From the kitchen of Priscilla Kent 
 
Boiled Chicken, chopped     Mayonaise 
Fresh Garlic, minced      Parsley flakes                     
Zesty Italian Dressing                              Chopped Macadamia Nuts 
Basil Pesto 
 
 
Mix chicken with all ingredients except pesto, to make a salad spread.   
Place in mini croissants (from Cost-U– Less).  Add basil pesto over the spread.  
Enjoy. 
   

Our church has many extra copies of the 8 page insert that ran in the July 22 Sunday 
Tribune-Herald?  If you would like an extra copy for  yourself or to send to a friend or 
family member you think may be interested, please get in touch with Chris at the 
church and arrange to pick one up at the  office.   

We will again participate in the annual Give Aloha campaign sponsored by Food-
land / Sack & Save stores?   It will run for one month – September.  All donations 
made during that month will be eligible for a matching donation from the sponsors 
based on the percentage of gifts received for our church.   



Vesper Service 

Julty27, 2018 

                 Dining area 

Choir beginning  ceremony       
Royal Charter on Display 

                     1  5  0 th  

          Anniversary sign! 

Guest Registry 

Before                                                            After                                                    

Beautification project...Mahalo Fay Jack & crew! 

          Founders Candle 



                           Planting of Azalea’s at Liliuokalani Garden 

Michael and Pastor Ron 

                                           Church Stations on the Lanai 

 Logo 

Mikeala and Pastor  Ron 

    Gwynn’s Bouquet 



For Your Calendar… 

 

150th Anniversary Homegrown Musical Celebration 

“Hawaii Island Suite” by Michael Springer, featuring 30 voice choir 

accompanied by professional orchestra and pipe organ. 

Sunday, September 23 from 2 — 4:30 p.m. 

 

 

In Celebration of the 150th Anniversary of Gannenmono 

(the arrival of first Japanese immigrants to Hawaii) 

Miki Takaki 

Concert Pianist 

Wednesday, October 3 at 7:00 p.m. 

 



The Na Wai Chamber Choir Concert 
In celebration of our 150th anniversary, the Na Wai Chamber Choir under the direction of 
Dr. Jace Kaholokula Saplan presented a memorable and inspiring choral concert on Satur-
day evening, July 28 here at First United Protestant Church.   A varied program of Hawai-
ian music combined with traditional chamber, spiritual and Gregorian compositions de-
lighted the audience that filled the sanctuary.  The Chamber Choir is dedicated to the pres-
ervation, propagation and innovation of Hawaiian choral and vocal music.   They arrived in 
Hilo from Molokai where they spent some time doing service projects in Kalaupapa and 
performing for the community. 

 

Dr. Saplan is a former student of our organist Michael Springer when he taught at Kame-
hameha School, Hawaii.  Dr. Saplan serves as the Director of Choral Activities and Assistant 
Professor of Music at the University of Hawaii, Manoa.  He holds the same appointment at 
Hamilton College (on leave for 2018-2019 academic year).  His research focuses on the per-
formance practice of Queen Lili`uokalani’s choral compositions; multicultural perspectives 
in the choral rehearsal and Native Hawaiian styling in music.  

 

 



                                                                                         
 “The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe” 

                                                                                                                                  Proverbs 18:10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FUPC Council meets every third Sunday of the month.  We will share with you current events that are          

happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on the Narthex bulletin board. 

 

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 

 

 Thank you to everyone who made our 150th Anniversary Vesper service such a joyous celebration.  A special 

thank you to the 150th anniversary committee members, Michael Springer, Joanne Pocsidio, Michael Russell, 

Rev. Ron Kent & Priscilla Kent.  They continue to put in countless hours of dedication and commitment to 

making this a memorable year for FUPC. 

 

 We are asking for your assistance in helping us support the Pearl Buck International pen pal mission. We 

currently send $75.00 per quarter to Raymark Gutierez Dela Cruz in the Philippines. Please consider donat-

ing funds you may receive from recycling, towards this mission.  Your donations will provide Raymark with 

food, school supplies and other basic needs. Please feel free to call the church office at 935-5914 if you 

would like more information regarding this mission or go to www.pearl buck.org. 

 

 We continue our Puna Partnership through the leadership of Gwynn Sosa, Missions Chairperson.   If you 

know of any families that have been impacted by the elements of Mother Nature, please contact the church 

office at 935-5914.  We would like to support these families in any way that we can.  Please continue to keep 

all of them in your daily prayers.                                                                                                                           

 The Pastoral Search Committee continues to meet regularly and is actively moving forward in the process of 

selecting a new Pastor.                                                                                                                                 

 Come join us every second Saturday of the month for Congregation Appreciation Day.  Bring the family, a 

friend and if possible a refreshment to share. Next congregation appreciation day will be August 11, 2018, 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.   

 

           Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your Council members suggestions, questions or concern           

that you would like to address in your church life.  You can also contact me at: debbiefupc@gmail.com 

 

God Bless You, 

  Debbie Sasan, 

   Moderator 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL KORNER 



   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 

 

He Walks with me and he Talks with me………... 

           SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION               

          August 2018 

   

 USHERS/GREETERS                         COMMUNION PREP 

  Betty Nekoba & Bobby-Dale Skilling           Joanne Pocsidio 

         

 

                     

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                          COMMUNION SERVERS 

Aug. 5     Kristel Tumaneng        Team 1:  Bob Ahia, Debbie Sasan, 

Aug. 12    Jeremy Agag                              Gail Kagawa & Jeremy Agag 

Aug. 19    Gail Kagawa                                   

Aug 26     Danny Dizon                         

  

     

  

 COFFEE HOUR                                          

Aug. 5     Royalyn Solmerin 

Aug. 12   Bob Ahia 

Aug. 19   Tumaneng Family 

Aug. 26    Kosraean Fellowship 

  

  

  

                    

    ACOLYTE 

 Phoebe Wyatt 

  Chara Palakoa~ Kosraean Acolyte on 4th  Sunday.(Aug. 26th)         

 

 


