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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

First United Protestant Church of Hilo is part of the greater United Church of Christ and was founded 

in 1868.  We were originally named the First Foreign Church, and were known early on for our        

hospitality and welcome to sailors who came to the Big Island of Hawaii.  Today, as a community of 

faith we are committed to the person of Jesus Christ, we are committed to being in unity with the 

Body of Christ, and we are committed to the work Christ calls us to in the world.  On Sunday’s we 

have meditation beginning at 9:50am and worship begins shortly after 10:00am. No matter who you 

are or wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!! 

 

            Sunday Morning Meditation                9:50 am 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 

 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 

 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 

 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 

             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

 
 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 

Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 
This is a place to BELONG… We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                

circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the                                                    
                  church exists and why you belong.           June 2019                                            

                          Return Service Requested 



   

 

First United Protestant Church of Hilo 

 Sermon Themes for June 2019 

Sunday, June 2nd, 10:00 AM - Seventh Sunday of Easter; Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 

12:12-13.  Sermon Title: “Spiritual Gifts.” 

On this Sunday Pastor Nixon Jack will serve as our guest preacher.  Pastor Nixon Jack has 

been a member of First United Protestant Church since 1984.  Over the years he has served 

in a variety of roles such as lay reader, Resource Chair, Caretaker, liturgist, property main-

tenance, and preacher.  Nixon Jack recently became a Member in Discernment In the Ha-

waii Conference Island Association, and is the Pastor of the Kosraean Church at FUPC. 

Sunday, June 9th, 10:00 AM - Pentecost Sunday; Scripture: John 14:8-17 (25-27).       

Sermon Title:  “Your Love Will Be Carried On.”  

Jesus’ teachings to the disciples here about love charts the continuation of his own life into 

the life of his followers.  Jesus lived out God’s love of him by keeping God’s      command-

ments, by making God known to the world, by loving fully, even to the extent of putting his 

life at risk.  Jesus’ union with God was not a private, mystical union, but a public love, first 

revealed to the world in the incarnation and repeatedly revealed in    Jesus’ words and 

works throughout his ministry.   

Sunday, June 16th, 10:00 AM - Trinity Sunday or First Sunday After Pentecost; 

Scriptures: Psalm 8.  Sermon Title: “To Be In Partnership with God’s Creation.” 

In this psalm the beauty and glory of God’s creation is brought into focus.  Our  inferiority 

and humanity is raised, which makes us contemplate where we stand in the order of God’s 

existence.  The psalmist, in an interesting twist, says that it is God who has given humanity 

the task of overseeing creation.  The Psalmist finishes as they had started, by focusing on 

God and the beauty and wonder of God’s creation throughout all the earth.  

Sunday, June 23rd, 10:00 AM - Second Sunday After Pentecost; Scripture: Luke 

8:26-39.  Sermon Title: “Tell Others What Jesus Has Done For You.” 

In this scripture Jesus liberates a tomb-dwelling savage man who is naked and out of con-

trol as a long-term victim of demon possession.  Jesus casts the demons into a herd of pigs 

which consequently rush down the hill into the water and are drowned.  The inhabitants of 

the region urge Jesus to leave.  They are afraid when they see God at work.  The newly   

liberated man now sits quietly, properly clothed, and in his right mind. Jesus tells him to go 

home and tell his folks what God has done for him.  

Sunday, June 30th, 10:00 AM - Third Sunday after Pentecost; Scripture: Luke 9:51-

62.  Sermon Title:  TBA 

While traveling to Jerusalem, a Samaritan village refuses to receive Jesus.  When James 

and John witness this they want Jesus to emulate Elijah by calling down fire on its inhabi-

tants.  Jesus rebukes them and emphasizes that He has come to save.  In another village 

two people express a superficial desire to follow Jesus, and he teaches that sacrifice is part 

of following him.  This must take priority over all our desire for comfort and over all our 

family ties.  The follower of Christ must look ahead, not dwell on the past.  



   

 

 On May 14th my first son was born into the 

world, and in a single moment my life was changed 

forever.  I will never forget the sound of his first 

cries, the feel of his hand wrapped around my index 

finger and being mesmerized looking down at this 

new life I helped to create in my arms.  Over these 

past three weeks it has been incredible to watch him 

change from day to day, and experience sights, 

sounds, and the feel of things for the first time.  I 

have experienced such joy watching him smile as he 

sleeps, and even frustration in not knowing how to 

calm him from crying at times.  And as many of you 

know, all these experiences do not come without  

being a little sleep deprived.  Lol!  I am extremely grateful for these past three 

weeks of needed time to support my wife in her recovery and bond with the 

baby as he begins to adjust to his new world.   

 When I do think about my new son and the growing pains he will be going 

through in the months and years ahead, I can not help but think about our 

church.  Since first arriving it has been an exciting time being the new Pastor.  

It has been easy to imagine the opportunity before us and all that we might do 

as we journey together in the years ahead.  However, I know that the future 

changes we decide to make, when we do, and the possible revitalization we 

might experience, will not come without some growing pains.  The growing 

pains I am referring to will likely be experienced as things such as discarding 

old ways of how we have done things, being brave enough to try new things we 

have never done before, taking leaps of faith into unchartered territories of  

ministry, and the realization that not everyone will agree in the same way or be 

happy about the directions we might decide to take. 

 As we go through or confront these growing pains it is important to       

remember the United Church of Christ’s commitment to covenant.  It is a    

commitment that through our various expressions, relation to others, and     

collaborations for ministry we remain united and strive to walk together in all 

God’s ways.  Covenants act as a promise or agreement that we will stay        

In The Name of Truth, Life, and Love: 

A Monthly Message from the Pastor 



   

 
together and work through our disagreements because we are committed to  

doing something far greater together than we could ever do apart.  This is why 

qualities such as understanding, listening, and forgiveness are such valued    

virtues in the spiritual practices of Christian faith.  As people of faith we should 

have a deep desire to continue to come to Christ’s table, over and over again, 

to hold sacred conversations and work on our differences while remaining united 

to the body of Christ. 

 Later this year it is my hope to hold a visioning retreat with the members 

of the church council.  During the visioning retreat we will look to prioritize short

-term goals for the next 1-2 years and long-term goals for the next 3-5 years.  

The 150th anniversary committee got a great start in doing this by outlining 

several initiatives, or ideas, that would enhance the church’s presence and    

service to the community.  Some of these initiatives, such as refurbishing and 

restoring the pipe organ, are already underway and important to those we share 

our sacred worship space with.  Other initiatives that have been listed will take 

more time and prayerful consideration before moving forward with. 

 During the visioning retreat I want to discuss who we are as a church, by 

beginning to form a vision and mission statement.  If we have one, it is far   

outdated.  I also want to discuss concrete goals the church might have, such as 

going through conversations about becoming an Open & Affirming Church,    

cultivating a specific ministry the church holds passions for, or developing some 

of our property so that we might further a particular ministry.  I want to make 

sure that we work to receive input from everyone at the church, and that all 

those who are part of our church can say they had the opportunity share their 

voice in this process.  Over the coming months we will be looking for ways to do 

this. 

 The church is working on an important project to update everyone’s     

contact information and what ministries congregants have a desire to serve to 

support the work of the church.  It is crucial that everyone, even if there is not 

a desire to serve anywhere at this time, fills out these forms so we can update 

our directory information and begin to update our membership lists.  This     

project will also help with the implementation and cost of the b1 platform, which 

is a new communications technology that our church decided to adopt and will 

begin using later this year.  The church is also working on proposals that will 

support the Christian education of our children on Sundays, and the adoption of 

emergency procedures should an emergency arise on the grounds of the church 

campus.  Look for more information about our progress in completing these 



   

 

 

  

projects in the months ahead.   

 During our last council meeting, Pastor Nixon Jack was voted to be        

received as a Member in Discernment (MID) at our church.  One enters into 

Member in Discernment status after they have been a member of the church for 

at least one year and have expressed interest in pursuing ordination in the 

United Church of Christ.  When someone enters into Member in Discernment 

status, they go through the process of evaluating their gifts for ministry, 

whether or not they have been called to serve in ministry, and what path       

toward ordained ministry is best for them.  Pastor Nixon will be working with a 

committee that will be formed here at our church and the Committee on       

Ministry of the Hawaii Island Association.  He has also been gifted a scholarship 

by the Hawaii Conference to attend the 32nd General Synod in Milwaukee    

Wisconsin in June. 

 I decided not to attend the ‘Aha Makua in Honolulu early this month since 

the baby was just born and I have family coming in town.  I am looking to      

attend the clergy breakfast on June 1st to meet the prospective new Conference 

Minister, Rev. David Popham.  Communion Sunday has been moved to June 

9th, and I am asking folks to wear their best and flashiest red for Pentecost 

Sunday.  On Father’s Day at our church I am asking everyone who is          

comfortable and willing to bring a framed picture of their father or a father-like 

figure to be placed on our worship altar.  Also, that day there will be a BBQ   

following worship that will be hosted and coordinated by Sali Queja.  She has 

asked that folks bring drinks and a desert                   

to share.  You will also notice that we have 

expanded some of our volunteer roles, such 

as coffee hour teams and different people 

serving as greeters and ushers.  There have 

also been some changes to the order of    

worship as well. 

 I look forward to coming back from   

paternity leave and walking with you         

together in what I hope will be the rebirth of 

First United Protestant Church. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 



   

 First Church Happenings… 

 

 

 

On May 5th Cori and Tyler Dela Cruz offered the special gift of 

music.  The gift of music was a hula dance that was adapted from  

Tyler’s recent performance as Princess Ka‘iulani in a local play called 

“The Last Princess”.  Photo taken by Carolyn Lee. 

On May 12th for Mother’s Day handmaid crafts were given to all the 

mothers in attendance during worship.  The crafts were made the    

previous week during Sunday School under the direction of Gwynn 

Sosa.   Photo taken by June Dela Cruz. 



   

 First Church Happenings…continued 

 

 
Pictured here on 

Mother’s Day is Sali 

Queja, Ella Fontanilla, 

and Jessie Gacula.  

These women hosted 

a special fellowship 

meal to honor all the 

mothers in              

attendance.  The meal 

was so good that    

Father’s Day BBQ is 

being planned for 

June. Photo taken by 

June Dela Cruz. 

On the evening of May 14th Rev. Christopher and Akeera’s first son 

together, Carter Glen Czarnecki, was born at Hilo Medical Center.  He 

weighted 6lbs. 12oz., and was 19 1/2 inches long. 



   

 
 

 

 

What Is Pastor Chris Reading 

Right Now?  After our last council 

meeting Betty Nekoba and Rev. 

Christopher did some digging to    

discover that Titus Coan was the first 

Pastor of the First Foreign Church or 

what is now First United Protestant 

Church of Hilo from March 1863 to 

May 1869.  Rev. Christopher began 

reading Titus Coan’s autobiography 

“Life in Hawaii” to learn more about 

his early missionary journey and his 

first impressions upon coming to Hilo.  

In the book Titus Coan describes the 

beauty of the Hilo area, his           

encounters with the Lymans and 

Wetmores, and can be perceived in 

some ways as a progressive.  Below 

are two pictures of the book records 

here at our church. Photo’s taken by 

Christopher Czarnecki. 



   

 
 

 

 

 

Who Will Be Offering Gifts of 

Special Music This Upcoming 

Month?   

 June 2nd - Ben Wyatt 

 June 9th - Michael Russell &  

                     Michael Springer 

 June 16th - Fay Jack 

 June 23rd - Kosraean Church 

 June 30th - Karena Asejo  

If you have not filled out and returned the form included in the 

worship bulletins to update your contact information please 

contact the church office or write in with the following           

information so that we can update our church directory: 

Name:_________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:__________________________________________ 

Email Address:__________________________________________ 

If there is a particular area where you feel called to serve at 

the church (greeter, usher, liturgist, peace and justice, etc.) 

please write or explain that below: 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 



   

 

 Proudly Presenting our Kosraean Graduates   All photo’s taken by Fay  Jack.  

         

        

    

   
 

 

 

 

It is a long road to graduation from elementary school for students. Most of us start out at kindergarten with 

big dreams, but the older we get, the quicker those dreams turn to the reality of life. Life at school can be 

hard for anyone. There is so much pressure on young people to do well during their studies as society tells us 

we need good grades to get good jobs. Having great grades gets you into the best colleges, and with the right 

degree, you can pretty much walk into any job. There is security in that approach, but it’s not the only way 

to get by in life, and not everyone is destined to be a heart surgeon or rocket scientist. There is life after 

school for everyone, but while we’re there, it can get pretty intense. Not only is there pressure to keep up 

with your classmates, but often parents have unrealistic expectations for their children. 

That’s why, when someone goes all the way through school and gets that graduation certificate at the end, it 

really is worth celebrating. 

Congratulations Mitchigolani Dizon, Shamie Gibson & Kayla Alokoa  
 

A Hui Hou Lisies Nithan 
 

However he continues to support, and worked under my  

supervision, nevertheless for that, Pastor Nixon will always be grateful. 

Lisies Nithan aka "Uncle," we thank you for sharing the vision  

of an integrated community and for being so incredibly supportive.  

You understood what we were trying to achieve and helped make  

it possible. Your generous gifts of time, expertise and  

dedication are deeply appreciated. 

It is with a heavy heart we say "Good Bye". Thank you on behalf of  

First United Protestant Church, Kosrae Hilo Congregational Church, 

Christian Endeavor, and community for we know as you cross that  

bridge it's a vision for only you to have a brighter future."  

Stay Blessed, 

Pastor Nixon and Nipastu Fay Jack 

 

       

 

  

 

     

      

 

 

     Positive outcome  
    They were able to grow in their faith, 

    experience a new lifestyle in Lana'i 

    and serve God all at the same time. 

    Mission A~C~C~O~M~P~L~I~S~H~E~D 

 

Kosraean News 
          

   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

   

 

   

              

  

 

  

 

 

 
  

 
  



   

 

  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Sheldon Asejo                       Mike Gardner                       
Maria Valido & the Queja Family     Michael Russell 
Doris Toma                      Lei Semana & Family                                                 
Rev. Nixon & Fay Jack                         Marlo & Ella Fontanilla  
Aulani Humphers        Royal Solmerin 
Janet Lang                                             Rev. Richard Alger  
Cori Dela Cruz         Desiree Family  
Eilen Gertz  Family 
     
              
 

       Happy June Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

 

 Jeremy Agag (1st)    Magie Galdones (3rd) 

  Shigeru Kataoka (5th)               Jeremy Taylor (7th)  

  Eva Mally Esau (10th)     Maile Wasserman (12th) 

             Fay Jack (13th)                                              Rosemarie Esau (13th) 

             Sephine Dizon (19th)     Kristel Tumaneng ( 20th) 

              Darren Dela Cruz (23rd)                               June Dela Cruz (27th) 



   

 

                                 Food & Fun  

 

             Seven Ingredient Tortilla Chip Salad 
                                                              from the kitchen of Kim Springer 
 
1 can kidney beans, rinsed and drained  1 8oz. Pkg shredded sharp cheddar cheese 
1 8oz bottle Catalina dressing                               1 can of olives, sliced and drained 
1 red onion , diced                                                      2 tomatoes. Diced and  draomed 
1 red bell pepper, diced                                             1 pkg. tortilla chips 
 
Mix all ingredients except chips.  Chill.  Use chips whole to scoop salad or crush chips and sprinkle under or     
over individual servings.        
      
 
    All recipes from Heirlooms from our Church Family, 1998. 



   

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 

Saturday, June 1st— Piano Master Class 10 am to 12pm. 

Sunday, June 9th - Pentecost Sunday (wear red!) and Rev. Christopher returns 

Sunday, June 16th - Father’s Day (bring a picture of your Father!) & BBQ Fellowship 

Sunday, June 21st-25th - 32nd General Synod in Milwaukee Wisconsin 

Sunday, June 23rd - Church Council Meeting 11:30am (following worship) 

Tuesday, June 25th - 62nd Anniversary of the United Church of Christ 

Sunday, June 30th - Open & Affirming Sunday  

 

July 
Saturday, July 20th - Painted Rock Garden (Youth Group Project) & Church Work Day 

Monday July 29th - August 2nd - Rev. Christopher will be in Cleveland Ohio for NGLI 

 

 
  
  

 

Please mark your          

calendar for these         

important upcoming 

events! 



   

 

                   Council Korner 

                                       An Announcement from your Moderator 

                                “ Be the change you wish to see in the world” 

                                                           Mahatma Gandhi 

 

Dear Members & Friends of First United Protestant Church 

As I reviewed the last newsletter it was clear to me that our settled Pastor is doing a fine 

job in communicating what is happening in the life of the church.   Moving forward, I will 

not be writing a Council Korner in the monthly newsletter.  The Church Council will con-

tinue our communication with you by posting the meeting minutes in the Narthex, an-

nouncements in the Sunday Worship Bulletin, through written correspondence and occa-

sionally through the monthly newsletter.  

Two important decisions the Council approved recently was a proposal in  April to repair 

and restore the pipe organ.  The total cost for this project is estimated to be approximately 

$105K.  Michael Springer and the Organ Committee are working on a grant from the Ather-

ton Foundation to help subside a portion of this expense.  Another proposal was approved 

in May to use the b1 Platform, which is a communications technology that is being offered 

to churches across the Hawaii Conference.  It is our hope that the platform will pay for itself 

as it helps us to simplify our current communication processes and reach new members. 

Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your Council members suggestions, 

questions or concern  that you would like to address in your church life.  You can also     



   

 

   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 

 

He Walks with me and he Talks with me………... 

           SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION               

          June 2019 

 USHERS/GREETERS                       COMMUNION PREP 

Phoebe Wyatt & Dusty Cardines                   Joanne Pocsidio 

 

      OFFERTORY USHERS 

Gail Kagawa & Betty Nekoba       

                     

  LITURGISTS LAY READERS                          COMMUNION SERVERS 

 June 2    Royalyn Solmerin   June Dela Cruz             

 June 9          Jeremy Agag    Royalyn Solmerin                           

 June 16        Betty Nekoba    Phoebe Wyatt 

 June 23     Danny Dizon    Tyler Dela Cruz 

 June 30        Tyler Dela Cruz             

  

COFFEE HOUR                                        

Jun 2      PotLuck  

June 9      Dela Cruz Family 

June 16        Debbie  Sasan 

June 23          Kosraean Fellowship 

June 30          Royalyn Solmerin(celebration of  Royal Jr’s Birthday) 

  

                    

    ACOLYTE 

 June 2  Cori Dela Cruz  

June 9        Ben Wyatt 

June 16      Admiral Tumaneng 

June 23   Sweehann Ittu 

June 30      Kayson Solmerin                        


