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Welcome to First United Protestant Church 

Hilo, Hawaii 
As we continue in this season of Lent and Easter, we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to 

join us as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with the 

Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early missionaries. 

First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society in 1868. 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                               10:00 am 

 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 

 Kosraean Language Bible Study                                                    7:30 pm Wednesdays 

 Kosraean Language Service                                                          1:30 pm Sundays 

             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

 

Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 

Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 
 

Our faith is over two thousand years old…Our thinking is not ! 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, 

you are welcome here 

April, 2014 
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First News-  Newsletter from First United Protestant Church, Hilo, HI  April, 2014 
 

THEMES FOR UPCOMING SUNDAYS 
 

April 6, 2014    God of the Impossible              John 11.1-45 
I've officiated at many funerals and I've never witnessed anyone coming alive once they had died.  But when 
Jesus attended funerals, or entered the home of a  person who'd just died, that's usually what happened.  
They came alive again.   What happens when Jesus enters those places in our lives that we might describe as 
dead, in need of a resurrection?   Relationships die.  Hope dies.  Self-confidence and self-worth dies.  Purpose 
can die.  Honor and integrity can die.  Faith sometimes dies.  For all those deaths, listen for God calling us into 
new life and new possibilities. 
 

April 13, 2014       Jesus Christ - Disturber of the Peace          Mark 11.15-19 
He was angry and focused when he entered the Temple that day.  Jesus could no longer tolerate what he 
experienced as the desecration of that sacred space designed by his Father God for worship.  In the Temple 
that is our life, we sometimes invite noise, clutter, and diversions that dull our spiritual senses and extinguish 
our enthusiasm and hunger for the Spirit's presence in us.   Jesus was a disturber of the peace who upset 
tradition and established interests for the sake of spiritual integrity.  It happened then.   It may happen again 
in us. 
 

April 20, 2014     Surprise!!!                Matthew 28.1-10 
 
What we fear controls us.  It determines our choices.  It limits our freedom.  It paralyzes us.  If we allow it to, 
fear defines us and forces us to live in a very small world.   The resurrection of Jesus came with a triumphant 
introduction from the two angelic beings sitting by the tomb:  “Fear Not!”   And that’s the profound truth of 
the resurrection:  We don’t have to be afraid any more.   God doesn’t always change our situation to remove 
the fears that keep us awake at night.  But God does change us on the inside so that we can face our fears and 
walk with our head up and our confidence deep in the power of Christ’s presence and power in all places, in all 
circumstances, at all times.  Come celebrate Easter – the death of Fear! 
 

April 27, 2014    Pastor Nixon Jack          John 20.19-31  
 

Pastor Ron and Priscilla are on vacation this week.  Thanks to Pastor Nixon for providing spiritual and pastoral 

leadership during this time. 

 

May 4, 2014                           Hope On the Journey           Luke 24.13-35 

 

Have you ever walked the road to Emmaus?  It’s the road where Jesus met two men who were devastated by 

the loss of their spiritual leader.  Deep in grief and hopelessness, these men recognized Jesus as their risen 

Lord in the breaking of the bread.  For anyone walking through a passage of personal loss, failure, despair, 

discouragement and lost hope, this story reminds us that Jesus walks with us on that road.  And because of 

the resurrection, despite our losses and despair, God promises us abundant life and ever new hope no matter 

how dark the future may appear.   

 



THINKING OUT LOUD… 
 

I’ve been thinking more about death recently.  To be specific, as I turn 70 this week, I think of my Dad who died one day 

short of his 70th birthday.  My mother died at 68.   So this particular birthday is an occasion of special meaning to me as I 

surpass both my parents in longevity.  I say this in faith since one never can count on not being hit by a bus, slipping on a 

banana peel or choking on a fishbone.    

 

We’ve also bid farewell to several friends and family members in recent weeks who passed from this life after long 

struggles with illness.  On a recent trip to San Francisco, Priscilla and I stopped at Grace Cathedral to light candles and 

say prayers on behalf of our loved ones, both the living and the dead.  We always include this practice in our travels.  

We’re trying to eat healthier, stay fit and active, be positive and celebrate each day and all the blessings we enjoy. 

 

I once asked my Grandmother how she felt about growing older and the reality of her own mortality.  Her answer was at 

once profound and simple:  “I don’t worry about it.  I’m not afraid of it.  I’ve always known the day would come.  As I get 

older, somehow the thought is not as scary as it was when I was your age.  I guess life prepares you for the end.” 

 

People sometimes send me stories and so I share this one with you about a father’s death.   A man’s daughter had asked 

the local minister to come and pray with her father.  When the minister arrived, he found the man lying in bed with his 

head propped up on two pillows.  An empty chair sat beside his bed. 

 

The minister assumed the old fellow had been informed of his visit.  “I guess you were expecting me,” he said.  “No, who 

are you?” said the father.  The minister told him his name and then remarked, “I see the empty chair; I figured you knew 

I was going to show up.” 

 

“Oh yeah, the chair,” said the bedridden man.  “Would you mind closing the door?”  Puzzled the minister shut the door.  

“I have never told anyone this, not even my daughter,” said the man.  “But all of my life I have never known how to pray.  

At church I used to hear the pastor talk about prayer, but it went right over my head.  I abandoned any attempt at 

prayer,” the old man continued.  “Then one day, four years ago my best friend said to me, ‘Johnny,  prayer is just a 

simple matter of having a conversation with Jesus.  Here is what I suggest:  Sit down in a chair, place an empty chair in 

front of you, and in faith, see Jesus in the chair.  Its not spooky because he promised “I’ll be with you always.”  Then just 

speak to him in the same way you’re doing with me right now.’  So I tried it and I’ve liked it so much that I do it a couple 

of hours every day.  I’m careful though.  If my daughter saw me talking to an empty chair, she’d either have a nervous 

breakdown or send me off to the funny farm.” 

 

This minister was deeply moved by the story and encouraged the old man to continue on the journey.  Then he prayed 

with him, anointed him with oil, and returned to the church.  Two nights later the daughter called to tell the minister 

that her daddy had died that afternoon.   “Did he die in peace?” he asked.  “Yes, when I left the house about two o’clock, 

he called me over to his bedside, told me he loved me and kissed me on the cheek.  When I got back from the store an 

hour later, I found him dead.  But there was something strange about his death.  Apparently, just before Daddy died, he 

leaned over and rested his head on the chair beside the bed.  What do you make of that?” 

 

The minister wiped a tear from his eye and said, “I wish we could all go like that.” 

 

Hallelujah!  Happy Easter…Christ is risen! 

Pastor Ron 



LENT & EASTER SERVICES 
 

Easter comes late this year, just like Spring after a long harsh winter on the Continent.  It’s a season of 
reflection on how God's Spirit is rummaging around in our life, re-arranging the landscape of our priorities, 
values and commitments.  What do we give our time and energy to?  Where do we devote our attention and 
resources?   Where does God fit in our life... and how do we experience God's presence?  
 
As we move through Lent to Easter, we are spending time with Jesus as he moves toward Jerusalem and the 
cross.    Along the way, people are healed, eyes are opened, the dead are raised, new  life comes to 
discouraged spirits, shame is replaced by humility and forgiveness.  Wherever Jesus goes, whomever he 
touches... change happens.   Where is change happening in you... in us? 
 
There are special services planned for the season including Palm Sunday with the parade of palms and 
celebration of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem.  Then comes Holy Week with focus on Maundy Thursday when 
we'll gather for a recollection of the passion story through the words of Scripture and familiar music, including 
communion.  Good Friday and Saturday are the quiet days of crucifixion and entombment.   
 
Then comes Easter Sunday morning with the miracle discovery of the empty tomb and the risen Christ.  Our 
service will begin at 10:00 a.m. with celebratory music and Easter Lilies to proclaim the good news of Life after 
life.    
 
There will also be an Easter Egg hunt for our keiki following the service.  We use plastic eggs with little treats 
and trinkets inside the eggs.  Please help us by donating some small items that can be placed in these plastic 
eggs.  Suggested donations are candy, small inexpensive jewelry, nuts, miniature figures, stamps, coins, etc.  
Please place these donations in the box provided in the Narthex of the church.  Your help is very much 
appreciated. 
 

 

 

PENCILS & PAPER FOR PUPILS 
 

Our church has embraced an opportunity to help the Hernani Central Elementary School in Eastern Samar, 
Philippines that was destroyed in Hurricane Haiyan last November.   The school building was damaged beyond 
repair and all the classrooms were blown apart by the high winds and rain.  The supplies that normally are 
found in classrooms disappeared in the chaotic destruction of that storm. 
 
Under the leadership and vision of Sali Queja, we are receiving donations of school supplies to help this school 
get back on its feet.  The students are meeting under canopies and in tents.  They have no pencils, paper, 
notebooks, crayons, scissors, tape, glue or anything else that would help a school to function properly.   
 
In the Narthex is a box to receive your donations of supplies.  When the box is full, we'll send it off to Eastern 
Samar and start a new box.  Donations of money are also welcome since there will be postage cost, and 
because it may be easier to write a check than to bring the actual supplies.  We can then shop for items that 
are most needed.  Thank you so much for your partnership in this rehabilitative effort.  Spread the word!  Let's 
help this school get back on its feet. 
 



WORK DAY IN APRIL IS SATURDAY THE 12TH 9:00 - NOON.  PLEASE COME!  
WHATEVER YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE UPKEEP OF OUR CHURCH PROPERTY 

WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED!! 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW... 
 

-That we always need more newspapers and recyclable HI-5 items for sponsoring our child in 
the Philippines, Raymark?  Thanks to Pastor Nixon and Joanne Pocsidio for processing the 
papers and thanks to all who save them and bring them to church.  Keep it up!! 
 
 
-That all the foliage along the Makai side of the church was cut down in order to eliminate the 
"highway" for rats entering the building?  They would climb up the ginger stalks that rested 
against the sides of the church, and chew their way in through the screens and louvered 
windows.  Thanks to our Kosraean brethren for cleaning up this situation! 
 
 
-That a crew of 7 women and 1 man gathered on Saturday, March 22 to clean out the choir 
/storage room and the flower room, bringing order to two places that had accumulated a lot 
of "stuff"?  Both rooms look great!  Thanks to Sali Queja, Letti Agag, Jane McClean, Debbie 
Sasan, Kepola Ishikawa, Courtney Sasan, Priscilla Kent Jesse Gacula and Shevon.   They all 
worked hard and made it a "fun" day by sharing good energy and good food. 
 
 
-That we are updating contact information for members and friends of our church?  If your 
phone number, mailing address or email address has changed recently, please make sure to fill 
out the "New Contact Information" form on the counter in the Narthex. 
 
 
-That our flower chart is gradually filling up, but there are still plenty of Sundays for people to 
sign up to provide flowers for the altar and entrance of our church?  Its a beautiful way to 
honor a loved one, living or no longer living, or to celebrate a birthday or anniversary.   
 
 
-That we are always in need of child care workers each Sunday?   Thanks to those who have 
been faithful in this special privilege of working with our keiki on Sunday mornings.  If you'd be 
willing to help out, please add your name to the One Room Church schedule in the Narthex. 
 

 



A PEEK INTO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

On Sundays, our Keiki leave the service to have their own Sunday School where they continue in activities of 
worship, learning, singing and creating.  On Sunday, March 30 with Aunty Priscilla as teacher, they were 
continuing the conversation that began in church with the children’s story about the three blind men Jesus 
healed.  They wanted to make their way blindfolded into the sanctuary to hear Sali and Lowie sing but they 
took too long getting their blindfolds on.  During Sunday School, they talked about the bad things that could 
happen if you were blind, e.g. drink a glass of water with a roach in it, get injured crossing the street, put sun 
lotion on your toothbrush, drink something dangerous instead of cough medicine, etc.  They wore blindfolds 
to get the feeling of what it would be like to be blind.  They wrote the prayer below: 
  

 
 

Dear God, I don’t like being blind.  I hate being blind.   

Please help me to see again.  Cleanse my eyes.   

It’s always dark and it seems its getting darker and darker.   

I’m afraid I might get killed or mobbed.   

I’m afraid I won’t be able to see the beauty of life –  

like baby chicks at my house, or movies.   

Or find things to eat like brownies or play soccer and run track.    

We want to see and help others –  

wash dirty dishes, wash clothes, clean up the world.   

Help us to see people in need and give them what they really need, even money.   

God help me to see what others are needing  

and help any way I can.  Amen. 
 

 
Many thanks to past volunteer Sunday School teachers:  Joanne Pocsidio, Gail Kagawa, Priscilla Kent, Karena 
Asejo, Brian Padilla, Streisand Galdones, Laurel Luth & more.  If you would like to participate in this fun 
ministry, please sign up on the chart in the Narthex.   



Happy April Birthday to the Following Friends and Members 
 
Shandelere Queja-Bidad (3), Frank Alokoa (3), Ron Kent (4), Kathleen Kim (9), Kepola 

Ishikawa (14), Royalyn Solmerin (16), Mildred Queja (16), Gail Kagawa (18), Dorothy 

Kataoka (18), Tony Persson (24) 

 

 

SERVANT LEADERSHIP IN APRIL 
 

Ushers & Greeters  Betty Nekoba & Bobby-Dale Skilling 
  
Acolyte   Phoebe Wyatt 
 
Communion Prep  1st Sunday – Bob Ahia 
    Maundy Thursday – Debbie Sasan 
 
Communion Servers 1st Sunday - Betty, Bob, Joanne & June 

       Maundy Thursday – Bob, Debbie, Carlene & John 
 
 
       April 6  13   20   27   
Lay Readers      Katrina         Fay Nixon           Streisand         Danny 

Coffee Hour       Betty     Margo & Jane       Royalyn        Kosraean Fellowship 

Flowers     Priscilla   Open        Easter Lilies       Lorenzo Family 

Children’s SS      Open  Open           Open   Open   

 
 

 

Our church website is up & active again.  You can find it at:  www.fupchurch.org 
It is still being developed and new features will be added from time to time, including the 
newsletter,  more photos, and current announcements for church activities, a calendar and 
community concerts.   If you do not want your photo to appear in any of the website pages, 
please let Pastor Ron know.  Thank You. 

 

 

http://www.fupchurch.org/


 

KOSRAEAN NEWS 
 

Kosrae Hilo Women Christian Association 2014 Officers: 
 

President - Hannah Alokoa  
Vice - President –Deaconess - Tulpe Dizon  

Secretary - Kimie Shrew 
Treasurer - Vivian Melsemal 

 
I am pleased with the interest and look forward as we can offer strategic 
leadership, wisdom, counsel, and yes, teach. We want to give, serve and make a 
difference. I kindly recommend that we work as a community of women, 
gathered together to live more whole hearted to sharpen, challenge, love and 
inspire one another.  

Nipastuh Fay 
 
 

 


