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ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR NOVEMBER 21, 2021 
Christ the King Sunday 

Thanksgiving Sunday 

We kindly ask you silence all phones and electronic devices 

 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                                     Bonnie Alger 

 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME                                                       Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 

Aloha!  For those of you who do not know me or are visiting us online for the first time, 

my name is Pastor Chris.  No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, I 

want to welcome you to First United Protestant Church of Hilo.  I am so grateful you 

have decided to join us for worship today.  In today’s worship service we will explore 

the kingship of Jesus and what it means for our lives, our church, and our world. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: His majesty stretches far beyond the realms of this world and the mystery of who he 

is resides deep within us. 

P: He is the one true king and the king of kings.  Help us to know him and see his 

presence in the world. 

L: He is our redeemer, and his reign here on earth shall have no end.  He guards our 

hearts and guides our lives. 

P: This is the king we worship and bow down to.  The one we call Lord. 

L: He is not only king to the wealthy and privileged of the world, but especially king to 

the lowly, marginalized, and oppressed. 

P: May we seek to glorify him and find our welcome in his kingdom during this 

time of worship.   

 

*DAILY AFFIRMATION 

Affirm for Yourself: I can give thanks for the ways God appears in my life. 

Affirm for a Neighbor: You can give thanks for the ways God appears in your life. 

Affirm for the World: We can give thanks for the ways God appears in our life.   

 

*OPENING HYMN                     “Rejoice, Give Thanks and Sing”                    NCH #303 

 

PEACE READING    

Our peace reading for today comes from Alan Cohen, who is a best-selling author of 

inspirational books.  Alan is quoted as once having said this… 
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“Gratitude, like faith, is a muscle.  The more you use it, the stronger it grows, and 

the more power you have to use it on your behalf.  If you do not practice 

gratefulness, its benefaction will go unnoticed, and your capacity to draw on it 

gifts will be diminished.  To be grateful is to find blessings in everything.  This is 

the most powerful attitude to adopt, for there are blessings in everything.” 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                          

Our Scripture reading for today comes from the Gospel of John 18:33-40 (NRSV), 

where Jesus is taken before Pontius Pilate and interrogated for crimes of treason 

against the Roman Empire.… 

 
33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 

you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 

others tell you about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and 

the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus 

answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my 

followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, 

my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 

answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the 

world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 
38 Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case 

against him. 39 But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. 

Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 40 They shouted in reply, “Not 

this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit. 

 

Liturgist:  The word of God, for the people of God. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                            “The Unlikely King”                           

                                                      Rev. Christopher Czarnecki 

 

GIFT OF MUSIC                          “Hymn to Christ the King” 

                                     by Sarah Hart, Josh Blakesley, and Ike Ndolo 

                                                      Soloist Joanne Pocsidio 

                                                 Accompanied by Bonnie Alger 

                                                     

TIME OF PRAYER & MEDITATION 
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Use this time of prayer to reflect and meditate on the joys and concerns of your heart.  

If comfortable you may close your eyes and listen to the pastoral prayer offered today 

as a meditation. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

On earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day, our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation  

But deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom  

And the power and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY 

Now is our time of offering.  If you have been spiritually nourished by today’s worship 

service, I want to encourage you to prayerfully consider supporting the work and 

ministry of the church through a tithe or donation.  Last week (11/7 – 11/13) we 

received a total of $585.00 to support the work and ministry of the church.  Please 

visit our website to see the multiple ways you can give to the church during this time 

such as through our Facebook Page, PayPal, or by simply writing a check to the 

church.   

 

Pastor:  We are not only called to give thanks, but to share out of our gratitude for all 

we have received.  May the gifts we are about to give be the good news Christ, a 

blessing to those needing relief or care, and allow us to continue the work and ministry 

of the church.  May we hear our king say, “Come, blessed ones of God, and inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, for as you did it for one of 

the least of my brothers and sisters, you did it for me.”  Let us now share our gifts with 

God.   

 

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

All:  May these gifts illuminate to those who are in doubt, give hope to those who 

live in despair, and provide justice to those who are oppressed.  May our lives, 

expressed through these offerings, and the ministries of your beloved church, 

truly proclaim what our hearts believe: that you are our Lord who will reign 

forever and ever.  Amen. 



4 
 

*DOXOLOGY HMYN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise God, all creatures here below! 

Praise God, above, you heavenly host, 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN                  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”                  NCH #304 

 

BENEDICTION                                                                      Rev. Christopher Czarnecki  

 
*LOVING RESPONSE                    “O Kou Aloha No”                      The Queen’s Prayer 
  

O kou a-lo-ha no, A i-a i ka La-ni 
A o kou oiai’o, He he-mo-le-le ho’i.  Amene. 

[Translation: Your love is in heaven and your truth so perfect.] 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                     Bonnie Alger 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

• We are looking for a team of folks to come together to help decorate the sanctuary for 

Christmas this year.  If you would like to head or be part of the decorating team please 

reach out to Pastor Chris.   

• Last week was Stewardship Sunday and the day we ask that you return your annual pledge 

certificates to the church.  If you forgot or were unable to turn it in, you are still able to do so.  

If you did not receive a pledge certificate in the mail or forgot it at home, please do not 

hesitate to ask a council member for a copy.   

• Two weeks ago, the budget committee hosted a Question & Answer Session after worship 

on church’s proposed annual budget for 2022.  If you need a copy of the proposed budget 

for 2022, please contact the church office.  If you have questions about the proposed 

budget, please reach out to a council member.  The proposed budget will be voted on at our 

Annual Congregational Meeting. 

• Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held next Sunday November 28th following 

worship.  An Annual Congregational Meeting is held at the end of each year in the Fall to 

elect new church officers, adopt the church’s annual budget for the coming year, and for the 

transaction of any business which might come before the congregation.  We do ask that all 

members and visitors attend. 

• We want to thank everyone who brought fruits and vegetables to help decorate the 

cornucopia for our Thanksgiving Sunday Worship Service.  At the end of worship, we will 

take a few pictures.  Please remember to either donate your items to someone or take them 

with you.   

• The next church council meeting will be held on Sunday November 28th following our 

Annual Congregational Meeting.  At council meetings important events and matters in the 

life of the church are discussed.  While you need to be a council member to vote on motions 
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brought before the council, you do not have to be a member of the church to attend council 

meetings.  All are welcome! 

• Serving on the leadership team of the church is one of the greatest gifts you can give to the 

church and its future.   As we approach next year, we currently have 13 vacancies on our 

church council.  We want to invite you to consider how you might serve as a lay leader of 

the church.  If you have questions about serving, please reach out to a council member. 

• We offer a “Help Yourself Food Pantry” here at the church.  The food pantry is open to 

anyone who is experiencing a food shortage with no questions asked.  We welcome 

donations of non-perishable and shelf stable items to stock the food pantry year 

around.  Please check the expiration date of any donated items to ensure they are not 

nearing expiration.  

• Have you missed previous information about news and events happening at the 

church?  Did you know you can find and read our old e-newsletters by visiting our website 

here: https://www.fupchurch.org/e-newsletters. 

• If you would like to receive news and events happening at First United Protestant Church, 

please sign up for our weekly e-newsletter at https://www.fupchurch.org/.  You can also 

read past newsletters under the “E-newsletters” tab. 

• If you would like a hard copy of the Pastor Chris’s sermon mailed to you, please contact 

Pastor Chris or the church office. 

https://www.fupchurch.org/e-newsletters
https://www.fupchurch.org/

