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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Ordinary Time between Pentecost and Advent, we welcome you and your loved 

ones (including children) to join us as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United 

Church of Christ and affiliated with the Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the           

congregational church of the early missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as 

The First Foreign Church and Society in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the 

church exists and why you belong.         

                                  JUNE 2015 

                          Return Service Requested 
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                                           Sermon Themes for June 

 

 

June 7                Broken World People               Jeremiah 18.1-4 

Have you ever lived through a broken-world experience?  Its failing someone so miserably that it sends you into a 

pit of depression and despair.  Has someone ever failed you so badly that it still hurts to remember it?  When life 

begins to unravel, and fear begins to possess our hearts, faith in a good God who is compassionate beyond      

understanding and loving beyond comprehension holds us and helps us to  take the next steps to rebuild what 

has been broken and live with hope. 

June 14           Finding Courage:  Freedom in a Fiery Furnace            Daniel 3.1-7. Isaiah 43.1ff. 

What is it that helps you to do what’s right when it would be easier to do what’s wrong?  What keeps you true to 

your deepest values and ideals when everyone else is moving in the opposite direction?  Three young Jewish men 

found themselves faced with a life and death choice – compromise their beliefs or lose their lives in a fiery       

furnace.  What’s your fiery furnace?  The only true freedom is that in which we own our moral integrity and live 

in harmony with our own deepest truth. 

June 21  Sabbath Time:  Love               Exodus 20.8-11, Mark 2.23-28 

God loves you and wants you to take care of yourself.   Part of taking care of ourselves is learning to step back 

from the consuming need to achieve, produce, accomplish and do more and more… and just rest.  Honoring the 

gift of Sabbath rest, we love ourselves.  Sabbath time is a time for self-love in its highest, purest and healthiest 

expression.   The rhythm of creation includes spaces for rest and renewal.  Built into the design of our humanity 

is the need to take a time out, breathe, close our eyes and we don’t have to feel guilty about it… that’s the way 

God made us. 

June 28  Finding Courage:  The Ultimate Risk             Micah 6.1-8, Esther 4.9-16 

The prophet Micah gives us a perfect three-point sermon:  Do justice.  Love Kindness. Walk humbly with our God.   

Sounds simple.  Does hard.  How do we enlarge our capacity to take risks on behalf of Justice, mercy and walking 

humbly with our God?   Doing justice is a daily choice in the way we treat other people.  Loving kindness (or 

mercy) is a daily choice in the way we talk to the people we live with or do business with.  Walking humbly with 

our God is a daily choice in the way we pay attention to God’s “still small voice” and live at a deeper level of  

spiritual transparency with God. 

July 5              Integrity and Fear                Mark 6.14-29 

King Herod is a case study in compromised integrity – ordering the beheading of Jesus’ cousin John the Baptist 

against his better judgment.   He caved in to the pressure of another person’s agenda, ordered an innocent 

daughter to carry out the deed, and all his friends said nothing to contradict or challenge his cowardly decision.  

Integrity has to do with unity, oneness.  An integer means “one”.  Integrity has to do with being one person     

inside, not two.  Not believing one way and living another.  God invites us to find health and happiness in an          

Inner wholeness, often very hard, but ultimately very satisfying. 



 
THINKING OUT LOUD……. 
 

 
Today I watched a video of the Kahuku High School graduating class rocking out at graduation          
ceremonies.  I got the link from my wife who saw it on her Facebook page, posted by a friend who had 
a friend who also got it from a friend who then posted it because she also got it from a friend….       
Multiply to the 30th exponential power of friends.  It’s the contemporary phenomena we call “GOING 
VIRAL”. 
 
It’s a badge of notoriety, and sometimes honor, to post a photo, video or story that takes on a life of its 
own so that it is experienced by thousands and sometimes millions of people all around the world in a 
very short period of time.  We pass these things along if they’re interesting or important enough… and 
one simple post can work its way into every corner of the earth in less than 24 hours.  Awesome!  
Scary! 
 
After seeing the rocking out fun the Kahuku graduates were having singing and dancing, I thought of 
the early church.  Don’t ask me why.  Its an incurable disease of ministers called “pastor’s brain”.   On 
the day of Pentecost, when God’s Spirit crashed through the walls of the upper room with wind and 
fire, 120 frightened, anxious followers of Jesus unlocked the doors, left the safety of the room and 
posted themselves on the streets of Jerusalem which were packed with pilgrims from all over the world 
present for the Feast of Tabernacles.   The “witnesses” of Jesus shared Jesus’ story in the language of 
the pilgrims.  They in turn shared it with their friends, and those friends told other friends and family 
members.  At the end of the day, the good news of Jesus had “gone viral” and 3,000 people were 
added to the church. 
 
It happened to Jesus too.  People who saw him open blind eyes, or unstop deaf ears, or mend limp, 
useless legs, or raise the dead, or quiet a raging storm, or feed a hungry crowd with a few fish and 
some bread… all these people told their friends.  Who told their friends.  Who told their friends.  Until 
Jesus couldn’t go anywhere without causing massive traffic jams and a nightmare of crowd control for 
the local authorities. 
 
A dangerous health virus is easily passed from one person to another until an epidemic of infection 
threatens to undermine our safety and security.  Turn it upside down.  Suppose an act of love, selfless 
and generous, starts a chain reaction of compassion and mercy so powerful that it touches the lives of 
uncounted millions of people as it is passed from one person to another. 
 
Wait a minute…  Isn’t that what the church is all about?   A community of Jesus Followers who are   
determined to live with an inspired and compelling spirit of openness, compassion, generosity, sacrifice 
and devotion?  And suppose all that effort and energy could be multiplied many times over in the lives 
of family, friends, neighbors and strangers… and then passed on even further because they can’t just 
keep it for themselves. 
 
The Gospel going viral… what a thought!  Could that happen at our church?  What if it did?  Are we 
ready for it?  Would we be up to it?  It might not be 3,000… how about 300?   That would mean every 
seat is taken, chairs are added, a second service would be needed… more children, more teachers, 
more food for fellowship hour, more parking spaces, more everything… 
 
Ready for More 
 

  

            Pastor Ron Kent  



  
 
               Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

 
 Dorothy Kataoka  
 Fay Jack 
 Lettie Agag 
 Song Soon Lee 
 Ariana 
 Pedro & Petra Queja 
 Dennis Salmo 

 
 

                      
 

 

 

Something New for the Piano 

 

A Special Prayer Request 

Our beautiful Boston grand piano was recently outfitted with a “spider dolly” that is designed to hold 

the legs in a secure position whenever the piano has to be moved.  The larger wheels and rigid          

construction make the piano easier to move when we host concerts by various individuals and groups 

from the community.  It’s a way of protecting this treasured instrument.  Thank you to all who have           

contributed to the special piano fund that was established to provide ongoing care and maintenance 

for the piano.   



 Did You Know… 
 
 

 That we will be welcoming new members into the fellowship of the church on Communion 

Sunday July 5?  If you are interested in joining the church, or if you have questions about the 

process and requirements for joining, please speak to Pastor Ron (987-1201). 

 That on Sunday, July 19 we will join together in a celebration of “Songs from the Heart” as we 

sing many of the old favorites that many of us grew up with?   If you have a list of favorite 

hymns you’d like to include in the service, please make sure you give it to Pastor Ron before 

the end of June…. Mahalo! 

 That on Sunday, Sept. 13 our theme will be “Taste and See that the Lord is Good” with a      

special fellowship hour following worship?  You are invited to share your own delicious       

creations during refreshment time – main dishes, desserts, salads…along with the recipe that 

we will include in that Sunday’s bulletin.  This is a heads up to get you thinking about  what you 

might bring.  Please let Pastor Ron or Chris Oda know that you will be participating. 

 That we have returned all the artwork to the various artists who so generously shared their 

talents with us during the months of April and May?  Thank you to all who participated – we 

enjoyed seeing the various expressions of talents present in our church Ohana.  Thank you to:     

Joanne Pocsidio, Ben & Phoebe Wyatt, Priscilla Kent, Courtney Sasan, Kepola Ishikawa, Joanne 

Higa, Chris & Kele Oda, Nixon Jack, Margo Aguiar, Agnes Perreira, Faye Persson and Royalyn 

Solmerin. 

 That a cell phone was found in the church pews this week, perhaps left behind following one  

of our services?  It is a Samsung phone.  If it is yours, please call the church office to identify  

and claim it. 

 That our pipe organ will be undergoing major repairs during the Summer months?  We will be 

using the piano for all our services during this time, thanks to Michael Springer for blessing us 

with his musical talents week after week. 

 That we are sending seven of our members including five young people to this year’s Aha 

 Pai`aina at the Pagoda Hotel on Oahu?  They will leave on Thursday June 11 and return on 

 Sunday, June 14.   Thank you goes out to Debbie Sasan, Courtney Sasan, Faye Persson, Royalyn 

 Solmerin, Kepola Ishikawa, Striesand Galdones and Kamaile Kaupu for agreeing to represent 

 our church and being open to the fellowship and inspiration of the Youth Event and the        

 Conference-wide gathering, Aha Makua.        



 

                         Congratulations to Our Graduates 

Our church family extends hearty congratulations and best wishes, along with our prayers, to our 

young people who are graduating from one level of education to the next level.   Congratulations to 

Shannylen Dayoan who is graduating from Hilo High School.   She will pursue a career in nursing and 

plans to begin her studies this Fall at HCC. 

We also congratulate Kamaile Kaupu, granddaughter of Faye and Tony Persson and daughter of       

Brittany Kaupu.  She is graduating from Hilo Union School and will be entering Hilo Intermediate this 

fall.  Great job Kamaile!  We pray it will be a wonderful year of new experiences for you. 

Thank you to both Shannylen and Kamaile for blessing our church Ohana with their talents, sweet    

spirits, and faithful attendance over the years. 

      Happy June Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

Jeremy Agag (1), Magie Galdones (3), Monica Pacris (3)
Shigeru Kataoka (5), Jeremy Taylor (7),  
Eva Mally Esau (10), Maile Wasserman (12),  
Fay Jack (13), Rosemarie Esau (13), Sephine Dizon (19),  
Kristel Tumaneng (20), Darren Dela Cruz (23),  
Kupono Hopfe (24), June Dela Cruz (27),  



                COUNCIL KORNER 

    
 

“Having someone to love is FAMILY, Having someplace to go is HOME,  
Having both is a BLESSING” 

 

The FUPC Council meets every fourth Sunday of the month.  We will continue to share with 
you current events that are happening through the newsletter and by posting the monthly 
meeting minutes on the narthex bulletin board. 
 

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 
 

 The FUPC Pastoral Search Committee continues to receive and review profiles. 
  We continue to address the on-going Manse maintenance repairs. 
 We continue to look for caretakers for concert rehearsals and concert events.  This    

responsibility pays $10.00 per hour. If you are interested please inquire through the 
church office or approach any of the Council members. 

 We continue to search for individuals to fill vacant Council positions such as Worship 
Committee Chairperson, Treasurer and Clerk.   

 Church Directory – If you have not updated your church directory information, please 
do so.  If you are not able to attend church, you are welcome to call the church office 
and Chris Oda, our Administrative Assistant, will be more than happy to assist you.     

 The church carpet has been professionally cleaned. HOORAY! 
 The piano has been placed on a spider dolly which will make it easier and safer to 

move. Thank you Rev. Ron Kent and Chris Oda for coordinating this task. 
 Good News we have three youth and an adult chaperone attending the Aha Youth  

Conference on Oahu, which will be held during the second week of June.  Thank you to 
Kamaile Kaupu, Striesand Galdones, Kepola Ishikawa and their chaperone Faye Persson 
for committing to attend this awesome event.  I will also be the attending the Aha   
Makua conference with Roy Solmerin and Courtney Sasan.  Thank you to FUPC for  
making this possible. 
 

Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your Council members suggestions, 
questions or concerns that you would like to address in your church life. I also have a FUPC    
e-mail address that you can contact me at: debbiefupc@gmail.com  

 

 
God Bless You, 

         Debbie Sasan 
                   Moderator 



      SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION 

                              JUNE 2015 

 

     USHERS/GREETERS                                          COMMUNION PREP 

Kepola Ishikawa & Striesand Galdones                Faye Persson & Royalyn Solmerin 

  

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                                      COMMUNION SERVERS 

June 7    Striesand Galdones                            Team #3  Royalyn, Jeremy & Zandrix 

June 14  Karisa Solmerin 

June 21  Jeremy Agag 

June 28  Danny Dizon 

 

  

   COFFEE HOUR                                 FLOWERS 

June 7    Faye Persson      

June 14  Bob Ahia                                        

June 21  Kathleen Kim 

June 28  Kosraean Fellowship    In Memory of Ian Rarama Birthday 

  

 

    ACOLYTE 

 Melody & Isaac Padilla 

                               Note 

If you are unable to be at church on the Sunday you are scheduled to participate, please 

find a substitute and let the office know as soon as possible so we may print their name in 

the worship bulletin.  Mahalo. 


