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Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Lent we welcome you and your loved ones (including children) to join us as we grow 

in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United Church of Christ and affiliated with the    Hawai’i 

Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the congregational church of the early    missionar-

ies. First United Protestant Church was organized as The First Foreign Church and Society in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Mid-Week Service                                                        7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean WCA Service                                                                7:00 pm Fridays 
 Kosraean Sunday Worship Service                                              1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. 

That’s why the church exists and why you belong.         

                                     March 2017 

                          Return Service Requested 
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       Sermon Themes for March 
 

March 5   LENT 1                            The Beginning of the End                         Mark 14.1-11 
 

The Pharisees and religious leaders want to find a “final solution” for the ‘Jesus Problem’ they live with.  But 
its tricky because he’s popular and they can’t afford to alienate the people.  At a dinner party, a woman with 
a ‘reputation’  enters and anoints him with oil.  It is perhaps the incident that may help them finally get rid of 
him.  Judas cooperates by offering to betray Jesus and money is involved.  Knowing the end has been set in 
motion, Jesus instructs his disciples to prepare to celebrate the Passover together, knowing it will be the last 
time. 

 

March 12   LENT 2                                          When Friends Fail Us                       Mark 14.27-42 

After their last supper together, Jesus wanted to pray with his friends.  He took them to the garden called 
Gethsemane and asked them to “watch” with him.  It was a cry for support and companionship.  The sham 
trial and shameful injustice leading to the cross would unfold in the next few hours.  Facing our worst        
moments in life alone can be devastating and fill us with despair.  The disciples slept while Jesus prayed   
his heart out.  How do we cope when our friends fail us?   

 

March 19   LENT 3                                             Soul Music            Mark 14.43-52 

Familiar hymns touch us in deep places where soul and spirit are nourished by memories that bring people 
who have passed on to life again.   Jesus’ betrayal, arrest and abandonment by the disciples take us deeper 
into the passion story.  We will be among those who witnessed the events of that night of suffering, and hear 
again the accusations and condemnation of our Savior… as part of the crowd.  And we’ll sing the story 
through the old familiar songs. 

 

March 26   LENT 4                                 Was Jesus a Spiritual Imposter?                     Mark 14.53-72 

When Jesus was arrested and led before the Supreme Court of his people, it was clear that the trial would 
be a bogus legal charade.  They searched for witnesses against Jesus.  The verdict was in before the trial 
started. He was found guilty with no way out.   Peter was cornered by a young girl and accused of being   
Jesus’ follower.  He denied it… three times… high drama and lessons to learn. 

 

April 2   LENT 5                                     A Compromised Conscience                                  Mark 15.1-20 

Before Pilate, Jesus did not defend himself.   The Roman ruler could see that Jesus was the victim of a   
vendetta by the religious authorities and tried to get him released.  Instead the crowd shouted for the       
murderer Barabbas to be released and for Jesus to be crucified.  Pilate conceded and washed his hands     
of the fraudulent outcome.  How do you live with a guilty conscience and is there a way out?   

 

April 9    LENT 6                               How to Carry a Cross                      Mark 15.21-32 

How do you respond to tasks and situations that are forced upon you?  Have you ever helped someone else 
carry their cross?  Are you carrying a cross right now?  When Jesus carried the cross, he needed help      
because it was so heavy and he was so beaten and bruised.  Don’t you wish that someone would come 
along side you sometimes to help you with whatever cross you may be carrying?   Let’s reflect together on 
how to carry a cross, by yourself or with/for another person.  

 



THINKING OUT LOUD…….      

A woman has twins and gives them up for adoption.  One of them goes to a family in Egypt and is 
named “Amal”.  The other goes to a family in Spain, and they name him “Juan”.  Years later, Juan 
sent a picture of himself to his mom.  Upon receiving the photo, she tells her husband that she 
wishes she also had a picture of Amal.  Her husband responds, “But they are twins.  If you’ve 
seen Juan, you’ve seen Amal.” 

Differences of opinion, customs and viewpoints have always been a part of our national            
experience.  But it seems that there is a growing divide in American culture between the “right” 
and the “left” that defies mutual understanding, respect and political cooperation and compromise.   

When you find yourself nose to nose with people of differing opinions and conflicting values,    
ambiguity can be a gift.  What a great word!  It comes from ancient Greece and describes a     
military scene in which an army is being attacked from two different sides.  If the commander 
pays attention in one direction only, he’ll be vulnerable to attack from the other direction.  He must 
pay attention to both fronts AT THE SAME TIME.  To be comfortable with ambiguity, one must 
have the ability to hold competing and dissonant ideas and values in tension.  This isn’t easy  
without feeling like we’re betraying ourselves or selling out for the sake of peace. 

In a pluralistic culture such as ours in Hawaii in which people from Buddhist, Jewish, Muslim, 
Christian and other faith traditions live in harmony side by side, ambiguity becomes a valuable 
commodity.  It is not helpful to draw lines in the sand and to hold the attitude that everyone on MY 
side of the line is RIGHT and everyone on the other side of the line is WRONG. 

The greatest danger to national unity and our church’s unity is Fundamentalism, both from the 
Right and from the Left.  Fundamentalism is simply a long word that describes a way of seeing 
that is limited to just one  perspective.  There’s only one way to see things:  My Way!  If you hold 
to any other belief, then you’re wrong!  If you don’t understand the Bible the way I do, then you’re 
wrong.  If you choose a lifestyle that conflicts with my choices and values, then you’re wrong.   

It’s like living in a house with just one window.  All one knows of the real world outside the house 
is what they can see through that one window.  Single Window Living lends itself to a fairly        
arrogant confidence about truth and error.  There’s “my way” and the “wrong way.”  Conversely, 
living in a house with many windows on all sides opens up glimpses into a panorama of reality 
that affords a humbler appreciation for the diversity of culture and belief leading us to a God of 
richer mystery than we had imagined could exist. 

Our church is theologically diverse, from conservative to liberal and beyond. In ethnicity, we are 
Filipino, Chinese, Korean, Hawaiian, Kosraean, Japanese, African-American, Portuguese and 
Caucasian.  Yet we welcome each other as family and friends.  Who is the author of all this      
diversity?  Who relishes the creation of hundreds of different species of butterflies, fish and      
orchids?  God never scrimps when it comes to originality.  Our diversity is our glory derived      
from God’s lavish creativity.   

For people who don’t like to be made captive to labels others place on them, we extend a warm 
welcome to our church.  In worshipping with us, we hope you will find the space and freedom to 
be yourself as God created you to be.  If you’ve seen Juan in our church… you have NOT seen 
Amal. 

 

       Pastor Ron Kent 



 

Did You Know…   

 

 that our Community Work Day will be held on March 11th from 9am to 12:00pm?   

 

      that our Clock Tower will be repaired and painted and our Sanctuary and shed will be fumigated in the                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

       latter part of March? 

 

 that we  are still collecting USED postage stamps for the Women’s Board of  Missions?  Please drop any 
stamps you have been saving with Chris at the office. 

 

 that we now have a Pastoral Search Committee progress chart on the bulletin board in the Narthex?  Please 
check it out for current updates on the progress and hard work of this dedicated committee. 

 

 that Kindermusik has returned to campus until May 13th every  Saturday morning?  For more information 
please contact Aunty Roni at  938-5406   or email  her at musicfunhilo@gmail.com. 

 

 that Singers and Musicians  are needed?  If you are willing to  contribute your talents by participating in the 
music of our  Sunday worship  services, please speak to either Joanne Pocisdio or Pastor Ron.   Your voice 
and talents are gifts to be shared. 

 

 that during the entire month of March we will be participating with other UCC churches in the offering for 
One Great Hour of Sharing? 

  
 
 
 
 

   
  

  



  Please include the following people and situations in your prayers: 

Sheldon Asejo             Agnes Perreira        
Ray Stewart                                Mike Gardner              
Royal Solmerin             Maria Valido & the Queja Family 
Doris Toma             Lei Semana & Family                     
Michael Russell             Mary Lee Roberts                           
Fay Jack             Chris Semana 
The Tara & Alokoa Family                      

       Happy March Birthday to the following Friends and Members 

 

 

 

 McCharles Tumaneng (1st)  Heather Padilla (20th)    

 Jodie Payao (10th)   Rowena Tumaneng (21st) 

 Jonathan Payao (10th)   Gabriel Benjamin (21st) 

 Pedro Queja (13th)   Kaylana Alokoa (27th) 

 Priscilla Kent (15th)     



       Pork Tenderloin 
          From the kitchen of Barbara Thurston 
 
  2 large Pork Tenderloins  (1 to 1 1/4lbs each) browned in a  
     small amount of butter 
1/4 pound sliced mushrooms 
1/4 cup hot butter 
1/4 cup vegetable or meat stock combined with 1 Tablespoon of flour 
2 teaspoon of salt 
1/4 teaspoon  pepper 
1/2 cup thinly sliced celery 
 
Brown vegetables in hot butter.  Combine the meat stock with the flour and 
add to vegetables.  Cook until slightly thickened.  Put meat in a pan.  Salt 
and pepper to taste.  Pour vegetable sauce over the meat.  Cover and bake 
at 325 degrees for about 1 1/2 hours.  Serves 4. 
 
                    All Recipe’s from “Heirlooms from our Church Family”   1998 
               



                        COUNCIL KORNER 

  
                   “KEEP YOUR FACE ALWAYS TOWARD THE SUNSHINE 

                       AND SHADOWS WILL FALL BEHIND YOU”       Walt Whitman 

 
The FUPC Council meets every fourth Sunday of the month.  We share with you current events that are happening through the 

newsletter and by posting the monthly meeting minutes on the Narthex bulletin board. 

 

HERE'S WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE COUNCIL KORNER 
 

 We are starting something fresh this year…….A WISH LIST……If you happen to have these items lying around your 

house the church  could really use: 

1. Dish Towels 

2. Disposable Table Cloths 

 
 Come join us every second Saturday of the month for Congregation workday.  Bring the family, a friend  and if possible a 

refreshment to share. Next workday will be March 11, 2017, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.   Thank you to those who were able 

to attend church workday on Sat. Feb.11, 2017.  

 

 A big MAHALO to Sheycie Asejo for blessing us with her gift 

of dance at our Sunday worship on February 19.  Her beautiful 

rendition of Keali’i Reichel’s Mele Ohana was breathtaking.   

      It brings absolute joy to my heart to witness our young people                                

      continue to grow in their church life.  We were also blessed by   

      her mother, Karena who sang her rendition of There Is A Way  

      by NewWorldson.  It brought chicken skin to the soul.  She and   

      Joanne Pocsidio truly have voices of angels and we at FUPC  

      are blessed to have them.   

 

 

 Thank you to everyone who continue to bless us with their gift of music and dance, serving as ushers/greeters, Liturgist, 

communion prep and servers, bringing beautiful flowers to our sanctuary and hosting our delicious coffee hours.  You are 

greatly appreciated.   If you feel God’s spirit moving you to be a part of worship on Sundays, we continue to look for 

individuals to serve.  A sign-up sheet is posted on the Narthex bulletin board nearest the office. Feel free to partner up 

with others for coffee hour or find someone to serve alongside you as an usher/greeter.  
 

 

 Thank you to everyone who brought something to share for our Valentine’s Day extended coffee hour.  It was fun to     

fellowship on the lanai, we were able to laugh, talk story, play games and just have a good time. Thank you to Fay Jack, 

our Vice Moderator for taking the time to coordinate some games, she even made sure we had prizes.  Both the children 

and adults enjoyed it.  I know I did 

 

 The FUPC Pastoral Search Committee are narrowing down their choices for a new Pastor.  Look for updates on the      

Narthex bulletin board. 

 

Please feel free to approach/share with me or any of your Council members suggestions, questions or concerns that you   

would like to address in your church life.  You can also contact me at: debbiefupc@gmail.com 

                                                                                 God Bless You, 

   

 

                                                                         

 Debbie Sasan 

             Moderator 

 



   SERVANT LEADERSHIP  PARTICIPATION 

                             MARCH 2017 

 

 USHERS/GREETERS                                        COMMUNION PREP 

  Gwynn Sosa & Dusty Cardines                   Debbie Sasan & Kepola Ishikawa 

         

 

 

                     

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                                                 COMMUNION SERVERS 

March 5      Jeremy Agag        June, Karena, Royalyn & Kepola 

March 12    Karisa  Solmerin 

March 19    Phoebe Wyatt & Tyler Dela Cruz 

March 26    Danny Dizon 

  

  

 

   COFFEE HOUR                                            

March 5       Bob Ahia            

March 12     Gail Kagawa & Keola Benjamin      

March 19     Solmerin Family (in memory of Emma Solmerin)        

March 26     Kosraean Fellowship 

  

                    

    ACOLYTE 

   Shelcey Asejo 


