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      RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Welcome to First United Protestant Church        

     Hilo, Hawaii 

In this season of Ordinary Time between Pentecost and Advent, we welcome you and your loved 

ones (including children) to join us as we grow in faith, hope, and love. We are a part of the United 

Church of Christ and affiliated with the Hawai’i Conference of the UCC. Our roots in Hawai’i are the 

congregational church of the early missionaries. First United Protestant Church was organized as 

The First Foreign Church and Society in 1868. 

 

 Sunday Worship Service                                                              10:00 am 
 Communion                                                                                  First Sunday of the Month 
 Kosraean Language Bible Study                                                  7:30 pm Wednesdays 
 Kosraean Language Service                                                        1:30 pm Sundays 
             Children’s Ministry offered during worship Service 

      Other education, youth programs, and activities offered throughout the week. 
Weekly schedules are listed in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

 

This is a place to BELONG…  We’re all in this together. No matter our history,                                
circumstances, or goals, we’re all human and all need love and acceptance. That’s why the 

church exists—and why you belong. 

                 July, 2014 
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THEMES FOR UPCOMING SUNDAYS 
 

July 6, 2014    Holding Up Your Corner  Mark 2.1-12 
It takes four people to lift a heavy load securely and confidently.  One on each corner.  In this healing miracle, 
four men carried their friend to the roof so that he could be let down where Jesus could heal him.  We don’t 
know their names, but without them, the man would not have been healed.   In our church, I am thankful for 
all those people who are faithful in holding up their corner.  They show up, take on responsibility, shoulder a 
share of the load, do it faithfully and don’t ask for any recognition.  We’ll talk about all the corners that need 
holding up in our church Ohana… and give thanks for all the faithful “corner holders” that make our church 
work. 
 
 
July 13, 2014    The Gift of New Beginnings  Joshua 2.1-15 
If you could live your life over would you do anything differently?    While life doesn’t give us many “do 
overs”… God promises us grace, forgiveness and the miracle of a new beginning.   Rahab from the Hebrew 
scriptures and Zaccheus from the New Testament both lived with the results of their poor choices.  But God’s 
grace flowed into their lives and they would tell us that with God, every day is a day of new beginnings.   No 
matter what choices we may have made up to this point in our lives, by the grace of God, tomorrow is a new 
day! 
 
 
July 20, 2014    The Mirage of Contentment  John 6.24-35 
Discontentment is the buried treasure of life that we all pursue with single-minded energy.  But its always just 
beyond our grasp.  As soon as we acquire what we think we wanted, we begin to want something else.   Jesus 
said that “happiness does not consist in the abundance of our possessions”.  How can we find contentment 
when the empty space in our soul urges to “buy more, travel more, see more, acquire more, earn more, eat 
more, achieve more”?    To the hungering, thirsting crowd, Jesus said, “I am the bread that satisfies forever; 
drink of me and you will never be thirsty again.”   And Paul wrote, “I have learned to be content, no matter 
the condition of my life.” 
 
 
July 27, 2014    Mind-Blowing Worship   Mark 1.21-28 
Most of us don’t expect Sunday morning worship to be “mind-blowing”.   We like predictability and tradition.   
Surprises sometimes make us uncomfortable, insecure.  But when Jesus preached in the Capernaum          
synagogue, he nearly started a riot.   A man possessed by an evil spirit showed up that day, and right there in 
church, Jesus healed him.   It was mind-blowing!  They were all astonished! They couldn’t stop talking about it.   
What if that happened here in our church?  What kind of healing and transformation would blow our minds, 
and leave us speechless with amazement?  It’s a good question because our God is still the same God who 
blew minds 2000 years ago in a worship service. 
 
 

August 3, 2014    A Sacrament for Failure   Mark 6.1-13 

Have you ever failed at anything?  We could all make a list because we’ve all failed at something.  Even Jesus 
failed.   In his hometown, Jesus was rejected as a failure.  No miracles were performed there.  He was          
ridiculed, patronized and rejected.  Yet God is present with us in our failures and walks with us into the dark 
night of guilt, self-doubt, and depression that comes often with failure.  Jesus told his disciples to “shake the 
dust off” their feet when they left the towns that rejected them and their message.  How can we get better at 
“shaking off the dust” that accumulates as a result of our failures? 



THINKING OUT LOUD… 

 
A teenage daughter comes into the kitchen and tells her mom how her life is falling apart.  She’s failing       

geometry, her boyfriend wants to break up with her and her best friend is moving away.  Life sucks.   Mom is 

baking a cake and asks her daughter if she’d like a snack. 

 

“Of course, Mom!  You know I love your cake.  You’re a great cook.” 

So Mom says, “Here, have some oil.” 

“Yuck” says the daughter. 

“How about a couple of raw eggs?” Mom continues. 

“Gross, Mom.” 

“Would you like some flour then?  Or maybe baking soda?” 

“Mom, those are all yucky.” 

And then Mom tells her daughter, “Yes, all those things seem bad by themselves.  But when they’re put      

together in the right way, they make a wonderfully delicious cake.” 

 

Life is full of “Complicated Blessings.”   These are the setbacks, disappointments, failures and losses that we 

would never choose for ourselves.  But they show up on our doorstep and we have to deal with them.   We 

would not call them “blessings” for sure.   Just the opposite.   Like eating the oil, flour, raw eggs and baking 

soda… we’ll pass, thank you. 

 

Then the miracle of transformation comes and through all that mess, we find a path.  Along that path are  

people who come into our lives to share our journey.  Through the hardship we discover a deeper courage 

than we thought we had.  In the loss, we find a depth of meaning that escaped us when all was well.   Losing 

what we hoped for, we gain what we dreaded only to discover that God was present in what we had been 

avoiding. 

 

Complicated blessings are experiences that we would never choose for ourselves, but which come to us    

anyway.  As God’s Spirit puts the ingredients of our pain and loss together in a sacred fusion ordered by divine 

love and wisdom, we look back and see that what we saw as a threat and enemy, turned out to be an          

essential part of our salvation and healing. 

 

The ingredients of life are a complex assortment of birth and death, success and failure, gain and loss,         

intimacy and alienation, laughing and crying.    Our faith calls us to trust that out of this disorderly mess, the 

One Who Loves Us Beyond Words will bring riches of courage, trust, integrity, endurance, joy, patience,       

self-control and grace that might otherwise have eluded us. 

 

Thankful for Delicious Cake, 

 

Pastor Ron 



 

               STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING – JULY 6 
On Sunday, July 6, we will receive the final donations for Strengthen the Church offering.  This offering is used to 

help churches that are struggling to stay open, or churches that are just being born.  It is a way for us to reach out 

to our sister churches in the United Church of Christ, to walk beside them in their struggles and victories and to 

be a part of God’s blessing and presence with them. 

 

Many have already contributed to this offering during the past two Sundays.  July 6 will be the last Sunday for 

receiving contributions.   Thank you for your faithful participation! 

 

                   CONFIRMATION 
It is a joy to gather as a church Ohana to confirm into the life and membership of our church two of our young 

people who have fulfilled the requirements for Confirmation in the Christian faith.  Streisand Galdones and     

Kepola Ishikawa have grown up in the church from birth.  They have participated in children’s church, Sunday 

School, and have taken on responsibilities for leadership in worship, Christian Education and special programs.  

During the past year, they both met with Pastor Ron in fulfillment of the reflection and study involved in          

preparing for Confirmation.   Steisand will be entering 10th grade at St. Joseph High School in Hilo.  Kepola will 

enter 9th grade at Kamehameha School in Keaau.  Let’s join together to celebrate this important day in their    

journey of faith. 

 

             FIVE FOR FIVE CHURCH 
Our church received again a certificate congratulating us for being a “Five for Five” church.  What does that 

mean?  It means that we have participated in all five of the national offerings sponsored by the United Church of 

Christ.  These offerings are:     

        One Great Hour of Sharing 

       Neighbors in Need 

         Strengthen the Church 

         Stewardship Sunday   

       The Christmas Fund 

 

This is an important way for our church to continue in faithfully fulfilling our mission in the world.  Thank you to 

all for your contributions.  Keep up the good work!! 

 

           WEEKLY SCHEDULE FOR CHURCH CAMPUS 
Our church buildings are well-used through the week.  Many people come onto the church grounds who are not 

present on Sunday mornings for worship.   Faithful stewardship of these wonderful resources means that they 

are used to help and bless many people beyond ourselves.   During the school year, Kamehameha Preschool uses 

our facilities through-out the week.  Four afternoons every week, Michael Russell teaches violin, viola and cello in 

the church sanctuary.   Occasionally, the church is used for various meetings such as the Piihonua Houselots    

Association gathering.  When there are concerts, the church is used for rehearsals and performances.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Here is a quick look at our current regular weekly activities: 

 

Sunday:      English worship service 

       Kosraean Congregational Church  Service 

Monday:    Narcotics Anonymous 

Tuesday:    Narcotics Anonymous 

Wednesday:   Al Anon 

  Kosraean Congregational Mid-Week Church Service 

Friday:  Narcotics Anonymous 

  Al Anon 

  Kosraean WCA Service 

 

           KOSRAEAN FELLOWSHIP NEWS 
 

It is with great honor, July 1, 2014, Pastor Nixon K. Jack commemorates his FIRST         
Pastoral anniversary with the Kosrae/ Hilo Congregational Church.  

There are people stepping up for creativity and each week requires more people to step 
up as new opportunities arise. I have always been convinced that God loves creativity. 
And so, what about looking the other direction? What lies before us? What hills must we 
climb? We have challenges no doubt yet if we continue as a congregation to see people 
step up and creatively consider how we can impact areas of life around us for the      
Kingdom of God, there is no telling what God might do. Nothing else is more satisfying 

than loving HIM and making HIS presence name known to those who have never heard the glorious message of 
HIS AMAZING GRACE!  

My wife Fay and I again express our sincere appreciation to Reverend Ron Kent and the Congregation of the 
First United Protestant Church for the generous support given to make our trip to Kosrae possible. 

God gave us the gift of life. It is up to us to give ourselves the gift of LIVING WELL. 

Thank you, Mahalo Nui Loa, Maiaming Salamat Po, Kulo Na Maluhlap 

Pastor Nixon K. Jack 

 

 

 

                  

 

Happy July Birthday to the Following Friends & Members 

Phoebe Wyatt(1st), Benjamin Wyatt(15th), Erik Wyatt (31st), Karena Solmerin-Asejo,(3rd),     
Rachel Castro (12th), Drenzen Queddeng (12th), Barbara Thurston (14th), Custis Green (14th), 
Chad Wasserman (21st),  Faye Persson (23rd), Debra Payao (23rd),  McArthur Tumaneng (25th),   
Crystal Ha’a (25th), Gordon Michael (26th), and Sheldon Asejo (30th). 



            NEWSPAPER PARTY – JULY 19  
On Saturday, July 19 from 10-12 a.m. we will hold a Newspaper Party and you are invited to attend!  We  
continue to support Raymark Dela Cruz in Pampanga, Angeles City, Philippines through the Pearl S. Buck 
Foundation.  Our gifts enable Raymark to receive a good education and health care.  We recycle newspapers, 
and HI-5 cans and bottles to enable this ministry. 

So many people have donated newspapers to the church for this project and they need to be processed in 
order to be delivered to the flower grower who gives us .15 cents/lb. for them.   Please come and help us 
“catch up” because there are piles of newspapers accumulating in the church library waiting to be processed.  
Thanks to Joanne Pocsidio and Nixon Jack who have been doing a great job with this project.  Now we need 
YOUR help!! 

 

 

               INTERFAITH COMMUNITIES IN ACTION 
Thanks to Gail Kagawa for attending the June meeting of Interfaith Communities in Action.  The meeting was 

held at Hospice of Hilo office building nearby and included a presentation about the work of Hospice and  

information about becoming a volunteer with the organization.  More information can be accessed by      

contacting Chris at the church office. 

 

On July 22 at 7:00 p.m., Rev. Allan Boesak of South Africa will be the guest speaker at the Interfaith meeting 

to be held at Church of the Holy Cross on Lanikaula St. in Hilo.  All are invited to attend.  Rev. Boesak has 

been deeply involved in the political and moral transformation of South Africa as it moved through the   

apartheid challenges of that country years ago. 

 

 

  PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE NEEDS YOUR HELP 
Our church profile is nearly complete and ready for circulation for pastoral candidates to review.  One     

missing piece is feedback from the congregation regarding the qualities, skills and values we find  important 

when considering a new pastor.  The list below is directly from the church profile forms.  Please look it over 

and choose 12 of the most important items, in your view, that would be important in considering a pastoral 

candidate.  You will be given a chance to indicate these choices at church in the Narthex for the next three 

Sundays where posters will be displayed with these items. Please help the committee complete their very 

important work!! 

                                                              Our church needs a person who… 

1._____ is an effective preacher/speaker 

2._____continues to develop his/her theological and biblical skills 

3._____helps people develop their spiritual life 

4._____helps people work together in solving problems 

5._____is effective in planning and leading worship 

6._____has a sense of direction of his/her ministry 

7._____regularly encourages people to participate in United Church of Christ activities and programs 

 



 

8. ______helps people understand and act upon issues of social justice 

9. ______is a helpful counselor 

10. _____ministers effectively to people in crisis situations 

11._____makes pastoral calls on people in hospitals and nursing homes and those confined to their homes 

12._____makes pastoral calls  on members not confined to their homes 

13._____is a good leader 

14._____is effective in working with children 

15._____builds sense of fellowship among the people with whom he/she works 

16._____helps people develop their leadership abilities 

17._____is an effective administrator 

18._____is effective with committees and officers 

19._____is an effective teacher 

20._____has a strong commitment to the educational ministry of the church 

21._____is effective in working with adults 

22._____inspires a sense of confidence 

23._____works regularly at bringing new members into the church 

24._____regularly encourages support of Our Church’s Wider Mission 

25._____reaches out to inactive members 

26._____works regularly in the development of stewardship growth 

27._____is active in ecumenical relationships and encourages the church to participate 

28._____is a person o faith 

29._____writes clearly and well 

30._____works well on a team 

31._____is effective in working with youth 

32._____organizes people for community action 

33._____is skilled in planning and leading programs 

34._____plans and leads well-organized meetings 

35._____encourages people to relate their faith to their daily lives 

36._____is accepting of people with divergent views 

37._____encourages others to assume and carry out leadership 

38._____is mature and emotionally secure 

39._____has strong commitment and loyalty 

40._____maintains confidentiality 

41._____understands and interprets the mission of the church from a global perspective 

42._____is a compassionate and caring person 

43._____deals effectively with conflict 

  

   If there are other comments you wish to make about expectations, include one or more  

        paragraphs here on an additional sheet. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            JULY 2014 

 

    USHERS/GREETERS                           COMMUNION PREP 

Karissa & Royalyn Solmerin                     Joanne Pocsidio 

 

  LITURGISTS/LAY READERS                          COMMUNION SERVERS 

July 6    Royalyn Solmerin                           Team #1  Bob, Debbie, Carlene & John    

July 13  Margo Aguiar 

July 20  Joanne Pocsidio 

July 27  Danny Dizon 

  

   COFFEE HOUR                            FLOWERS 

July 6  Betty Nekoba    Betty Nekoba in Memory of  Mother, Violet Gardner 

July 13  Fay Jack      Leticia Agag & Sali Queja 

July 20  Royalyn Solmerin 

July 27   Kosraean Fellowship 

 

    ACOLYTE 

Tyler & Corey Dela Cruz 

 

                                Note 

If you are unable to be at church on the Sunday you are scheduled to  participate, please 

find a substitute and let the office k now as soon as   possible so we may print their name 

in the worship bulletin.  Mahalo. 

   SERVANT LEADERSHIP PARTICIPATION 


